
M
1

ADVICE A7
CLASSIFIEDS B10-B12
HEALTH A4

LOTTERIES B2
OBITUARIES A9
OPINION A10

Volume 144, Issue 055 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2018 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

 � List: The most popular baby names in your state the year you were born
 � A look back: Today in history

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM/CONNECT

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Hotel fire
Rooftop flames force evacuation 
of Kelly Inn   DAKOTA, B1

Boys hockey
CHS skates into state championship 
with win over Fargo Davies   SPORTS, B4

 MOSTLY CLOUDY 26 • 11 FORECAST, A11  | SAturdAy, FebruAry 24, 2018 | bismarcktribune.com | $2.00

CHAD DAY, TOM LOBIANCO  
AND ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — A former senior 
adviser to President Donald Trump’s 
election campaign pleaded guilty 
Friday to federal conspiracy and 
false-statements charges, switching 
from defendant to cooperating wit-
ness in the special counsel’s probe of 
Trump’s campaign and Russia’s elec-
tion interference.

The plea by Rick Gates revealed that 
he will help special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation in “any and 
all matters” as prosecutors continue 
to probe the 2016 campaign, Russian 
meddling and Gates’ longtime busi-
ness associate, one-time Trump cam-
paign chairman Paul Manafort.

With his cooperation, Gates gives 
Mueller a witness willing to provide 
information on Manafort about his fi-
nances and political consulting work 
in Ukraine, and also someone who had 
access at the highest levels of Trump’s 
2016 presidential campaign.

Also Friday, Mueller’s team un-
sealed a new indictment solely against 
Manafort that included an allegation 
that he, with Gates’ assistance, se-
cretly paid former European politi-
cians to lobby on behalf of Ukraine.

The indictment accuses Manafort 
of paying the former politicians, in-
formally known as the “Hapsburg 
group,” to appear to be “independent” 
analysts when in fact they were paid 
lobbyists. Some of the covert lobbying 
took place in the U.S.

The indictment says the group was 
managed by a former European chan-
cellor. Court papers accuse Manafort 
of using offshore accounts to pay the 
group more than 2 million euros.

Gates, 45, of Richmond, Va., made 
the plea at the federal courthouse in 
Washington. He admitted to charges 
accusing him of conspiring against 
the U.S. government related to BLAIR EMERSON
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 Two schools in North Dakota 
responded to threats of violence 
this week: Hettinger Public School 
and Turtle Mountain Community 
Schools.

Across the country, schools have 
responded to an increase in the 
number of threats in the week fol-
lowing a shooting at a Florida high 
school that left 17 people dead. 

In Minnesota, at least three 
schools closed or were placed on 
lockdown this week in response to 
threats of violence, according to 

media reports. Two people were 
arrested Thursday in Sheboygan, 
Wis., in relation to two separate 
threats against a school there. In 
New York, similar threats were 
made to multiple schools in the 
past week.

The Educator’s School Safety 
Network has tracked the num-
ber of threats and incidents of 
violence since the shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School. From Feb. 15-21, there 
have been more than 300 inci-
dents and threats.

On Monday evening in Het-
tinger, the Adams County Sheriff’s 
Office received information about 
a threat against Hettinger Public 
School, according to a statement 
from the sheriff’s office. A juve-
nile was arrested in relation to 

the incident, which the office 
described as a “general shooting 
threat.” The juvenile was charged; 
however, specific charges were not 
available.

Turtle Mountain Community 
Schools received two threats this 
week and two students were ar-
rested, according to an email from 
a spokeswoman with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. The students were 
detained and released, and no 
charges have been filed.

According to posts on the Tur-
tle Mountain Community Schools’ 
Facebook page, an initial threat was 
made against the high school on 
Tuesday, prompting a two-hour 
late start the following day. On 
Thursday, a second threat was re-
ported and students were released 
early from school “due to contin-

ued threats of violence.” The area 
schools remained closed Friday.

No details could be released 
about the threats due to the on-
going investigation, according to 
the spokeswoman with the BIA. 
No credible threats were known 
after the arrests were made, and 
law enforcement is conducting 
extra patrols in the area.

The North Dakota Department 
of Public Instruction does not 
follow up with schools on threats 
of violence, according to Valerie 
Fischer, the department’s director 
of safe and healthy schools.

DPI does compile an annual 
report with information from 
schools about incidents result-
ing in suspension and expulsion, 

Threats of violence made 
against N. Dakota schools

Ex-Trump 
aide Gates 
pleads 
guilty

BRENDAN FARRINGTON,  
GARY FINEOUT AND CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press 

 TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Flor-
ida’s governor announced plans 
Friday to put more armed guards 
in schools and to make it harder for 
young adults and some with men-
tal illness to buy guns, responding 
to days of intense lobbying from 
survivors of last week’s shooting 

at a Florida high school.
Gov. Rick Scott unveiled his 

school safety proposals as teach-
ers returned for the first time to 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School since the shooting nine 
days ago that killed 17 people.

The shooting sparked an intense 
push to restrict access to assault 
rifles fueled by student activists 
who swarmed the state Capitol 
demanding concrete gun control 
measures.

Meanwhile, President Donald 
Trump told conservatives Friday 
that even Second Amendment 
supporters can get behind steps 

to fight gun violence in schools, 
offering a red-meat call for arm-
ing teachers and suggesting they 
would be more likely to protect 
students than a security guard 
who “doesn’t love the children.”

Trump tailored his talking points 
Friday to his conservative audi-
ence, pushing the idea of arming 
some teachers who are “gun-ad-
ept people” but making no mention 
of another proposal he’s advanced 
in recent days that is opposed by 
the National Rifle Association: 
increasing the minimum age for 
buying assault rifles from 18 to 21.

However, “I am totally against 

arming teachers,” Broward schools 
Superintendent Robert Runcie 
said. “They have a challenging 
job as it is.”

Scott, a Republican widely 
expected to run for the Senate, 
outlined his plan at a Tallahassee 
news conference. In addition to 
banning firearm sales to anyone 
under 21, the governor called for 
a trained law enforcement officer 
for every school — and one for 
every 1,000 students at larger 
schools — by the time the fall 
2018 school year begins.

Florida governor proposes new gun laws
JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Bisman Community Food 
Co-op is making progress on its debts 
that left regional growers unpaid.

The food co-op, 711 E. Sweet Ave., 
was opened with the premise of giving 
shoppers a place to buy healthy, locally 
grown foods, but in October, the gro-
cery store owed vendors more than 
$236,500, with $42,550 of that owed 
to local producers.

Since then, the co-op has been pay-
ing off $2,500 to $3,000 of its back 
debt each week, said general manager 
Carmen Hoffner. And while money 
is still owed, the number of accounts 
payable has gone from 110 to about 70.

“The store has come a long way,” 
said Larry Reiker, who runs the co-
op’s meat department. “I think we’re 
on the upswing.”

Food co-op 
slowly mends 
financial woes

Over 300 incidents 
reported nationwide 
since Florida attack
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Heaven Germain reacts as Jeremiah Derrick pushes her on a scooter board as they round a curve during an obstacle course relay race as part of a 
daylong Olympics Day for seventh-grade students at Watcher Middle School. On the far left is Gannon Swanson and Jedidiah Derrick. The students 
divided into countries for Olympic events for challenges in several interdisciplinary skill stations from math, geography, art design using the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) approach. At the end of the day, a closing ceremony was held with awards, country flags and cheers. 

OLyMPICS dAy At WAtCHer

Leader wants armed 
officers placed in every  
classroom by year’s end
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