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 Joshua Snyder lives in a dark 
wood-paneled basement apart-
ment on the west side of Mandan.

He doesn’t really like it there. He 
calls the space, made up of a bed-
room and a kitchen, his little box. 
He misses his house.

But the rent is cheap — $500 a 
month — and he can keep his dog 
— a big malamute, St. Bernard mix 
named Baxter.

It’s the best he can do for now. 
With a felony conviction, options 
for work and a landlord willing 
to rent in Bismarck-Mandan are 
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 JERUSALEM — In its most se-
rious engagement in neighboring 
Syria since fighting there began 
in 2011, Israel shot down an in-
filtrating Iranian drone Saturday 
and struck Iranian targets deep in 
Syria before one of its own jets was 
downed.

The sudden escalation offers 
what could be a harbinger of what 
lies ahead as the Syrian fighting 
winds down and an emboldened 
Iran establishes a military pres-
ence that Israel vows it will never 
accept.

Israel has issued several stern 
warnings of late about the increased 
Iranian involvement along its bor-
der in Syria and Lebanon. The Is-
raeli Cabinet just held a meeting 
near the Syrian border to highlight 
the new threats, which it attributes 
to Iran’s growing confidence given 
the success of the government of 
Bashar Assad in the Syrian civil war 
thanks to their support.

Israel called the drone infiltra-
tion a “severe and irregular vio-
lation of Israeli sovereignty” and 
warned that Iran would be held ac-

countable for its meddling, raising 
the specter of a larger confronta-
tion in an area that has remained 
largely stable since a monthlong 
war between Israel and Hezbollah 
in Lebanon in 2006.

“This is a serious Iranian attack 
on Israeli territory. Iran is drag-
ging the region into an adventure 
in which it doesn’t know how it will 
end,” Israel’s chief military spokes-
man, Brig. Gen. Ronen Manelis, 
said in a special statement. “Who-
ever is responsible for this incident 
is the one who will pay the price.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman convened the 
top brass at military headquarters 
in Tel Aviv for long hours of emer-
gency consultations throughout 
the Jewish Sabbath to discuss their 
next steps.

Netanyahu said he spoke with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and vowed to strike back hard.

“Iran seeks to use Syrian ter-
ritory to attack Israel for its pro-
fessed goal of destroying Israel,” 
he said. “Israel holds Iran and its 
Syrian host responsible for today’s 
aggression. We will continue to do 
whatever is necessary to protect 
our sovereignty and our security.”

Israel strikes 
Syria as F-16 
is shot down
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Dan Thompson, top, holds grandson Mason Krebs, 2, as barber Travis Zenker gives the young customer a haircut 
Friday morning at Al’s Barber Shop in downtown Bismarck. Thompson said it wasn’t Mason’s first time in a 
barbershop. “He had his first haircut before his first birthday,” said the proud grandfather. “He’s a great kid.” 
Mason is the son of Mike and Abby Krebs, of Bismarck.

Struggling outside the walls
APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 MINOT — A fourth Republican 
plans to challenge U.S. Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp for her seat.

Paul Schaffner of Minot said 
in a news release he will seek 

the GOP nomi-
nation for Senate. 
He plans to host a 
news conference 
Monday in Bis-
marck.

“As a blue-col-
lar conservative, 
I look forward to 
advancing policies, 

aiding ranchers, pipeline opera-
tors, floor hands on drilling rigs, 
equipment operators and so many 
other hard-working blue-collar 
professions,” he said in a state-
ment.

Schaffner called himself and 
President Donald Trump “street-
fighters,” adding the Senate “does 
not need another Rockefeller Re-
publican.”

Schaffner joins a growing field 
of Republican candidates hoping 
to unseat Heitkamp in the No-
vember election. State Sen. Tom 
Campbell, R-Grafton, became the 
first candidate in the race when he 
announced in August. Gary Em-
ineth, a former North Dakota Re-
publican Party chairman, and Air 
Force veteran Thomas O’Neill of 
Niagara, both threw their hats in 
the race last month.

Heitkamp, a Democrat, faces 
a contender in her own party. 
Driscoll firefighter Dustin Peyer 
said he would seek the Democratic 
endorsement.

U.S. Rep. Kevin Cramer, a Re-
publican, mulled about a Senate 
run but said in January he would 
seek re-election to his own seat. 
He told Forum News Service on 
Friday he is “mildly reconsider-
ing” that decision.

Schaffner announced a U.S. 
House bid for the 2010 election 
but backed out of the race to even-
tually support Cramer.

Schaffner throws hat 
into U.S. Senate race

GETTING A TRIM

Few employers willing 
to offer second chance
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Joby Zimmerman, left, and Joshua Snyder are both felons looking for 
employment in the Bismarck-Mandan area. Snyder lives in an apartment in 
southwest Mandan, and Zimmerman said he is homeless.

Border conflict  
quickly escalating

Schaffner

Girls hockey 
Curl nets four goals as Bismarck 
shuts out Grand Forks  SPORTS, D1

‘Pass the apple …’ 
Mandan Public Schools implements 
sharing tables to reduce waste  DAKOTA, C1
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Congratulations
Jenna Fleck

Promoted To Chief Operations Officer
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