
M
1

ADVICE  B4                      
CLASSIFIEDS  B12
COMICS  B5                       

LOTTERIES  B2                                          
OBITUARIES  A9                
OPINION  A10

D • Volume 147, Issue 286 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2021 Follow us online: facebook.com @bistrib twitter.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

High school volleyball
Century sweeps St. Mary’s  SPORTS, B6

Wintry blast 
Snow expected in western ND, 
rain likely in Bismarck  DAKOTA, B1
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CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — One reason 
America’s employers are having 
trouble fi lling jobs was starkly 
illustrated in a report Tuesday: 
Americans are quitting in droves.

The Labor Department said 
that quits jumped to 4.3 million 
in August, the highest on re-
cords dating back to December 
2000, and up from 4 million in 
July. That’s equivalent to nearly 
3% of the workforce. Hiring also 
slowed in August, the report 
showed, and the number of jobs 
available fell to 10.4 million, from 
a record high of 11.1 million the 
previous month.

The data helps fi ll in a puz-
zle that is looming over the job 
market: Hiring slowed sharply 
in August and September, even 
as the number of posted jobs was 
near record levels. In the past 
year, open jobs increased 62%. 
Yet overall hiring, as measured 
by Tuesday’s report, declined 
slightly during that time.

The jump in quits suggests that 
fear of the delta variant is partly 
responsible for the shortfall in 
workers. In addition to driving 
quits, fear of the disease proba-
bly caused plenty of those out of 
work to not look for, or take, jobs.

As COVID-19 cases surged in 
August, quits soared in restau-
rants and hotels from the pre-
vious month and rose in other 
public-facing jobs, such as retail 
and education. Nearly 900,000 
people left jobs at restaurants, 
bars, and hotels in August, up 
21% from July. Quits by retail 
workers rose 6%.

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

North Dakota legislative bud-
get writers on Tuesday kicked 
o�  a series of six meetings over 
the next three weeks on how to 
spend $1 billion of federal Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act coronavirus 
aid.

The House and Senate ap-
propriations committees began 
reviewing about 200 proposals 
from state lawmakers and Gov. 
Doug Burgum, totaling more 
than $9 billion of requests.

Top lawmakers have empha-
sized the money should be used 
for one-time projects, such as 
infrastructure, to shield state 
taxpayers from future funding 

requirements. The proposals 
have been categorized and split 
between the two budget panels 
for hearings, with most present-
ers limited to just a few minutes. 

The House panel began with 
infrastructure projects and aid 
to cities, counties and other local 
governments.

The Senate panel took up in-
formation technology projects 
and various other proposals.

Budget writers also reviewed 
an early bill draft to adjust the 
funding source of a bevy of pre-
viously approved projects found 
to be ineligible for other federal 
coronavirus aid. The bill draft 
shifts the funding to the Rescue 
Plan money, which would leave 
more than $600 million of it for 
the new proposals. The governor 
proposed a similar move.

Next week, the two panels will 
swap topics, and the week after 
they’ll winnow the projects to 

what can advance in a draft om-
nibus bill. Omitted proposals will 
wait until the 2023 Legislature. 

The committees will advance 
proposals to the Legislative 
Management panel, which on 
Nov. 1 will put forth bill drafts for 
the full Legislature to consider in 
a reconvened session beginning 
Nov. 8.

Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman Ray Holmberg, 
R-Grand Forks, on Tuesday out-
lined the process to fellow bud-
get writers, and emphasized the 
uniqueness of the heavy work-
load that awaits them in such a 
short time frame.

“We haven’t done it before. It’s 
really the building of the airplane 
and fl ying it at the same time,” 
Holmberg said. “But as Captain 
Smith of the Titanic said when 
told about icebergs ahead, he 
said, ‘Full speed ahead.’”

House Appropriations Com-

mittee Chair-
man Je�  Delzer, 
R-Underwood, 
said infrastruc-
ture is a priority 
because it fi ts 
key criteria for 
spending the 
money: “It has 
to be one-time 

funding. It needs to be some-
thing that can be spent and needs 
to be done before the ‘23 session. 
It needs to be shovel-ready ... 
and something that doesn’t cost 
us in the future.”

“We’re just barely starting to 
scratch the surface on this,” Del-
zer said of the panels’ work so far. 

Burgum’s Cabinet leaders are 
testifying on proposals related 
to their agencies, governor’s 
spokesman Mike Nowatzki 
said. Burgum’s Accelerate ND 

Rapid-fire hearings start 
for Rescue Plan money

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

PIT STOP
Master Cpl. Mike Lovatt of the Royal Canadian Air Force’s Snowbirds air demonstration team cleans the cockpit of a CT-114 Tutor on Tuesday 
afternoon at the Bismarck Airport. Lovatt said there were 10 Snowbird jets on the short layover for fuel and customs. The 11 pilots, 10 technicians 
and one public a� airs o�  cer departed later for the fi nal fl ight to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, the team’s home base. The Snowbirds were among 
the aero teams at the Houston Air Show over the weekend. “That was our last show and now we’re heading home for the winter,” said Lovatt, 
who added that the Snowbirds have been the RCAF fl ight demonstration team since 1971.

Job quits 
hit record 
pace in 
August

LINDSEY TANNER 
Associated Press 

Older adults without heart 
disease shouldn’t take daily 
low-dose aspirin to prevent a 
fi rst heart attack or stroke, an in-
fl uential health guidelines group 
said in preliminary updated ad-
vice released Tuesday.

Bleeding risks for adults in 
their 60s and up who haven’t had 
a heart attack or stroke outweigh 
potential benefi ts from aspirin, 
the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force said in its draft guidance.

For the fi rst time, the panel 
said there may be a small benefi t 
for adults in their 40s who have 
no bleeding risks. For those in 
their 50s, the panel softened ad-
vice and said evidence of benefi t 
is less clear.

Advice for 
aspirin use 
could shift

The month saw nearly 
3% of workforce quit

IT, infrastructure 
proposals kicked 
o� Capitol panels

Delzer

ALEX KAUTZMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

Century High School senior 
Hudson Eckart knows the chal-
lenges of starting over at a new 
school fi rsthand, and the expe-
rience inspired him to be a leader 
among his peers and help those 
who also are living through chal-
lenging circumstances.

“That struggle has really 
changed my perspective on a lot 
of things and so it’s also changed 
me as a person,” Eckart said of 
moving to Bismarck from Fargo 
when he was 12 years old. “I am 

more open-minded, and I feel 
a calling towards helping oth-
ers because of what I had to go 
through.”

The son of Jamie and Car-
lee Eckart, of Bismarck, is this 
week’s Teen of the Week. Thir-
ty-two high school seniors will 
be recognized by spring, at which 
time a Teen of the Year will be se-
lected from the weekly winners 
to receive a $5,000 scholarship 
sponsored by MDU Resources 
Group.

Eckart started competing in 
swimming with CHS in seventh 
grade and has been on the varsity 
team for the past fi ve years. He 
served as the junior team cap-
tain and is now senior captain. 

He also swims with Aquastorm 
during the o� season.

Eckart has competed at state 
every year since eighth grade. He 
ended his sophomore season as a 
state placer and fi nished sixth in 
the 500-yard freestyle event his 
junior season.

He also has been involved with 
DECA, tennis and the Sources of 
Strength club. In the summer, 
he works as a lifeguard and gives 
swimming lessons.

Swim team captain leads in, out of pool
Century High senior 
is Teen of the Week

PROVIDED 

Century High School senior 
Hudson Eckart is this week’s MDU 
Resources Teen of the Week.
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