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 � Horror and heartbreak: Country stars react to Vegas shooting
 � Photos: Inside the Spanish police force that stopped the Islamic State in August
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PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 LAS VEGAS – Beau and Adri-
anne Flom and two other couples 
are devoted country music fans. 
All regularly attended WE Fest in 
Minnesota together as a summer 
ritual.

So it seemed natural that the 
three couples would travel to-
gether to attend the Route 91 
Harvest Festival, a three-day 
celebration of country music near 
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino 
on the Las Vegas Strip.

“It was just a fun event,” Flom 
said, recalling their decision to 
attend.

On the final act of the music 
festival’s final night, Sunday when 
singer Jason Aldean and his band 
were several songs into their set, a 
rhythmic popping sound rang out 
during the outdoor concert. Beau 
Flom at first thought the noise was 
fireworks. He looked up in the sky, 
expecting to see a colorful display.

But the sky was empty – except 
for the cracking sound of gunfire 
whizzing overhead.

“All of a sudden it opened up,” 
Flom said in a phone interview 
Monday. “It was full-on auto-
matic machine gun fire. It was 
constant fire, fully automatic. Like 
a war movie.”

SALLY HO AND REGINA GARCIA CANO
Associated Press 

 LAS VEGAS — The rapid-fire 
popping sounded like firecrackers 
at first, and many in the crowd of 
22,000 country music fans didn’t 
understand what was happening 
when the band stopped playing 
and singer Jason Aldean bolted 
off the stage.

“That’s gunshots,” a man could 
be heard saying emphatically on 

a cellphone video 
in the nearly 
half-minute of 
silence and con-
fusion that fol-
lowed. A woman 
pleaded with 
others: “Get 
down! Get down! 
Stay down!”

Then the pop-pop-pop noise 
resumed. And pure terror set in.

“People start screaming and 
yelling and we start running,” 
said Andrew Akiyoshi, who 
provided the cellphone video 
to The Associated Press. “You 
could feel the panic. You could 
feel like the bullets were flying 
above us. Everybody’s ducking 
down, running low to the 
ground.”

While some concertgoers hit 
the ground, others pushed for the 
crowded exits, shoving through 
narrow gates and climbing over 
fences as 40- to 50-round bursts 

of automatic weapons fire rained 
down on them from the 32nd 
floor of the Mandalay Bay casino 
hotel.

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Hallie Johnsrud, her husband 
and their four friends went to Las 
Vegas last week for the Route 91 
Harvest country music festival.

“I’m a big Sam Hunt fan,” said 
Johnsrud, a Watford City native.

They checked into the Man-
dalay Bay on Thursday. Most of 
the group attended the entire 
three-day concert, but on Sun-
day just four of them bought VIP 
wristbands, which allowed them 
to stand on a balcony suspended 
several feet above the crowd and 
to the left of the main stage.

On Sunday, they witnessed a 
mass shooting at the festival that 
left 59 dead and more than 500 
wounded.

Johnsrud, while sitting with her 
friends — who all managed to es-
caped unscathed — in the McCar-
ran International Airport Monday 
afternoon, said she’s struggling to 
comprehend the harrowing mo-
ments after automatic gunfire 
rang out.
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People run from the Route 91 Harvest country music festival after gunfire was heard Sunday night in Las Vegas. A gunman opened fire on a music festival, 
killing at least 59 and injuring 527. 
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Minot real estate agent 
wounded in shooting
ASSOCIATED PRESS

 MINOT — A real estate agent 
from North Dakota is among 
the hundreds of concert-goers 
wounded in a shooting rampage at 
an outdoor show in Las Vegas.

Andrew Gudmunson of Minot 
was shot Sunday night at the Ja-
son Aldean concert, where a sniper 
from a high-rise hotel killed at least 
59 people.

Gudmunson works at Century 
21 Action Realtors in Minot. The 
firm’s managing broker, Dorothy 
Martwick, says Gudmunson was 
attending the concert with his girl-
friend and another couple.

Gudmunson is a patient at Sun-
rise Hospital and Medical Center, a 
trauma center near the Vegas Strip. 
His condition was not immediately 
available.

JOHN LOcHer, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Drapes billow out of broken windows Monday at the Mandalay Bay resort 
and casino on the Las Vegas Strip,  following a deadly shooting at a music 
festival. A gunman was found dead inside a hotel room.  

� Sniper opens fire on concert from Las Vegas high-rise hotel
� At least 59 dead, 527 injured in largest U.S. mass shooting

Paddock

 � More online: For exclusive 
galleries and video content, see 
our website.

Deadliest shooting
59 are dead and 527 injured in the 
worst mass shooting in U.S. history.

 59 
Vegas shooting, 2017

 50 
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 2016

 33 
Virginia Tech massacre, 2007

 25 
Newtown school shooting, 2012

 24 
Luby’s massacre, 1991

 22 
San Ysidro McDonald’s shooting, 
1984

 15 
U.S. Postal Service shooting, 1986

 14 
Binghamton shootings, 2009

Source: Associated Press
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Las Vegas shooting
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