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 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump accused the Jus-
tice Department Tuesday of being 
part of the “deep state” and urged 
prosecution against a top aide to 
former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and former FBI Director 
James Comey.

He also claimed that U.S. sanc-
tions on North Korea were having 
a “big impact” and that he was re-
sponsible for preventing commer-
cial aviation deaths in 2017.

Trump’s latest tweets pressed fa-
miliar arguments for the president, 
who is set to begin his first full year 

in office with the victory of tax leg-
islation but the Russia investigation 
still hanging over his administra-
tion.

“Crooked Hillary Clinton’s top 
aid, Huma Abedin, has been ac-
cused of disregarding basic secu-

rity protocols. She 
put Classified Pass-
words into the hands 
of foreign agents,” 
Trump tweeted in an 
apparent reference 
to a report by the 
conservative Daily 
Caller.

“Remember sailors 
pictures on subma-

rine? Jail! Deep State Justice Dept 
must finally act? Also on Comey & 
others,” he added.

As he remains shadowed by the 
special counsel’s Russia investiga-
tion, Trump has seized on recent 
revelations of anti-Trump behavior 

by some FBI officials, including some 
who once worked on special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s probe of Russian 
meddling in the 2016 presidential 
election, to claim bias against him.

The president’s reference Tuesday 
to “Deep State Justice Dept.” suggests 
that federal law enforcement is part 
of an entrenched bureaucracy that 
Trump and his supporters say didn’t 
want him to be elected and is actively 
working to undermine his presidency.

During the daily press briefing in 
Washington, White House spokes-
woman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Trump stood by the tweet.

Trump’s reference to sailors likely 
referred to a Navy sailor convicted of 
taking photos of classified areas inside 
a submarine.

Trump’s blast at the Justice De-
partment came after returning  from 
a holiday getaway to face legislative 
challenges, midterm elections and 
global threats.

At home, Trump is hoping for more 
legislative achievements after his 
success on cutting taxes. He plans to 
host Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky and House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin at 
Camp David next weekend to map 
out the 2018 legislative agenda.

Republicans are eager to make 
progress before attention shifts to 
the November midterm elections. 
The GOP wants to hold the House 
and Senate, but must contend with 
Trump’s historic unpopularity and 
some recent Democratic wins, in-
cluding the pickup of a Senate seat 
in deeply Republican Alabama.

The White House has said Trump 
will come forward with his long-
awaited infrastructure plan in Jan-
uary. Trump also has said he wants 
to overhaul welfare and predicted 
Democrats and Republicans will 
“eventually come together” to de-
velop a new health care plan.

‘Deep state’ DOJ slammed U.S. commander sets 
new Afghan strategy

WASHINGTON — The top 
American commander for the 
Middle East wants a more aggres-
sive Afghan military pressuring 
Taliban and other insurgents over 
the normally quieter months of 
Afghanistan’s winter, and then 
quickly going on the offensive in 
the spring. It’s all part of a plan the 
United States hopes will change 
the course of a war now entering 
its 17th year. Gen. Joseph Votel 
of U.S. Central Command said 
an influx of new American train-
ers can help escalate the fight. 
They’ll be operating with Afghan 
units, closer to the front lines and 
at greater risk, but Votel said U.S. 
commanders will ensure Amer-
ican and allied forces have ade-
quate protection.

Path to citizenship 
may be on table

SAN DIEGO — The U.S. Home-
land Security secretary said Tues-
day the White House would con-
sider immigration legislation that 
includes a pathway to citizenship 
for hundreds of thousands of 
young people, but she emphasized 
it wasn’t an endorsement.

Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen said 
President Donald Trump would 
consider any legislation Congress 
passes and noted that some law-
makers want to include a pathway 
to citizenship for about 800,000 
people who have been temporarily 
shielded from deportation.

Asked whether the president 
would support citizenship, she 
said, “I think he’s open to hear-
ing about the different possibili-
ties and what it means but, to my 
knowledge, there certainly hasn’t 
been any decision from the White 
House.”

BRIEFLY
MIDDLE EAST: In a pair of tweets, 
President Donald Trump threat-
ened Tuesday to cut off U.S. aid 
money to the Palestinian Au-
thority and acknowledged that 
the Middle East peace process 
appears to be stalled. Trump 
said the U.S. pays “the Palestin-
ians HUNDRED OF MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS a year and get no 
appreciation or respect. They 
don’t even want to negotiate a 
long overdue ... peace treaty with 
Israel.”

PAKISTAN: Pakistan fired back 
Tuesday after President Donald 
Trump accused it of harboring 
terrorists, calling his New Year’s 
Day tweet “completely incom-
prehensible.” The government 
summoned the U.S. ambassador 
to complain but stopped short of 
demands by protesting Islamic 
groups to expel the envoy.

OUTAGE: An outage in the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s processing system briefly 
led to delays Monday night for 
international travelers arriv-
ing in the U.S. A spokeswoman 
for the agency says a two-hour 
delay starting around 7:30 p.m. 
EST forced Customs and Border 
Protection officers to process ar-
riving passengers using backup 
procedures at some airports.

SOLDIER KILLED: The U.S. mil-
itary said an American soldier 
was killed and four others were 
wounded during a battle Mon-
day in eastern Afghanistan. In 
a statement, it said two of the 
wounded were in stable condi-
tion and the other two have re-
turned to duty. Sen. Cory Booker 
said the Army had identified the 
dead soldier as Mihail Golin, of 
Fort Lee, New Jersey.

FRANKEN: Sen. Al Franken, 
D-Minn., officially resigned 
from the Senate Tuesday after-
noon, nearly a month after he 
announced his plans to leave 
Congress amid a swirl of sexual 
misconduct allegations. 

CANADA: A Canadian man re-
cently freed with his American 
wife and children after years be-
ing held hostage in Afghanistan 
has been arrested and faces at 
least a dozen charges including 
sexual assault. Attorney Eric 
Granger said Tuesday that Joshua 
Boyle also faces assault and forc-
ible confinement charges. 

— Associated Press
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DEVOTEES PRAY FOR FAMILY PROSPERITY
a young nepalese devotee collects water to offer a prayer Tuesday at the banks of the Hanumante river during the 
Madhav narayan Festival in Bhaktapur, nepal. during the festival, devotees recite holy scriptures dedicated to the Hindu 
goddess swasthani and Lord shiva. unmarried women pray to find a good husband, while those who are married pray for 
the longevity of their husbands by observing a monthlong fast.

MATTHEW DALY AND KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Republican 
Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah said Tues-
day he will not seek re-election after 
serving more than 40 years in the 
Senate, opening the door for for-
mer GOP presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney to run for his seat.

Hatch, 83, said he’s always been 
a fighter, “but every good fighter 
knows when to hang up the gloves.”

Hatch is the longest-serving Re-
publican in the Senate. He chairs the 
powerful Senate Finance Committee 
and was a major force in getting a tax 
overhaul through Congress in De-
cember. He also played a key role in 
persuading President Donald Trump 
to sign proclamations scaling back 
two sprawling national monuments 
in Utah that Hatch and other con-
servatives considered examples of 
government overreach.

In a statement, Hatch said he de-
cided to retire at the end of his sev-
enth term after “much prayer and 
discussion with family and friends” 
over the holiday break.

Romney, the former Massachu-
setts governor who now lives in 
Utah, has been eyeing a Senate run, 
but Trump had encouraged Hatch to 
seek re-election. Romney thanked 
Hatch in a statement on Facebook 
and said Hatch “has represented 
the interests of Utah with distinc-
tion and honor.”

Trump had been open in recent 
months about pressuring Hatch 
to stay in the Senate, particularly 
as Romney’s ambition for the seat 
became apparent. Trump’s private 
lobbying campaign was bolstered by 
a public love-fest, as Trump invited 
Hatch with him on Air Force One in 
December as he shrunk the bound-
aries of the two Utah monuments.

Trump called Hatch “a fighter” 
and “a special friend of mine,” and 
thanked Hatch for his vocal support 
when “it wasn’t exactly the easiest 
thing to do.”

Utah’s 
Hatch 
won’t seek 
re-election
Longtime senator’s 
move opens door for 
possible Romney run
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Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — There will be two 
fresh Senate faces and some familiar 
but stubborn clashes facing lawmak-
ers today as Congress begins its 2018 
session staring at the year’s first po-
tential calamity — an election-year 
government shutdown unless there’s 
a bipartisan spending pact by Jan. 19.

Looking to prevent a closure of 
federal agencies, top White House 
officials planned to meet today at the 
Capitol with House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., and each chamber’s 
top Democrat.

Their goal is to find a compromise on 
raising limits on defense and domestic 
spending that eluded lawmakers be-

fore they left Washington for the hol-
idays. In a statement Tuesday, White 
House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said President Donald Trump 
wants a two-year pact “that provides 
realistic budget caps and provides cer-
tainty for our national security,” sug-
gesting he was open to a bargain.

In one complication, Democrats 
have linked closure on the budget to 
protecting from deportation hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants who ar-
rived in the U.S. illegally as children. 
Both parties have been divided over the 
so-called Dreamers.

Parachuting into all this is a Dem-
ocratic duo whose Senate arrivals are 
extraordinary.

Alabama’s Doug Jones narrowly 
upended Roy Jones, the polarizing 
Republican, in a special election last 
month to become the first Senate 
Democrat in a quarter-century from 
one of the nation’s reddest states. Min-
nesota Lt. Gov. Tina Smith will replace 
Democrat Al Franken, the one-time TV 

comedian who was becoming one of 
his party’s most familiar liberal voices 
but resigned after a succession of sex-
ual harassment accusations. His last 
day in Congress was Tuesday.

Both new lawmakers will be sworn 
into office when the Senate gavels into 
session today. The House is not return-
ing until next week.

A temporary spending bill expires 
Jan. 19 and federal agencies will begin 
closing their doors the next day, unless 
there’s a budget pact or an agreement 
to keep talking. Defense Secretary 
James Mattis has told lawmakers the 
Pentagon needs a full-year budget this 
month. House Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman Mac Thornberry, 
R-Texas, concurred Tuesday in an in-
terview, saying he was “trying to think 
of a word that adequately describes 
how vital” that is.

Also on tap for Congress: Discus-
sions on immigration, benefit pro-
grams like welfare, infrastructure and 
an additional disaster aid package.

New faces, old partisan 
standoffs await legislators
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Jones, Smith set  
to join Senate with 
budget battle on tap 

President calls for 
prosecution against 
Comey, Clinton aide

Trump

MATTHEW PENNINGTON
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — My nuclear 
button is bigger — and better — than 
your nuclear button. That’s the mes-
sage from President Donald Trump 
to North Korea’s Kim Jong Un.

Trump tweeted Tuesday night in 
response to Kim’s declaration earlier 
this week that he has a button for nu-

clear weapons on his table and the 
entire U.S. mainland is now within 
strike range.

In the tweet, Trump asked if 
someone from Kim’s “depleted and 
food starved regime” could “please 
inform him that I too have a Nuclear 
Button, but it is a much bigger & 
more powerful one than his, and my 
Button works!”

Trump does not actually have a 
nuclear button on his desk. The nu-
clear “football” is carried by a rotat-
ing group of military officers every-
where the president goes.

Earlier Tuesday, Trump sounded 
open to the possibility of an in-
ter-Korean dialogue after Kim made 
a rare overture toward South Korea 
in a New Year’s address. But Nikki 
Haley, Trump’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, insisted talks would 
not be meaningful unless the North 
was getting rid of its nuclear weap-
ons.

In a morning tweet, Trump said the 
U.S.-led campaign of sanctions and 
other pressure were beginning to have 
a “big impact” on North Korea. He re-
ferred to the recent, dramatic escape 

of at least two North Korean soldiers 
across the heavily militarized border 
into South Korea. He also alluded to 
Kim’s comments Monday that he 
was willing to send a delegation to 
the Winter Olympics, which will be 
hosted by South Korea next month.

In response to Kim’s overture, 
South Korea on Tuesday offered 
high-level talks on Jan. 9 at the 
shared border village of Panmunjom 
to discuss Olympic cooperation and 
how to improve overall ties.

North Korea did not immediately 
react to the South’s proposal. 

With a tweet, Trump escalates North Korea tensions
Message responds  
to Kim Jong Un’s threat 
of nuclear action


