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KIMBERLY WYNN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The severity of the drought less-
ened considerably during the past 
week as rain helped to mitigate dry 
conditions throughout North Dakota, 
according to data released Thursday 
by the U.S. Drought Monitor.

However, nearly the entire state 
remains abnormally dry, and the se-
verest category, exceptional drought, 
increased slightly from .39 percent to 
.41 percent in the northwest corner 
of the state as compared to last week.

The three categories ranging be-
tween abnormally dry and excep-
tional drought saw signifi cant de-
creases throughout the region. Ex-
treme drought dropped from 18.89 
percent of the state to 3.46 percent. 
Severe drought dropped from 49.03 
percent to 32.87 percent. Areas in 
moderate drought decreased from 
92.98 percent to 87.35 percent.

The Drought Monitor’s data indi-
cated that rangeland and pastures in 
the Dakotas have been slow to recover 
— with 58 percent rated very poor to 
poor in both states on Sunday. 

Though some greening is occur-
ring with more to come as rain is 
forecasted throughout the weekend, 
NDSU Extension has pointed out 
that pastures have been used heav-
ily this summer and cattle produc-
ers are continuing to look for forage 
options to get them through the fall. 
Thirty-one North Dakota counties 
are eligible for the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program and 16 counties are 
eligible for the maximum allowed of 
fi ve months of forage losses.

Chances of rain are 20 percent 
today and increase to 60 percent on 
Saturday and Sunday, according to 
the National Weather Service in Bis-
marck. Cool conditions will prevail 
with temperatures in the 50s.

As of Thursday, year-to-date 
rainfall totals still trailed average 
precipitation by more than 2 inches. 
So far, the Bismarck area has received 
12.39 inches as compared to the av-
erage accumulation of 14.93 inches, 
according to data provided by the 
Weather Underground.

A total of .53 inches of rain fell last 
week.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Seven families who once called 
the North Dakota governor’s resi-
dence home gathered to reminisce 
Thursday about time they spent in 
the building set to be demolished 
this fall.

Gov. Doug Burgum, the ninth 
governor to live in the 57-year-old 
home that is being replaced, in-
vited former governors and family 
members for a reception.

The gathering included four of 
the fi ve living former governors and 
three of the fi ve living former fi rst 
ladies: Allen Olson, Ed and Nancy 
Schafer, John and Mikey Hoeven 
and Jack and Betsy Dalrymple.

Also attending were family 
members of former Govs. William 
Guy and George Sinner.

Burgum called it “historic and 
humbling” to welcome the fi rst 
families.

“We are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to reminisce with them and 
share stories that have become part 
of the history of this home and the 
fabric of our state,” he said.

Burgum and fi rst lady Kathryn 
Helgaas Burgum are scheduled to 
move in early November to a new 
governor’s home that is being con-
structed just to the north of the 
existing home, said John Boyle, 
the state’s facility management 
director.

The current residence, a 
10,000-square-foot ranch style 

home completed on the Capitol 
grounds in 1960, is expected to 
be demolished in mid-November, 
Boyle said.

The governors and their families 
swapped stories about handing out 
candy to hundreds of kids on Hal-
loween and updates the fi rst ladies 
made to the building over the years.

The family of John Hoeven, now 
a U.S. senator, lived in the home for 
10 years, longer than any other fi rst 
family.

“Mikey and I will miss it a lot. We 
loved it and I think our kids really 
enjoyed it, too,” Hoeven said. “It’s 
kind of a tribute to the people of 
North Dakota that we could live 
here and it was almost like the 
other houses on the block.”

Ed and Nancy Schafer, who spent 
the fi rst years of their marriage in 
the governor’s residence, recalled 
fond memories of spending time in 
the family room, with Nancy play-
ing her piano or the family ordering 
pizza and watching a movie.

“The governor’s job is very in-
tense and the schedule is all-con-
suming. You’re with people all the 
time,” said Ed Schafer. “The gover-
nor’s residence ends up being your 
only refuge.”

In 2015, the Legislature autho-
rized $4 million in state funding to 
construct a new 136,000-square-
foot governor’s residence. Another 
$1 million in private donations 
is being raised. Lawmakers cited 
concerns with the existing build-

ing, including accessibility and 
security. The state received no of-
fers to buy or relocate the current 
residence.

Jack Dalrymple said he was 
grateful for the opportunity to say 
goodbye to his former home, but he 
agrees that the state needs a new 
governor’s residence.

“We’ve got to be ready for the 
future and the day when there will 
be a family that wants to live here 
again someday. So it’s the right 
thing to do,” Dalrymple said. “This 
house, unfortunately, is just not a 
building that would be easy to ren-
ovate.”

Burgum said the new residence 
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Family members representing seven governors gathered Thursday to reminisce at the current governor’s residence before it is replaced later this year.

Rain 
relieves 
some dry 
conditions

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 The chairman of the North 
Dakota higher education board 
said Thursday that board leader-
ship stands by University System 
Chancellor Mark Hagerott after 
the release of a 2016 sta�  survey 
that described him as a “militaris-
tic” and “controlling” leader who 
treats men with more respect than 
women.

The report, provided by the 
university system, came at the re-

quest of Kathleen 
Neset, then the 
chairwoman of the 
North Dakota State 
Board of Higher 
Education. Dated 
June 26, 2016, it 
was authored by 
Karol Riedman, a 
university system 

compliance o�  cer.
Riedman’s report paints an un-

fl attering picture of Hagerott’s 
leadership style, with descriptions 
ranging from “absent-minded 
professor” to a “bull in a china 
shop” or simply that there is no 
leadership.

“Most comments suggested that 
the chancellor tends to interrupt 
and talk over sta� , which makes 
some employees feel that he does 
not respect them, is not listening or 
does not value their input,” Ried-
man wrote.

While there were no concerns 
raised over sexual harassment, “all 
employees,” Riedman said, “felt 
there was a di� erence in treatment 
between men and women, and that 
the men in the o�  ce were treated 
with more respect and valued than 
the women.”

Riedman interviewed 15 of the 21 
university system sta�  — two men 
and 13 women — while excluding 

herself, one sta�  member out on 
annual leave and four employees 
who have little contact with the 
chancellor.

The report surfaced a week after 
Hagerott fi red Vice Chancellor Lisa 
Feldner “without cause.” Feldner 
said this week she was “bewil-
dered” by her dismissal.

In response to an interview re-
quest, university system spokes-
woman Billie Jo Lorius said Hag-
erott “has not spoken with any re-
porter thus far and we would like to 
remain consistent.” In a statement 
provided by Lorius, Neset said the 

Survey criticizes chancellor’s leadership
Sta� alleges gender bias 
in 2016 NDUS report

Hagerott

MATTHEW PENNINGTON 
AND JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press 

 NEW YORK — President Donald 
Trump added economic action to his 
fi ery military threats against North 
Korea on Thursday, authorizing 
sti� er new sanctions in response to 
the Koreans’ nuclear weapons ad-
vances. He said China was imposing 
major banking sanctions, too, but 
there was no immediate confi rma-
tion from the North’s most import-
ant trading partner.

Trump praised China for instruct-
ing its banks to cut o�  business 
with Pyongyang, but neither the 
Chinese nor Trump o�  cials were 
ready to say so. Treasury Secretary 

Trump adds 
economic action 
to threats

Please see N. KOREA, Page A7

Historic gathering
of governors say 
goodbye to residence

North Dakota’s governors attending the reunion on Thursday evening are from left John Hoeven (2000-2010), 
Jack Dalrymple (2010-2016), current Gov. Doug Burgum, Ed Schafer (1992-2000) and Allen Olson (1981-1984).
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