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CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bismarck Mayor Mike Seminary 
announced Monday plans to run 
for re-election in 2018.

“There is a lot of work that needs 
to be done ... work that’s already 
been put into play,” Seminary said. 
“And I’m not one to walk away 
from work that I’ve started.”

Among those projects is the 
Mayors’ Gold Star Community 
Task Force, Bismarck’s Special As-
sessment and Infrastructure task 
forces and the DisruptWell Tech-
nology Summit, he said.

Providing shelter for the home-
less in the community was also 
addressed.

“It will take more investments,” 
Seminary said. “We are in a crisis, 
and there are no easy answers. We 
can’t just tell them (the homeless) 
to take a bus and go home.”

About 75 people gathered in the 
Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of 
Commerce’s conference room to 
learn of Seminary’s intentions for 

next year’s election.
Seminary, who was fi rst elected 

in 2008 to serve on the city com-
mission, then ran unchallenged for 
mayor in 2014, said he hopes others 
throw their hat in the ring for city 
mayor.

“I sure hope someone runs,” he 
said. “I welcome the opportunity 
to compare their accomplishments 
versus mine, to compare their vi-
sion against mine and to debate 
them.”

Seminary admits that not every-
one is a fan.

“I love the people I serve, even 
the ones that don’t like me,” he 
said. “We all make mistakes. I’ve 
made mistakes. I correct them and 
fess up to them.”

The decision to run for re-elec-
tion was a family decision, Semi-
nary said.

“My wife and my daughters 
have been my biggest support. We 
make decisions as a family,” he said. 
“My daughter actually just sent me 
this text, ‘Good luck, Dad. You’re 

smart, you’re driven, you’re pas-
sionate. I love you. I’m inspired by 
you.’”

“He has a lot of things he wants 
to accomplish yet. The Mayors’ 
Gold Star Community Task Force 

and DisruptWell are important for 
the city, and he wants to see those 
through,” said Deb Seminary, the 
mayor’s wife. “I’m excited for him.”

The election for Bismarck mayor 
will take place in June of 2018.

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bismarck police, fire and am-
bulance personnel handled four 
apparent overdoses between Fri-
day and Sunday.

In each case, first re-
sponders administered Nar-
can, the nasal form of Nalox-
one, a drug to reverse opioid 
overdoses.

The overdoses, reported by Bis-
marck Police, include:

  A 24-year old Bismarck 
man, around 2:30 p.m. Fri-
day, was found unconscious 
with a needle near him by an 
acquaintance in an apartment 
on the 1100 block of Bozeman 
Drive. 

A police officer administered 
two units of Narcan before the 
Bismarck Fire Department and 
Metro Area Ambulance arrived, 
administering a third dose of 
Narcan which revived the man, 
who reportedly admitted to using 
heroin. The ambulance took him 
to the hospital.

  Police arrived and began 
chest compressions on a 34-year-
old Bismarck man until he be-
gan breathing on his own. The 
incident occurred at 1:46 a.m. 
Saturday in an apartment on 
the 300 block of West Interstate 
Avenue. 

Fire personnel administered 
Narcan, which had no apparent 
immediate effect. The man went 
to the hospital.

  Police, fire and ambu-
lance personnel responded to a 
man who said his roommate, a 
20-year-old Bismarck man, had 
possibly ingested heroin. The 
incident occurred at 6:22 p.m. 
Saturday at an apartment 
on the 1600 block of Capitol 
Way. 

Ambulance personnel admin-
istered two doses of Narcan to 
the man who then became re-
sponsive and vomited profusely. 
He was taken to the hospital for 
treatment.

  A 54-year old Bismarck 
woman was unconscious and 
breathing slowly before fire per-
sonnel administered one dose of 
Narcan. She became conscious in 
30 seconds and refused medical 
attention and hospital trans-
port. The incident occurred at 
10:21 p.m. Sunday in an apart-
ment on the 1100 block of West 
Capitol Avenue.

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 
or jack.dura@bismarcktribune.
com.
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Students from Christ the King Elementary wave from a railing by the fl ag at half sta�  on Monday afternoon. Gov. Doug Burgum ordered all fl ags to 
be lowered through Thursday in memory of the church shooting victims in Texas. The students, above from left, are Chloe Haugen, Liam Gardner, 
Michael Gerhardt, Ava Pulkrabek, Ava Klingfus, Lareah Helbling, Lily Avard, Jimmy Haugen, teacher Cate Zebroski, Devin Holle, Eli Kleinknecht, Ashland 
Roethlisberger, Case Roethlisberger, Andrew Gardner, Sheridan Ellingson and Drew Holle.

Responders 
revive four 
people

JIM VERTUNO, WILL WEISSERT 
AND PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press 

 SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
— The gunman who killed 26 peo-
ple at a small-town Texas church 
had a history of domestic violence 
and sent threatening text messages 
to his mother-in-law, a member of 
First Baptist, before the attack in 

which he fi red at least 450 rounds 
at helpless worshippers, authorities 
said Monday.

A day after the deadliest mass 
shooting in state history, the military 
acknowledged that it did not submit 
the shooter’s criminal history to the 
FBI, as required by the Pentagon. If 
his past o� enses had been properly 
shared, they would have prevented 
him from buying a gun.

Investigators also revealed that 
sheri� ’s deputies had responded 
to a domestic violence call in 2014 
at Devin Patrick Kelley’s home in-

volving a girlfriend who became his 
second wife. Later that year, he was 
formally ousted from the Air Force 
for a 2012 assault on his ex-wife 
in which he choked her and struck 
her son hard enough to fracture his 
skull.

In the tiny town of Sutherland 
Springs, population 400, griev-
ing townspeople were reeling from 
their losses. The dead ranged from 18 
months to 77 years old and included 
multiple members of some families.

“Our church was not comprised 
of members or parishioners. We 

were a very close family,” said Sherri 
Pomeroy, the wife of the church pas-
tor, who was out of town with her 
husband when the attack happened. 
“Now most of our church family is 
gone.”

The couple’s 14-year-old daugh-
ter, Annabelle Pomeroy, was among 
those killed.

Kelley’s mother-in-law some-
times attended services there, but 
the sheri�  said she was not at church 
Sunday.

The massacre appeared to stem 
from a domestic situation and was 

not racially or religiously motivated, 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Regional Director Freeman Martin 
said. He did not elaborate.

Based on evidence at the scene, 
investigators believe Kelley died of 
a self-infl icted gunshot wound after 
he was chased by bystanders, one of 
whom was armed, and crashed his 
car.

The 26-year-old shooter also 
used his cellphone to tell his father 
he had been shot and did not think 

Gunman’s violent history
Texas church gunman 
sent hostile text 
messages before attack
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Bismarck Mayor Mike Seminary announced his intention to seek re-election 
in the June 2018 city election at a press conference Monday in front of a 
standing room-only crowd at the Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce 
o�  ce.
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