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  Photos: Bismarck native Cara Mund crowned new Miss America
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WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press 

 ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — An Ivy 
League graduate headed to law school, 
with eyes on becoming her state’s fi rst 
female governor, Miss North Dakota 
Cara Mund knew the importance of 
answering a question head-on.

So when judges at the Miss Amer-
ica competition asked her whether 
President Donald Trump was wrong 
to withdraw the United States from 
the Paris climate accords that seek to 
rein in greenhouse gas emissions, she 
did not hesitate.

“It’s a bad decision,” she said during 
Sunday night’s nationally televised fi -
nale. “There is evidence that climate 
change is existing, and we need to be 
at that table.”

That answer helped her win the 
crown as Miss America 2018 at At-
lantic City’s Boardwalk Hall.

Meeting with reporters afterward, 
Mund said she wanted fi rst and fore-
most to give a real answer to the ques-
tion.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Cara Mund’s high school class-
mates knew she’d make history.

Mund, who graduated from 
Bismarck’s Century High School 
in 2012, was voted “Most Likely 
to be Miss America” for her senior 
yearbook.

On Monday, her former school 
was buzzing about Mund becom-
ing the fi rst North Dakotan to win 
the Miss America crown.

“We were screaming in our 
house,” said Robin Jossart, who 
taught Mund in advanced place-
ment biology.

North Dakota has sent contes-
tants to the Miss America pageant 
for 70 years, and no one had ever 
made it to the top fi ve, said SuAnn 
Olson, a board member for the Miss 
North Dakota Scholarship Organi-
zation. Three North Dakotans have 
made it to the top 10, most recently 
Roxana Saberi in 1997.

“I’m just giddy. People don’t ap-
preciate how hard that is to win,” 
Olson said. “Hopefully people in 
our state see that was a real ac-
complishment and take real pride 
in that.”

Mund, 23, graduated with honors 
from Brown University and plans to 
attend law school at the University 

of Notre Dame.
Her high school teachers said 

Mund took the most challenging 
classes to reach her goal of attend-
ing Brown. She often returned after 
graduating to talk to students at her 
former high school.

“She certainly serves as a role 
model for other students,” said 
Sharon Espeland, assistant prin-
cipal for Century who taught 
Mund in advanced placement 
government. “That was one of her 
goals, and she worked pretty hard 
to achieve it. That opens a lot of 
minds and helps other kids see that 
nothing is impossible.”

At Bismarck’s Let’s Dance Stu-
dio, where Mund has been an in-
structor and student, people who 
have watched Mund grow up were 
ecstatic.

“We’re just shocked. We knew 
she could do it, but you don’t ever 
think you’ll know a Miss America,” 
said Amy Mason, manager of the 
studio.

Mund is recognized for the 
fashion shows she’s organized 
since age 14 to benefi t the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, raising more 
than $78,500 to grant the wishes 
of 23 children with life-threaten-
ing medical conditions. President 
Barack Obama honored her for her 
e� orts in 2011.

“She is an inspiration and very 
admirable and we are so proud to 
be a part of her life and a part of her 
reign,” said Billi Jo Zielinski, pres-
ident and CEO of Make-A-Wish 

North Dakota.
Mund interned for Sen. John Ho-

even, R-N.D., from August to De-
cember of 2016. Hoeven honored 

Mund from the Senate fl oor on 
Monday.

N. Dakota ‘giddy’ for 
first Miss America
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New Miss America Cara Mund poses for a photo with contestants Sunday during Miss America 2018 pageant in Atlantic City, N.J.

Miss 
America 
answers 
head-on

Results 
confirm 
parents of 
baby Haisley
BLAKE GUMPRECHT 
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – Ashton Matheny, boy-
friend of the slain Fargo woman, 
Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, said 
DNA test results have confi rmed 
that he and LaFontaine-Greywind 
are the parents of the newborn baby 
found in the apartment of the two 
suspects charged in the case.

“She’s mine,” he said on Monday.
Matheny said that legal custody of 

the baby has not yet been awarded, 
but he is hopeful that will happen 
soon. He has a custody hearing 
Tuesday. He said the baby has been 
in his care since Wednesday.

Matheny and LaFontaine-Grey-
wind named the baby girl Haisley 
Jo. She was seen publicly for the 
fi rst time at LaFontaine-Greywind’s 
funeral last week. Matheny posted 
photos of the girl on his Facebook 
page over the weekend. He also 
posted photos to his Snapchat ac-
count.

LaFontaine-Greywind, 22, dis-
appeared on Aug. 19 after going 
upstairs in her north Fargo apart-
ment building to help a neighbor 
who asked her to model a dress that 
the neighbor was sewing. She never 
returned.

On Aug. 24, police raided the 
apartment where she was last seen. 
They found a newborn baby and 
arrested one of the tenants, Brooke 
Lynn Crews. Her live-in boyfriend, 

Mund voted most likely 
to win pageant by high 
school class in 2012

Miss North Dakota Cara Mund reacts after being named Miss America on 
Sunday during Miss America 2018 pageant in Atlantic City, N.J.

‘U.S. needs seat at
Paris climate pact table’
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