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APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 DICKINSON — Darianne John-
son and her sta�  look back at the 
women who have come through 
the Domestic Violence and Rape 
Crisis Center in Dickinson and 
realize some of their clients were 
human tra�  cking victims.

But at the height of the oil boom, 
most people didn’t know or sus-
pect tra�  cking could come to 
North Dakota. They thought the 
women were likely just prostitutes.

The reality was many were being 
victimized in abusive, mind-con-
trolling ways and forced into hav-
ing sex for money. It wasn’t until 
o�  cers started to conduct pros-
titution stings that they realized 
they were uncovering a world of 
human tra�  cking.

“We didn’t know what human 
tra�  cking was until it became 
the new buzzword,” said Darianne 
Johnson, executive director of 
the Domestic Violence and Rape 

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Before leaving to serve in World 
War I, Sgt. John W. Smith from the 
Fort Berthold Indian Reservation 
wrote a note on a picture of himself 
that said “Forget me not.”

Now 100 years later, Smith 
and other Native Americans who 
served in World War I before they 
were even eligible to be U.S. citi-
zens are being remembered at this 
year’s United Tribes Technical Col-
lege International Pow Wow.

“I don’t think the fact that they 
weren’t citizens was really relevant 
to them at the time,” said Marilyn 
Hudson, a relative of Smith and 
longtime director of the Three Af-
fi liated Tribes Museum. “There’s 
always been the desire to protect 
and serve the country where you 
live.”

Several hundred family members 
and descendants of World War I 
Native servicemen are expected to 
participate in a ceremony honoring 
the veterans this weekend.

The grand entry at 1 p.m. Sept. 
10 will feature honor guards and 
drum groups from each of the fi ve 
governing tribes of the college: the 

Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation, 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, Spirit 
Lake Sioux Tribe, Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe and Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa Indians.

“They’ll sing songs in their lan-
guage, World War I victory songs, 
that represent some of the deeds 
that their relatives have done,” said 
Leander “Russ” McDonald, pres-
ident of United Tribes Technical 
College.

Following that, names will be 
announced of more than 355 veter-
ans from the fi ve tribes who served 
in World War I. Native Americans 
didn’t become citizens of the U.S. 
until 1924.

“We served when we weren’t 
even recognized citizens of the 
United States,” said North Dakota 
Indian A� airs Commissioner Scott 
Davis. “That’s huge. That says a lot 
about my people and how they feel 
about this country.”

Smith was the fi rst Hidatsa to 
enlist in the 2nd North Dakota 
National Guard Regiment formed 
in Bismarck in the summer of 1917, 
according to “Warriors in Khaki” 
by Michael and Ann Knudson, who 
researched Native American World 
War I soldiers from North Dakota.

After the war, Smith fi led a re-
port that talked about the close 
calls he had, including a shell that 
exploded two feet away from him, 

killing two men.
“I am proud that I was the fi rst 

to enlist and spent more days in 
the trenches than the rest of the 
boys from this Reservation,” wrote 

Smith, who was recognized for gal-
lantry in action.

Another veteran who will be 
among those honored is Pfc. Joseph 
Jordan from the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe. Jordan, who enlisted 
in Bismarck in July 1917, served on 
the front lines in France in several 
important battles, was wounded 
more than once and cited for gal-
lant conduct.

His daughter, Joan Standing 
Bear, is now proud to have his uni-
form and medals on display in the 
lunchroom at United Tribes Tech-
nical College. She hopes it will in-
spire other young people to serve 
their country as her father did.

“If it wasn’t for them, where 
would we be today?” said Standing 
Bear, of Cannon Ball.

An estimated 10,000 Native 
Americans served in the Army 
during World War I and 2,000 
served in the Navy.

Some of the servicemen who 
spoke Lakota were among the fi rst 
Native “Code Talkers” in the mil-
itary, serving as messengers and 
telephone operators who transmit-
ted information in native languages 
and dialects.

In North Dakota, many were 
recruited by Alfred B. Welch, of 
Mandan, an o�  cer in the North 

Pow wow to honor Native 
American veterans of WWI
Tribal members serve 
in war despite not yet 
having U.S. citizenship
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Joan Standing Bear poses in front of a glass display case last week inside the student cafeteria at United Tribes Technical College in Bismarck. The exhibit 
contains the dress WWI uniform, medals and helmet of her father, Pfc. Joseph Jordan, and other items and historical information about North Dakota 
Native Americans fi ghting in World War I.
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Beaumont 
struggles to 
restore water 
following storm

JAY REEVES AND JULIET LINDERMAN
Associated Press 

 HOUSTON — A Texas city that 
lost its drinking water system to 
Harvey struggled Saturday to re-
store service, and fi refi ghters kept 
monitoring a crippled chemi-
cal plant that has twice been the 
scene of explosions and fi res since 
the storm roared ashore and stalled 
over Texas more than a week ago.

O�  cials in Beaumont, popu-
lation almost 120,000, worked 
to repair their water treatment 
plant, which failed after the swol-
len Neches River inundated the 
main intake system and backup 
pumps failed. The Army Corps of 
Engineers sent pumps, and an Exx-
onMobil team built and installed a 
temporary intake pipe in an e� ort 
to refi ll a city reservoir. Exxon has 

PROVIDED, A.B. WELCH COLLECTION 

Pfc. Joseph Jordan, left, and an 
unidentifi ed soldier are shown 
serving in World War I in 1919. 
Jordan, of the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe, served on the front lines in 
France and was cited several times 
for gallant conduct.

Agencies strive to 
recognize the issue

Texas city of almost 
120,000 left without 
water after plant fails
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