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Check your clocks
Daylight Saving Time 

started at 2 a.m. today

 PARTLY CLOUDY 
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Spring forward
Don’t forget to set

clocks ahead
one hour
at 2 a.m.
Sunday.
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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 STEELE — A Burleigh County 
drilling company that had 13 em-
ployees at the height of the Bak-
ken oil boom is now struggling 
to survive a year after the owner 
discovered a secretary made un-
authorized payments to herself.

Larry Magstadt, the owner of 
Northland Boring LLC, said he 
lost nearly $700,000 to employee 
Melinda Strom, who wrote checks 
and made electronic transfers to 
herself and her business without 
permission.

Strom, 51, who pleaded guilty 
Friday in Burleigh County District 
Court to misapplication of en-
trusted property, a Class A felony, 
admitted only that the amount ex-
ceeded $50,000.

A restitution hearing is set for 
April 9 to determine how much 
money Strom will be ordered to 
pay Magstadt in restitution.

It’s been about a year since a 
tax preparer discovered some 
discrepancies in Northland Bor-
ing’s books. Magstadt and his wife, 
Shelly, said they feel betrayed by 
Strom, a former high school class-
mate.

“He trusted her,” Shelly Mag-
stadt said. “He never went into the 
bank account because he trusted 
her.”

Court records show about 
$200,000 in unauthorized checks 
from December 2014 to March 
2017 written to Strom and her 
business, Beary Tweet & Tasty.

During the hearing Friday, As-
sistant Burleigh County State’s 
Attorney Marina Spahr said pros-
ecutors believe there were many 
more unauthorized payments 
that bring the full amount close 
to $700,000.

“She hid it well,” Shelly Mag-
stadt said after the hearing.

MICHAEL VOSBURG, FORUM NEWS SERVICE 

Bismarck Century celebrates at center court after defeating Mandan in the North Dakota Class A girls state championship game Saturday at the Scheel’s 
Center in Fargo. The Patriots beat the Braves 55-51 to claim their fi fth state title. See story on D1.

Contractor 
struggles to 
survive after 
embezzlement

BLAIR EMERSON AND AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Editor’s note: This story contains 
information inadvertently left out of 
Saturday’s paper when the jump page 
wasn’t published. The complete sto-
ries on the Bismarck superintendent 
and Sonny Perdue’s visit are on Page 
C8.

North Dakotans who worked for 
former Gov. George Sinner said he 
always put the state fi rst.

“I learned early from him how 
strongly he felt about doing the right 

thing for the people of North Da-
kota,” said Richard Gross of Bismarck, 
who served as Sinner’s legal counsel 
during both terms.

Sinner, North Dakota’s 29th gov-
ernor who served from 1985 to 1992, 
died Friday at age 89. He was the most 
recent Democrat to hold the o�  ce.

A funeral Mass is scheduled for 
10 a.m. Friday at Nativity Catholic 
Church in Fargo. A prayer service 
and visitation will be from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, also at the church. Boulger 
Funeral Home in Fargo is handling ar-

rangements.
Lloyd Omdahl, who served as Sin-

ner’s lieutenant governor from 1987 
to 1992, called him “the most warm, 
personable governor in the United 
States” who had the qualities of a 
priest.

“He was in seminary for two years, 
and then he decided that was not for 
him and went and had 10 kids — 
he was Catholic — and so I always 
thought of him as a priest with 10 
kids, because he never quit being 
a priest. He was always kind and 

friendly, like a priest,” Omdahl said.
George B. Sinner told the Asso-

ciated Press his father never talked 
about money and was always focused 
on helping others.

“My dad picked up hitchhikers. He 
cared about immigrants. When I was 
a child, he brought a young man home 
from one of the local colleges who 
was a visiting student from Africa for 
Christmas,” his son said. “That’s who 
he was and how he lived.”

Gross said he began admiring Sin-
ner in the early 1980s while Gross was 

working in the state tax department 
and later helped during his campaign 
for governor.

“I came to regard him as my second 
father,” Gross said. “I considered him 
a Renaissance man, he knew so much 
about so many things.”

Gross said he and Sinner rarely 
had disagreements over policy, and 
all of Sinner’s decisions were rooted 
in what was best for the people of 
North Dakota.

Sinner funeral scheduled Friday

CLASS A STATE CHAMPIONS

ELLEN KNICKMEYER AND AMY FORLITI
Associated Press 

 YOUNTVILLE, Calif. — The 
man who killed three women after 
a daylong siege at a Northern Cal-
ifornia veterans home had trouble 
adjusting to regular life after he 
returned from the Afghanistan 
war and had been kicked out of 
the treatment program designed 
to help him.

As family and friends of the 
victims tried to make sense of the 
tragedy, authorities o� ered little 
information Saturday about why 
Albert Wong, 36, attacked The 
Pathway Home and whether he 
targeted his victims. Those who 

knew the women said they had 
dedicated their lives to helping 
those su� ering like Wong, and 
they would’ve been in a good po-
sition to assist him had Friday’s 
hostage situation ended di� er-
ently.

“We lost three beautiful people 
yesterday,” Yountville Mayor John 
Dubar said. “We also lost one of 
our heroes who clearly had demons 
that resulted in the terrible tragedy 
that we all experienced here.”

Authorities said Wong, a former 
Army rifl eman who served a year in 
Afghanistan in 2011-2012 and re-
turned highly decorated, went to 
the campus about 50 miles north 
of San Francisco on Friday morn-
ing, slipping into a going-away 
party for some employees of The 
Pathway Home. He let some peo-
ple leave, but kept the three.

Authorities o�er few clues
Motive of shooter 
at veterans home 
remains unknown

JOSH EDELSON, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A woman, who declined to give her name, cries after placing fl owers at 
a sign at the Veterans Home of California on Saturday, the morning after 
a hostage situation in Yountville, Calif. A daylong siege at The Pathway 
Home ended Friday evening with the discovery of four bodies, including 
the gunman.

Owner claims $700K
was taken by woman
who pled guilty Friday
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