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DAVE OLSON
Forum News Service 

 FARGO — One of two suspects 
in the killing of Savanna LaFon-
taine-Greywind is apparently plan-
ning to make a change of plea in Cass 
County District Court.

According to online court records, 
Brooke Crews is scheduled to change 
her plea during a hearing on Dec. 

11. A notice of the hearing was fi led 
Monday.

Crews is one of two suspects 
accused of killing 22-year-old La-
Fontaine-Greywind and abducting 
her newborn daughter in August. 
The other suspect is Crews’ live-in 
boyfriend, William Hoehn.

They have both pleaded not guilty 
to charges of conspiracy to commit 
murder, conspiracy to commit kid-
napping, and providing false infor-
mation to police.

On Tuesday, prosecutor Leah Viste 
said an amended criminal complaint 
is not being contemplated, meaning 

if there is a change 
of plea it will likely 
involve the original 
charges.

Messages left 
Tuesday for Crews’ 
attorney, Steven 
Mottinger, and for 
Gloria Allred, a 
high-profi le Cali-

fornia attorney retained by the La-
Fontaine-Greywind family, were not 
returned.

On Oct. 3, Crews’ attorney fi led 
for a mental health evaluation of 
Crews. Hoehn’s attorney has not 

done the same for Hoehn.
Mental health documents are 

sealed, though their contents could 
determine whether Crews is compe-
tent to be held criminally responsi-
ble for the crimes.

Crews was arrested on Aug. 24 
in the north Fargo apartment she 
shared with Hoehn, upstairs from 
the apartment where the LaFon-
taine-Greywind family lived. Police 
said Crews was found in possession 
of a newborn baby girl, alive and 
healthy, that DNA tests later proved 
belonged to LaFontaine-Greywind.

Hoehn was arrested later the same 

day at his place of employment.
LaFontaine-Greywind disap-

peared on Aug. 19 while eight 
months pregnant after going up-
stairs in her apartment building to 
help Crews with a sewing project. 
Her body was found eight days 
later in the Red River. Police said 
her death was caused by “homicidal 
violence.”

Hoehn’s next court appearance is 
set for Dec. 6. It is a hearing where 
defendants typically let the court 
know if a case looks like it may be 
resolved with a plea change or if it 
is heading to trial.

Crews plans to change her plea
Woman is one of two 
suspects in the murder 
of LaFontaine-Greywind

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Eleven years ago, Mark and 
Claudia Thompson were told their 
granddaughter had a 5 percent 
chance of survival.

The couple’s daughter went into 
labor early, giving birth to two chil-
dren, a boy and a girl, at the 24th 
week of her pregnancy. The boy 
had a massive cerebral hemorrhage 
and died the second day. The girl 
was 1 pound, 6 ounces — Claudia 
Thompson said she had “never 
seen anything so tiny.”

For 117 days, their granddaughter 
was in the neonatal intensive care 
unit at the Children’s Hospitals 
and Clinics of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis. TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

The twin spires of St. Mary’s Church at Assumption Abbey in Richardton refl ect the sunset against a clear prairie sky on Tuesday evening. The abbey has 
been a landmark in western North Dakota for nearly 120 years.

Sanford to 
double size 
of NICU
Expansion will allow 
additional services for 
babies born premature

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 For the creatures and features of 
Chase Lake National Wildlife Ref-
uge and its related projects, this 
year’s statewide drought hasn’t 
been too bad.

It’s what lies ahead next year that 
may set the scene for a di� erent 
stage.

Neil Shook, Chase Lake NWR 
project leader, said the drought 
descended after a 20-year wet 
cycle. Water levels dropped this 
year, adding more area to the island 
where thousands of pelicans breed 
and nest.

Invasive plants, such as Ken-
tucky bluegrass and smooth 
brome, also decreased this year, 
Shook said.

“Another positive from the 
drought has been it has allowed 
us to do more projects with (pri-
vate landowners), such as some 
of the wetlands restoration work, 

just because the wetlands are now 
dry,” said Shook, pointing to fenc-
ing projects.

However, some fl owering plants, 
including purple conefl ower and 
black-eyed Susan, were down this 
year, according to Shook.

“As long as this doesn’t continue 
or get worse for an extended period 
of time, I think it’s going to be ben-
efi cial,” he said.

How long an extended period of 
time may be is up to one’s perspec-
tive, whether a farmer, rancher or, 
if you’re Shook, concerned about 
habitat.

“I’m really curious to see, come 
this spring, what the response is 
going to be to the vegetation, to 
the wetlands,” he said. “Even if we 
remain dry throughout this win-
ter and next spring, I’m still really 
curious to see what the response is 
going to be from this year’s being 
dry all year.”

Dryness extending too long may 
likely a� ect the local salamander 
population, a source of food for 
the Chase Lake pelicans.

Extended drought could bring 

Drought benefits Chase Lake landscape
Drop in water levels 
allowing pelicans to 
nest in larger areas

Crews

SUNSET AT ASSUMPTION

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 An e� ort to legalize the recre-
ational use of marijuana in North 
Dakota is underway.

David Owen of Grand Forks de-
livered a proposed petition to ini-
tiate a ballot measure to the North 
Dakota Secretary of State’s O�  ce 
on Tuesday. State o�  cials must 
now draft a petition title and re-
view the format before it can be 
circulated for signatures.

Petition seeks
to legalize pot
in N. Dakota
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