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BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — The $3.8 
billion Dakota Access pipeline began 
shipping oil for customers on June 1, 
as Native American tribes that opposed 
the project vowed to continue fi ghting.

Dallas-based Energy Transfer Part-
ners announced that the 1,200-mile 
line carrying North Dakota oil through 
South Dakota and Iowa to a distribution 
point in Illinois had begun commercial 
service. The Dakota Access pipeline and 
the Energy Transfer Crude Oil Pipeline 
from Illinois to the Gulf Coast together 
make up the $4.8 billion Bakken Pipe-
line system, which ETP said has com-
mitments for about 520,000 barrels of 
oil daily.

“The pipeline will transport light, 
sweet crude oil from North Dakota to 
major refi ning markets in a more di-

rect, cost-effective, safer and more en-
vironmentally responsible manner than 
other modes of transportation, includ-
ing rail or truck,” the company said in a 
statement.

Grow America’s Infrastructure Now, 
a coalition of businesses, trade asso-
ciations, and labor groups that benefi t 
from infrastructure development, is-
sued a statement saying projects such 
as Dakota Access “are key components 
to unlocking our nation’s economic po-
tential and creating jobs.”

Four Sioux tribes in the Dakotas are 
still fi ghting in federal court in Wash-
ington, D.C., hoping to persuade a 
judge to shut down the line. Tribes and 
environmental groups fear it might pol-
lute water sources. More than half a year 
of protests in North Dakota resulted in 
761 arrests before President Donald 
Trump’s administration and the courts 

allowed the pipeline to be completed 
earlier this year.

“Now that the Dakota Access pipe-
line is fully operational, we fi nd it more 
urgent than ever that the courts and ad-
ministration address the risks posed to 
the drinking water of millions of Amer-
ican citizens,” Standing Rock Sioux 
Chairman Dave Archambault said in a 
statement. “This pipeline became op-
erational today, yet it has already leaked 
at least three times.”

The leaks came as the line was being 
prepared for service. The Dakota Access 
pipeline and a feeder line leaked more 
than 100 gallons of oil in western North 
Dakota in separate incidents in March, 
and the Dakota Access line leaked 84 
gallons of oil in northern South Dakota 
in April. No waterways were affected.

Follow Blake Nicholson on Twitter at: 
http://twitter.com/NicholsonBlake
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WASHINGTON (AP) — If 
President Donald Trump pulls the 
United States out of the interna-
tional agreement to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions, what could that 
mean for the rapidly heating Earth?

Here’s a guide to what’s in the 
Paris agreement, what’s going on 
with global warming, and what 
might happen if the rest of the 
world keeps fi ghting man-made 
climate change and the U.S. stays 
partially or completely on the side-
lines.

What is the paris 
agreement trying to do?

The 2015 agreement aims to 
prevent the Earth from heating up 
by 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit) since the start of the 
industrial age.

But the world has already 
warmed about 1.1 degrees Celsius 
(2 degrees Fahrenheit) since the In-
dustrial Revolution, so this is more 
about preventing an additional 1.6 
degrees Fahrenheit of warming.

How?
Each nation submitted its own 

goals for curbing heat-trapping 
emissions. Those pledges added up 
to preventing 117 billion tons of 
carbon dioxide from being put into 
the air by 2030, analysts calculate.

The U.S. set a target for reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions by 
2025 at 26 to 28 percent below 2005 
levels — or about 1.6 billion tons of 
annual emissions. A study last year 
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TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE
In this Oct. 5, 2016, fi le photo, heavy equipment is seen at a site where sections of the Dakota Access pipeline were being buried near the 
town of St. Anthony in Morton County, N.D. The 1,200-mile line carrying North Dakota oil through South Dakota and Iowa to a distribution 
point in Illinois began commercial service June 1, 2017. (Tom Stromme/The Bismarck Tribune via AP, File)
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