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SETH BORENSTEIN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — When two ex-
tremely dense neutron stars crashed 
together in a distant galaxy, astron-
omers struck scientifi c gold, con-
fi rming previously unproven the-
ories, including some from Albert 
Einstein.

Scientists announced Monday 
that after picking up two faint sig-
nals in mid-August, they were able 
to fi nd the location of the long-ago 
crash and see the end of it play out. 
Measurements of the light and other 
energy that the crash produced 
helped them answer some cosmic 
questions.

Gravitational waves 
Scientists, starting with Einstein, 

fi gured that when two neutron stars 
collide they would produce a grav-
itational wave, a ripple in the uni-
verse-wide fabric of space-time. 
Four other times that these waves 
were detected they were the result of 
merging black holes. This is the fi rst 
time scientists observed one caused 
by a neutron star crash.

Where gold comes from 
The Big Bang created light ele-

ments like hydrogen and helium. 
Supernovas created medium ele-
ments, up to iron. But what about 
the heavier ones like gold, platinum 
and uranium? Astronomers thought 
they came from two neutron stars 
colliding, and when they saw this 
crash they confi rmed it. One as-
tronomer described as a “giant train 
wreck that creates gold.” They esti-
mate that this one event generated 
an amount of gold and platinum that 
outweighs the entire Earth by a fac-
tor of 10.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 THEODORE ROOSEVELT NA-
TIONAL PARK — Native Amer-
ican tribes in North Dakota and 
around the country will benefi t 
as Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park reduces the size of its bison 
herd this week.

Sta�  at the South Unit of the 
park are conducting a bison 
roundup to cull the size of the herd 
from 500 to about 380 animals.

A majority of the animals will 
go to supplement herds of vari-
ous tribes through the InterTribal 
Bu� alo Council, which represents 
about 60 tribes across 19 states, 
said Patrick Toomey, range tech-
nician for the Rapid City, S.D.-
based organization.

“We have a constant need for 
animals because our tribal herds 

are being used, they’re being uti-
lized the way they traditionally 

have been, for food source, for 
ceremonial purposes,” Toomey 
said.

The Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe will receive 30 to 40 bison, 
Toomey said.

The Three A�  liated Tribes 
are expected to receive fi ve to 10 
animals to establish a new bison 
herd in Twin Buttes, said Tribal 
Business Council member Cory 
Spotted Bear. The new herd in 
the Twin Buttes segment will be 
in addition to a bison herd in the 
Mandaree area.

“It’s a livelihood,” Spotted Bear 
said. “It’s a symbol of bringing lo-
cal opportunity back to the com-
munity of Twin Buttes.”

Other bison will be transported 
around the country, Toomey said. 
The partnership with the National 
Park Service requires the animals 
to be kept alive for at least a year, 
he said.

Bison roundup 
to benefit tribes
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A young bison peers through a carve-out in a wood plank as it and other bison wait in a corral alleyway for their turn to be examined and tested for 
disease as part of the culling process of the wild herd in the South Unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Park near Fryburg on Monday. 

Cosmic 
crash 
confirms 
theories

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 The alleged attacker injured in 
an o�  cer-involved shooting Sun-
day has been formally charged.

Donald Miller, 51, of Bismarck, 
faces Class B felony robbery with 
serious bodily injury and Class C 
felony simple assault on a peace 

o�  cer in connection to the attack. 
Bismarck Police Chief Dan Donlin 
said Monday morning that the sus-
pect had exited surgery Sunday and 
was in a local hospital.

The name of the o�  cer involved 
has not yet been disclosed. He has 
served three and a half years with 
Bismarck Police and is an Ameri-
can military veteran, according to 
Donlin.

Charge in o�cer-involved shooting

ERICA WERNER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Donald Trump 
and Mitch McConnell rea�  rmed 
their alliance of necessity Monday 
in a raucous Rose Garden news con-
ference that also underscored their 
sharp di� erences. The garrulous 
president claimed they were long-
time friends now closer than ever; 
the reserved Senate Republican 
leader allowed that they share goals 
and speak often.

It was a spectacle that mesmerized 
Washington, as Trump and McCo-
nnell appeared side by side for more 
than a half hour, the president toss-
ing o�  answers — sometimes mini-
speeches — on all topics while Mc-
Connell, disciplined as always, de-
livered brief, scholarly explanations 
about the legislative process and the 
risks to their party of nominating 

Trump, 
McConnell say 
they’re friends

Tribes in N.D., around 
the country receive 
surplus animals

Beach veterinarian William “Doc” Tidball, center, takes a blood sample from 
a large bull bison as it briefl y struggles in a hydraulic squeeze chute as the 
National Park Service began culling the herd in the South Unit of Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park near Fryburg on Monday. Tidball has worked on 
every herd reduction roundup since 1975. 

Judge seals a�davit of 
probable cause in case The Bismarck 

Motor Inn, 
located on 
East Main 
Street, was 
the scene of 
an o�  cer-
involved 
shooting on 
Sunday.
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