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ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — House Re-
publican leaders have come out 
with a plan to keep the govern-
ment open for six more weeks 
while Washington grapples with 
a potential follow-up budget pact 
and, perhaps, immigration legis-
lation.

GOP leaders announced they 
would seek to pass the stopgap 
spending bill by marrying it with 
a full-year, $659 billion Pentagon 
spending bill that’s a top priority 
of the party’s legion of defense 
hawks.

The measure would keep the 
government running through 
March 23 and also reauthorize for 
funding for community health 
centers that enjoy widespread bi-
partisan support.

Pairing the Pentagon’s budget 
with only temporary money for the 
rest of the government wouldn’t 

go anywhere in the Senate, vowed 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., who said it “would be bar-
reling head fi rst into a dead-end.”

On the other hand, the Senate 
might respond with a long-awaited 
spending pact to give whopping 
increases both to the Pentagon 
and domestic programs. Talks in 
the Senate on such a framework 
appeared to intensify in hopes 
of an agreement this week, aides 
and lawmakers said, and the House 
GOP strategy appeared designed in 
part to invite the Senate to com-
plete budget negotiations and use 
the temporary spending bill to ad-
vance such a budget agreement.

Under Washington’s arcane 
ways, a broad-brush agreement to 
increase legally binding spending 
“caps” — which would otherwise 
keep the budgets for Pentagon and 
domestic agencies both essentially 
frozen — would be approved, then 
followed by a far more detailed 

catchall spending bill that would 
take weeks to negotiate.

“We are making real headway 
in our negotiations over spending 
caps and other important issues,” 
said Senate Majority leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky.

Republicans had been scram-
bling to pass the stopgap measure 
through the House because they 
can’t count on support from Dem-
ocrats — who feel stymied by inac-
tion on legislation to protect young 
immigrants from deportation — to 
advance the legislation.

The situation in both the House 
and Senate was murky, although 
it’s clear Senate Democrats have no 
appetite for sparking another gov-
ernment shutdown. Their unity 
splintered during last month’s 
three-day shutdown.

One especially tricky question is 
whether House Democrats would 
approve of a spending agreement 
if there isn’t much progress in ad-

dressing the issue of immigrants 
left vulnerable with the looming 
expiration of former President 
Barack Obama’s Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program. 
That’s a top priority for many 
House Democrats, especially law-
makers from the infl uential His-
panic Caucus.

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., has linked prog-
ress on the budget with action to 
address the program but other 
Democrats are beginning to agitate 
for delinking the two, lest the op-
portunity for a budget pact be lost.

The broader budget picture is 
one in which GOP defense hawks 
are prevailing over the party’s de-
pleted ranks of defi cit hawks while 
Democrats leverage their infl uence 
to increase spending for domestic 
priorities, such as combating opi-
oid misuse.

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Burleigh County Water Re-
source District is in the process of 
obtaining easements, and preparing 
to enter the fi nal design stage, on 
their $3.92 million Fox Island fl ood 
protection project.

Driven by the 2011 Missouri River 
fl ooding, the project, which was 
approved in 2016 by 80 percent of 
the 91 property owners who voted, 
will involve raising a section of road 
in the southwest Bismarck subdivi-
sion, and adding a levee to safeguard 
against a 20-foot fl ood.

The BCWRD has obtained 11 of 
the 29 temporary construction ease-
ments, which will allow for the lev-
eling of residents’ existing driveways 
due to a one- to two-foot grade raise 
on that section of road.

Grappling to avert shutdown
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Violet Paulson, 2, does her best to handle a much taller oar as she and her sister, Astelle, 1, stand inside a bull boat, made from bu� alo hide and branches, with their 
mother, Laura Page, right, after an “I Spy in Double Ditch” program presented by Stephanie Schick, back, at the North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum in 
Bismarck on Monday. The program is part of the Heritage Center’s “Little Kids, Big World” for toddlers and preschool children and on Monday featured the Double 
Ditch Indian Village of the Mandan tribe from long-ago north of Bismarck. Schick, a gallery guide, will hold other free interactive talks on most Monday mornings.

Flood 
project 
inches 
forward

MARLEY JAY
Associated Press 

 NEW YORK — The Dow Jones 
industrial average plunged more 
than 1,100 points Monday as 
stocks took their worst loss in six 
and a half years. Two days of steep 
losses have erased the market’s 
gains from the start of this year and 
ended a period of record-setting 
calm for stocks.

Banks fared the worst as bond 
yields and interest rates nosedived. 
Health care, technology and in-
dustrial companies all took outsize 
losses and energy companies sank 
with oil prices.

At its lowest ebb, the Dow was 
down 1,597 points from Friday’s 
close. That came during a 15-min-
ute stretch where the 30-stock 
index lost 700 points and then 
gained them back.

Market pros have been pre-
dicting a pullback for some time, 
noting that declines of 10 percent 

or more are common during bull 
markets. There hasn’t been one in 
two years, and by many measures 
stocks had been looking expensive.

“It’s like a kid at a child’s party 
who, after an afternoon of cake and 
ice cream, eats one more cookie 
and that puts them over the edge,” 
said David Kelly, the chief global 
strategist for JPMorgan Asset 
Management.

Kelly said the signs of inflation 
and rising rates are not as bad as 
they looked, but after the market’s 
big gains in 2017 and early 2018, 

stocks were overdue for a drop.
The Dow finished down 1,175.21 

points, or 4.6 percent, at 24,345.75.
The Standard & Poor’s 500 in-

dex, the benchmark most profes-
sional investors and many index 
funds use, skidded 113.19 points, 
or 4.1 percent, to 2,648.94. That 
was its biggest loss since August 
2011, when stocks were reeling as 
investors were fearful about Euro-
pean government debt and the U.S. 
had its credit downgraded after the 
debt ceiling impasse.

The Nasdaq composite fell 

273.42 points, or 3.8 percent, to 
6,967.53. The Russell 2000 index 
of smaller-company stocks sank 
56.18 points, or 3.6 percent, for 
1,491.09.

The slump began on Friday as 
investors worried that creeping 
signs of higher inflation and in-
terest rates could derail the U.S. 
economy along with the market’s 
record-setting rally. Energy com-
panies, banks, and industrial firms 
are taking some of the worst losses.

Dow Jones nosedives
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 A father and son face identical 
felony charges after a tra�  c stop 
reportedly found 210 pounds of 
marijuana and other drug-related 
items Sunday morning just west of 
Mandan on Interstate 94.

Twenty-four-year-old Christo-
pher Conkey, of Grants Pass, Ore., 
and 53-year-old Robert Smith, of 
Vancouver, Wash., are charged with 
three counts each of possession of 
a controlled substance with intent 
to deliver and another specifi c to 

Father, son 
charged for 
marijuana 
possession 

Worst day for 
stocks since 2011

LITTLE KIDS, BIG WORLD

Easements being
obtained prior to
final design 
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