
M
1

ADVICE A6
CLASSIFIEDS A12, A13
COMICS A7

LOTTERIES  A8        
OBITUARIES  A10
OPINION A9

Volume 144, Issue 009 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2018 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

 � Photo gallery showcases ‘Elvis’ in action
 � Images reveal a soup kitchen’s move
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 Three Native American tribes 
from the Dakotas filed a federal 
lawsuit on Monday against ma-
jor opioid manufacturers and 
distributors, seeking monetary 
damages for an epidemic that 
has had devastating impacts for 
tribal members.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe, 
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe 
and the Sisseton Wahpeton 
Oyate filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in South Dakota against 
24 opioid industry defendants.

The tribes are represented by 
former North Dakota U.S. At-
torney Tim Purdon and former 
South Dakota U.S. Attorney 
Brendan Johnson who now lead 
the American Indian Law and 
Policy Group for national firm 
Robins Kaplan.

“The prescription opioid cri-
sis has hit Indian Country hard,” 
said Purdon, adding Monday he 
is “hopeful” that other North 
Dakota tribes also will file suit.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said one in 
10 Native Americans used pre-
scription opioids for non-med-
ical purposes in 2012, compared 
with 1 in 20 whites, the com-
plaint notes.

Chairman Dave Flute of the 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, 
which crosses the South Dako-
ta-North Dakota border, said 
opioid abuse is an epidemic for 
the tribe.

“It’s growing to the point of 
being catastrophic,” Flute said 
Monday. “It’s causing more 
health conditions, causing social 
dysfunction, family separations. 
It’s negatively impacting our so-
cial way of life.”
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 Heaven’s Helpers Soup Cafe re-
opened in Bismarck on Monday, 
more than 2.5 years after losing the 
lease on its former location.

The new, expanded cafe at 220 N. 
23rd St. offers hot soup and sand-
wiches six days a week, as well as a 
place for fellowship.

Heaven’s Helpers first opened in 
2009 but lost its lease at its Memo-
rial Highway location in June 2015.

Executive Director Mark Meier 
said some of the challenges to re-
opening included raising $250,000 
and relying on thousands of volun-
teer hours to help with renovations.

“It was a community effort, peo-
ple chipping in and helping,” Meier 
said. “It’s exciting to see it all come 
together.”

The volunteer-run cafe offers 
free meals to anyone who’s hungry, 

with freewill donations accepted.
“We serve not only the homeless, 

but we’ve got a big segment of el-
derly that come here, working poor, 
single moms and dads with kids,” 
Meier said. “It’s really for anybody. 
We just want to treat people with 

love and respect.”
The lunch rush on Monday had 

more than 70 people. The cafe served 
100 to 200 a day before it closed.

Connie Herrmann had been a reg-
ular at the former location and was 
eager to check it out on Monday.

“We do miss it,” Herrmann said 
after enjoying a bowl of chicken 
noodle soup.

Herrmann said she likes the so-
cial atmosphere and will probably 
be there every day.

“The food is great, the atmo-
sphere is great and you’re welcomed 
all the time,” she said.

The cafe is near the former Ruth 
Meiers Hospitality House men’s 
emergency shelter, which closed in 
October.

Meier said the cafe is even more 
important now that the shelter is 
closed because it can provide peo-
ple a place to get out of the cold 
during the day. The United Way 
has provided emergency housing 
since the shelter closed, but that is 
primarily for overnight.

“Once they wake up, even if 
they’re able to get shelter, what do 
you do all day long? There’s only so 
many places you’re allowed to go, 
and they have limits,” Meier said.

Heaven’s Helpers 
Soup Cafe reopens
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Mark Meier, executive director of Heaven’s Helpers Soup Cafe, stands in the dining room on Monday during the opening day of business in east Bismarck. The 
non-profit organization offers a free meal to anyone hungry and is run with volunteers and donations.
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 New landowners have closed 
public access to the flagship sculp-
ture of the Enchanted Highway in 
a dispute over liability and the cre-
ator’s lease to the site.

Seth and Kayla O’Donnell pur-

chased a 28-acre parcel for an ease-
ment to build their house in Febru-
ary 2017. Included in that acreage is 
the 5-acre site of “Geese in Flight,” 
the 110-foot tall statue at the head 
of the 32-mile statuary road to Re-
gent in southwestern North Dakota.

In July, the O’Donnells fenced 
the sculpture’s access road imme-
diately north of Exit 72 on Interstate 
94. The couple claimed in court 
documents that the site’s liabil-

ity is unclear while the sculpture 
is unsafe, in disrepair and attracts 
trespassers.

They also claim they didn’t know 
about sculptor Gary Greff’s lease 
agreement to the land for “Geese 
in Flight.” Previous landowner Da-
vid Wanner said he had no evidence 
Greff’s lease existed, according to 
his affidavit.

Dispute hits Enchanted Highway
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“Geese in Flight” is the gateway 
sculpture to the Enchanted 
Highway, which begins at Exit 72 on 
Interstate 94.
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 LAS VEGAS — A judge in Las 
Vegas on Monday dismissed 
criminal charges against a Ne-
vada rancher and his sons ac-
cused of leading an armed up-
rising against federal authorities 
in 2014.

Chief U.S. District Judge Glo-
ria Navarro signaled when she 
declared a mistrial last month 
that she might dismiss the case 
outright against 71-year-old 
Cliven Bundy, sons Ryan and 
Ammon Bundy, and Montana 
militia leader Ryan Payne.

The judge severely criticized 
prosecutors for willfully violat-
ing the due process rights of the 
defendants, including failing to 
properly turn over evidence to 
their lawyer.

Judge 
dismisses 
standoff case

Cafe seeks volunteers  
to prepare, serve meals

The newly opening Heaven’s Helpers Soup Cafe offers anyone a hot bowl of 
soup and a sandwich at 220 N. 23rd St. in Bismarck.

Liability concerns led 
landowners to block road
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