
Bismarck TriBune Thursday, december 7, 2017 | A3

m
1

OBITUARIES

STATE OBITUARIES
 BOTTINEAU—kenn Torgerson, 68.
COOPERSTOWN—colleen erickson, 88.
DEVILS LAKE—madissen Paulsen, 11.
GRAND FORKS—David rau, 58.
HATTON—adele Bye, 66.
MINOT—Loran Brunner, 68; susan knock, 70; mavis Lyon, 92.
WEST FARGO—marvin miller, 86.

Phyllis V. Johnson
 Phyllis Virginia Johnson, Bismarck, passed away peacefully 

Dec. 3, 2017, surrounded by her family. service of christian buri-
al and holy communion will be celebrated at 11 a.m. saturday, 
Dec. 9, at Lutheran church of the cross, Bismarck, with the rev. 
Lisa ahlness officiating.

Visitation will begin at 10 a.m. saturday at the church until 
the time of the service.

Phyllis was born July 27, 1928, to Lawrence albert and Lorain 
O. anderson at swedish Hospital, minneapolis. she was the sec-
ond child with an older brother, Lawrence Jr., born exactly one 
year earlier on the same day at the same hour. Her neighborhood 
in ne minneapolis gave life-long friendships, swedish-born grand-
parents mostor and morbro, aunts and uncles, and the closely-knit 
Parish of concordia Lutheran, all within walking distance. she at-
tended Whitney and Pillsbury Grade schools, began the study of 
piano at age five, and was an accomplished yet modest pianist 
throughout her life.

she graduated from edison High school in 1946, where she 
honed her skills as an expert at shorthand. she attended the min-
neapolis secretarial college, after which she began a career as 
a legal secretary working for the Dorsey Law Firm in downtown 
minneapolis (after having been refused earlier applications at law 
firms due to her being left-handed). she met her first husband, 
the late Dale Henry Jensen, when they were children while he was 
visiting nD relatives in minneapolis. it was by chance that they 
met again as young adults when he knocked at the door looking 
for her brother. a long-distance romance began with him at unD 
Law school and her working in minneapolis. They were married 
in september 1954, spending their first year as husband and wife 
in a wintry Grand Forks for the last year of his law studies. They 
later settled in Bismarck, where they raised their five children. 
as a family, they spent many happy summers at their cabin on 
Blue Lake. Dale passed away in 1974. Phyllis’ strong faith gave 
her comfort as she continued to raise her children. in 1977, her 
friend sen. shirley Lee suggested to a widowed edgar V. Johnson 
that he might escort Phyllis to a republican luncheon which she 
was organizing. They were married in October 1978, finding a path 
together with a blended family. she was widowed again in 1987, 
when edgar died suddenly. ed’s family and friends provided great 
support for her, remembering the blessing of their short time to-
gether. she loved seeing and hearing from ed’s children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren throughout the years following.

Phyllis’ interests led her to work for the nD state Legislature 
during numerous bi-annual sessions, and she regularly served as 
an election judge in her neighborhood. Phyllis was a proud and 
active mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother (still sled-
ding down Bsc Hill into her 70s!).

she was a proud supporter of her church, choir, martha’s cir-
cle, the sons of norway (sverdrup Lodge), nD republican Wom-
an, and PeO – chapter n.

she will be missed and the memories of her thoughtfulness 
will be treasured by her children, scott Jensen (Bonnie), susan 
Weekes (John), Laurie spilde (Jonathan), sara Fritz (chuck), kent 
Jensen; grandchildren, Lyndsey Tungseth (Jake), kaiya Johnson 
(Devon), clinton Jensen, amy Jensen (Josh), savannah Fritz, india 
Fritz, coleman spilde; and great-grandchildren, cally, kambri, and 
Gabriel; her stepchildren, rick Johnson (Virginia), the rev. Dan 
Johnson (cathy), Linnea Johnson and their extended families; as 
well as sister-in-law, Valerie anderson; niece, Teri Wysopal and 
family; cousin, Donna smith; and many friends and neighbors.

in lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to church of the 
cross (Building Fund), salvation army.

Go to www.eastgatefuneral.com to share memories of Phyl-
lis and sign the online guest book. (eastgate Funeral service, 
Bismarck)

Esther Wenz
 esther Wenz, 99, passed away 

Dec. 4, 2017, at st. alexius Hospi-
tal, Bismarck. services will be held 
at 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at the 
Bismarck seventh-Day adventist 
church with viewing beginning at 
9 a.m. Burial will take place at the 
seventh-Day adventist cemetery, 
seven miles northeast of Dodge, at 
2 p.m. csT (1 p.m. msT).

From 6 to 7 p.m. today, family 
will greet visitors at Bismarck Fu-
neral Home, 3723 Lockport st.

The seventh of 12 children, es-
ther was born aug. 26, 1918, to 
adam and Barbara (Weisenberg-
er) seidel, and she was the first to 

be born in the new, two-story home on her parents’ 160-acre al-
lotment of land, rather than a sod hut. she attended a one-room 
rural school through the eighth grade and vividly recalled a day 
in the 1920s when they looked up and asked the teacher, “What’s 
that?” These young school children had never before seen an 
airplane.

always a lover of learning, esther cried when she learned 
during the Depression that she could not attend high school in 
town: it was too far away and would cost too much to get there or 
to board in Dodge during the week. Her entire life, esther stressed 
the importance of a good education. When people complained 
about taxes going up to fund education, she would emphasize, 
“and who do they think paid for their education?”

esther’s parents had come to america from the Odessa area 
in present-day ukraine (Germans from russia) in 1907, as did her 
parents’ friends, Philippina and Jacob Wenz, who ended up home-
steading just a half mile down the road. Both the seidels and the 
Wenzes converted from the Lutheran faith to join a newly formed 
seventh-Day adventist church. These young converts bought an-
other congregation’s church building, which esther’s brother ed 
delivered to the land the seidels had donated for an sDa church 
and cemetery. esther remarked that the church still had its christ-
mas decorations up, which delighted her, because her parents nev-
er allowed them to have christmas decorations at home. in fact, 
older sister rose once bought candles to put in the windows that 
faced the road. Their mother asked, “What will people think?!?”

These next-door neighbors, the Wenzes, had a son named Her-
bert. During the Depression in the 1930s, several of the Wenzes 
and seidels went to Washington together to pick and sort apples, 
and to load and drive trucks. esther and Herb went for several 
years in a row during a time when there were no crops or jobs 
in north Dakota. Their hopes for more education shriveled and 
died with the crops.

nov. 13, 1940, a day registering 20 below, esther and Herb mar-
ried in the little, second-hand seventh-Day adventist church lo-
cated on the farmland deeded to the church by esther’s parents. 
The first several years of their married life, esther would leave 
Herb and their farm northeast of Dodge for the winter to work 
as a maid, cook, and child-care provider back in Washington. she 
proudly stated, “With that money we were able to buy two cows.”

Two children, Larry and rita, eventually joined them on the 
farm, one of whom was born in the winter of 1948-49 when the 
snow was so deep that esther had to move to Hazen a month be-
fore her due date, in case she went into labor and couldn’t get to 
the hospital. she returned to the farm with rita in a crop dusting 
plane (their first airplane rides) and landed in field.

Larry went to rural school, riding his pony there and hitch-
ing it up by the school; sometimes it would get away and wander 
home, leaving Larry stranded. When it was really frigid, his dad, 
Herb, would hitch up a sleigh, put hot stones in blankets, and get 
Larry to school.

in 1954, esther and Herb planned to build a new home on their 
farmstead, but the well water was not good. instead, they built 
that same home in Bismarck, where they raised their children, 
staying there until Herb died with esther continuing for over 59 
years before moving to Touchmark.

esther began cleaning homes for a living, working almost 50 
years for some of her families. at age 82, when asked why she 
hadn’t retired, she commented, “Well, some of the people i work 
for are old. They need me.”

When Herb and esther reached retirement age, esther insisted 
they both save their social security checks to invest for their old 
age. They both continued to work full time, living off that income. 
Her prescience paid off with Herb living to 90 and she herself to 
99. although she was fairly quiet and shy, esther ‘s strength of 
convictions allowed her to maintain financial independence right 
to the end, something of which she was very proud.

esther loved to do cross-stitch, an art that requires great at-
tention to detail and patience. she produced literally hundreds 
of works ranging from framed pictures to wall hanging to christ-
mas stockings and hand towels. she also loved to cook and bake, 
at which she excelled. at 94, she was still making 25-30 varieties 
of cookies and candy (home made caramels!) to send across the 
united states or to share with friends and neighbors.

a member of the Bismarck seventh-Day adventist church since 
1954, she served as the assistant treasurer for 25 years.

she dearly loved spending time with her children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren.

esther is survived by a son, Larry (krista, mother of James and 
Davis Hay); and a daughter, rita kelly; two grandchildren, Jacob 
(Leslie) Wenz and shea kelly (Tarek assali); three great-grandchil-
dren, alexandra Wenz, and Thomas and chiara assali; a sister, el-
len Hendrickson; and numerous nieces and nephews.

she was preceded in death by husband Herb; brothers carl, adam, 
ed, and albert; and sisters elsie Faser, alvina, rose, elma schelske, 
clara Graham, and Della Heitzman; and son-in-law Joe Westby.

esther sometimes would comment, “Don’t go to any fuss; i’m 
just a simple person. in the words of the shaker hymn, ‘Tis a gift 
to be simple.’”

she now returns to the land her father homesteaded to lie by 
her love, Herb, and to rest between her parents and his. “Well 
done, thy good and faithful servant.”

Guy Holden
 Guy H. Holden, 96, Longmont, 

colo., passed away Dec. 1, 2017, at 
Lutheran collier Hospice in Wheat 
ridge, colo.

He was born on the family farm 
aug. 20, 1921, in Wilton to albert 
e. and Helga (anderson) Holden. 
Guy grew up on the farm with his 
11 siblings.

He graduated from Wilton High 
school class of 1939 and attend-
ed capital commercial college in 
Bismarck.

Guy served in the united states 
merchant marines. He attended of-
ficers training in Boston with the 
u.s. coast Guard. He was honor-

ably discharged.
On Oct. 14, 1944, he married arlene Olson in Bis-

marck. she preceded him in death on June 19, 2006, 
they had been married for 62 years.

Guy was a JcPenney manager trainee after college and then ac-
cepted a position with Gambles in Havre, mont., where he served 
as manager for 26 years. He was promoted to a district and pro-
motional manager in the Denver area and surrounding states, 
and he became involved with research and development. Guy re-
tired in 1985.

Guy made his home in Longmont since 1979.
He was a member of First Lutheran church, both in Havre and 

Longmont. He served as head usher for many years.
Guy was a member of the B.P.O. elks and the Golden k kiwanis 

club. He volunteered for meals on Wheels for many years.
He enjoyed golf. Guy and arlene enjoyed collecting and shar-

ing art pieces from their ricker pewter collection, internation-
al travel, and spending time at their Vail timeshare. They loved 
their dog mandy.

He was also preceded in death by his son, rodney Holden.
Guy is survived by his son, Lon (Barb) Holden, Great Falls, 

mont., daughter, Pam (Lance) Jonas, Denver; six grandchildren, Ja-
son (marcie) Holden, Dustin (stacy) Holden, Brooke (Jeff) schmidt, 
shane (katie) Doyon, christy Doyon, and curtis (ashley) Doyon; 
thirteen great-grandchildren; and two sisters, Violet Lowery and 
esther mcmullen.

memorial services will be held at 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at ryss-
by church. cremation entrusted to ahlberg Funeral chapel and 
crematory, Longmont. memorial contributions may be made to 
Golden k kiwanis. Visit www.ahlbergfuneralchapel.com to share 
condolences.

Louise Friese
 Louise (Weigum) Friese, 90, 

Garrison, died Dec. 3, 2017, at the 
Benedictine Living center in Garri-
son. services will be held at 11 a.m. 
saturday, Dec. 9, at Peace Lutheran 
church in Garrison. Burial will be at 
the Garrison city cemetery.

Louise was born sept. 7, 1927, to 
steven and catherine (Traxel) stern 
at her family’s farm 12 miles north 
of Golden Valley. she was raised 
on her family’s farm and was ed-
ucated in nearby country schools. 
she attended high school in Gold-
en Valley, graduating in 1943. she 
continued her education at Dickin-
son state university and received a 

bachelor’s degree in education. she then went on to receive her 
master’s degree from northern state university in aberdeen, s.D. 
in between her schooling, Louise married Delton Weigum in 1946. 
They had one son, Jerome. Delton passed away in 1972, shortly 
after moving to Garrison. Louise married Gerald Friese on Oct. 
24, 1975, and they made their home in Garrison.

Louise had a lifelong career in teaching. she taught in various 
country schools in the Beulah, Hazen, Dodge, and Pick city area. 
upon moving to Garrison, she taught at Bob callies elementary 
school, where she eventually retired from teaching. even in re-
tirement, she spent many, many days as a substitute teacher in 
Garrison.

Louise enjoyed playing cards, quilting, gardening, and cook-
ing and baking. she also loved to visit with friends and neighbors.

Louise is survived by her husband, Gerald Friese, Bismarck; 
son, Jerome (Fran) Weigum, Bismarck; granddaughters, Jessica 
Weigum (chris Locken), and amber (mitch) Lennick; stepdaugh-
ters, Val Jungling, Lynette Walters, Peggy Walsc; stepdaugh-
ter-in-law, Patty Friese; sisters, ruby (Gerry) Bauer, Hertha sun-
day, Bea Weigum; sister-in-law, shirley stern; and many nieces 
and nephews.

she was preceded in death by her parents; first husband, 
Delton Weigum; brothers, ray stern, Gottlieb stern, erhard stern; 
sisters, erna avery, Pat schaff, anne chase; and a stepson, rich-
ard Friese.

To sign the online register go to www.garrisonthompson.com. 
(Thompson Funeral Home, Garrison)

Theodore Lippert
 Theodore raymond Lippert, 

88, Bismarck, passed away Dec. 4, 
2017, at sanford Health, Bismarck, 
with his family by his side. services 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. monday, 
Dec. 11, at church of corpus christi, 
Bismarck, with The rev. Terry Wipf 
officiating.

Visitation is scheduled for 
one hour prior to the service at 
the church. Burial will be in the 
north Dakota Veterans cemetery, 
mandan.

Ted was born may 2, 1929, in 
new Leipzig, to Gottlieb and ida 
(Dietz) Lippert. He grew up on the 
family farm and attended Loren 

Township school. Ted enlisted into the u.s. air Force 
and was stationed in samuel air Force Base, n.Y., then 
onto chanute air Force Base in chicago.

Ted was a member of the american Legion, ea-
gles, amvets, and was a life-time member of the nra and Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars.

He is survived by his partner, Tilli emineth, Bismarck; three 
daughters, shari (rodney) Pettys, Jamestown, cynthia Dutke, Bis-
marck, and sarah (alan) mayer, new salem; one son, Tim Lippert, 
st. anthony; one sister, sandi (Bruce) Fuchs, Bismarck; one broth-
er, Delbert Lippert, Pierre, s.D.; seven grandchildren, shane, an-
gela, Quentin Pettys, London and Gracie Lippert, and Tiffany and 
Tanner Dutke; three great-grandchildren, mckenna, kayden, and 
norah Pettys; and two nieces, Jolene nelson and Jessica Fuchs.

Ted was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Lester Lip-
pert; and infant grandson.

Please sign his guest book and share memories at www.daw-
iseperry.com (DaWise-Perry Funeral services, mandan)

FUNERALS TODAY
 Richard Drown, 73, Pick city, 10 a.m., st. Paul Lutheran 

church, riverdale. (Barbot Funeral Home, Hazen)
Pearle Jesjfeld, 102, rural Perkins county, s.D., 10:30 a.m., 

Hettinger Lutheran church. (evanson Jensen Funeral Homes, 
Hettinger)

Barbara Getz, 91, Bismarck, noon, st. mary’s catholic church, 
Bismarck. (Bismarck Funeral Home)

Duane Anderson, 80, Dickinson, 1:30 p.m., Ladbury Funeral 
service, Dickinson.

Jon Heinrich, 57, Bismarck, 2 p.m., north Dakota Veterans 
cemetery, mandan. (eastgate Funeral service, Bismarck)

Ruth Pochant
 ruth Pochant, 85, Bismarck, 

originally of coleharbor, died Dec. 
2, 2017, at st. alexius Hospital in 
Bismarck. services will be held at 
10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at augus-
tana Lutheran church in under-
wood. Burial will be at the cole-
harbor cemetery.

Visitation will be held from 5 to 
7 p.m. Thursday at Thompson Fu-
neral Home in Garrison.

ruth was born april 27, 1932, 
on her family’s farm in the rural 
Zap area, the daughter of emil and 
katie (Voegele) Welk. she married 
Henry Pochant on Oct. 30, 1954, in 
riverdale. They made their home 

in the coleharbor area. Henry died in 2003. ruth stayed at their 
home until 2007 when she moved to Bismarck, where she made 
her home until her death.

ruth lived a farmer’s life for many years raising three boys. 
she also became the head cook at the riverdale Public school 
for many years, where she brought her ‘home cooking’ to the en-
joyment of the kids and school staff. ruth was a great cook and 
canner, and family and friends appreciated and loved her cook-
ing. she could put a meal together in no time if company would 
be around. ruth and Henry did some traveling during their re-
tirement years, along with golfing, gardening, and visiting with 
friends and relatives. Her biggest joy though was spending time 
with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

ruth is survived by her three sons and daughters-in-law, 
Dwight and mary Pochant, rapid city, s.D., clark and Jayne Po-
chant, center, and Jeff and sallie Pochant, coleharbor; eight 
grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and sister and broth-
er-in-law, martha and norman Winkler, menoken.

she is preceded in death by her husband, Henry; brother and 
sister-in-law, richard and Tobea Welk; and her folks.

To sign the online register go to www.garrisonthompson.com. 
(Thompson Funeral Home, Garrison)

Aloys Mastel
 aloys mastel, 86, ellendale, died Dec. 5, 2017, at Prince of Peace 

care center, ellendale, surrounded by his family. mass of chris-
tian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. saturday, Dec. 9, at st. Hel-
ena’s catholic church, ellendale, with Fr. Jason asselin officiating. 
Burial is at st. Helena’s cemetery. 

Visitation is from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Friday with a prayer service 
at 7:30 p.m. at Hoven Funeral chapel, ellendale.


