
e were like four teenage kids heading out on 

their very fi rst deer hunt, giddy with excite-

ment and the bond between four people, even 

though some of us had met less than 24 hours before. 

Little did I know this hunt was about to become one of my 

most memorable and inspiring. I was riding along with a 

Veteran, who I quickly grew to admire and now I am proud 

to call my friend: Isaac. There is a unique bond which is 

shared amongst outdoorsmen/women during certain 

adventures when everyone in the group is appreciating 

the land, experience, game animals and landowners. But 

throughout this hunt, I was appreciating the many Veter-

ans who had given everything and others who gave an aw-

ful lot while doing something they believed so others could 

have the freedoms we take for granted.

The dirt road came to an end as we drove up to the ranch 

house nestled along the fringes of the Killdeer Mountain 

overlooking the vast wide-open river bottoms. We stepped 

out of the truck, and were greeted with a handshake by 

a friendly rancher who immediately invited us into the 

house. Our focus was immediately drawn to the opposite 

wall, where a gorgeous whitetail buck mount was located. 

We later learned it had a net score of over 200 inches – 

Wow! This Western North Dakota rancher was genuinely in-

viting while sharing trailcam photos with us of some of the 

animals that inhabit the ranch, and shared stories of past 

hunts. He also explained to Jacob Wheeling the best way 

to drive through the river bottoms and approach the blind 

we would be hunting from that evening. It was go time, and 

the magic hour would arrive quickly!

It’s oftentimes mystifying how we get ourselves involved in 

much of what happens in our lives, the friendships which 

we establish and the paths we choose. And I certainly 

never guessed that 15 years ago when I joined forces with 

good friends John Arman and Kurt Schirado that my path 

would lead to sharing a blind with United States Army Vet-

eran Isaac Graham. 

John, Kurt and I have had the pleasure of fi lming television 

segments for Ultimate Outdoor Adventures TV the past 

few years with the Injured Military Wildlife Project of North 

Dakota (IMWP). This October, on a beautiful fall afternoon, 

Kurt and I loaded up our gear and headed west to Killdeer, 

North Dakota, where we would meet up with Jacob Wheel-

ing, Jeremy Candrian (volunteers with the IMWP of ND) 

and Isaac Graham shortly after sundown. This is where 

the story began, and how I was reminded that many of our 

trophy hunting experiences should not be measured with 

a tape or determined by size, but are determined by gener-

osity, excitement and friendship.

The Injured Military Wildlife Project of ND (IMWP) is a non-

profi t organization that provides hunting and fi shing oppor-

tunities to military personnel who have been injured in the 
United States Army Veteran Isaac Graham.


