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JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press 

 Alcohol deliveries have resumed 
on an American Indian reservation 
in North Dakota after tribal lead-
ers temporarily shelved new rules 
and higher taxes on booze, state 
Tax Commissioner Ryan Raus-
chenberger said Monday.

The move comes after the Three 
A�  liated Tribes in November 
established new rules and dou-
bled the tax on alcohol for the 
22 non-American Indian-owned 

businesses that sell alcohol prod-
ucts on the Fort Berthold Reser-
vation.

Distributors had halted deliver-
ies in protest at the higher tax and 
rules that would have subjected 
them to inspection by the tribe.

In a Dec. 5 resolution by the 
tribe, the tax and new rules were 
suspended for 60 days, giving the 
tribal chairman authority to ex-
tend them for 60 additional days.

The tribe has said it needs 
higher tax rates to pay for road re-

pairs, law enforcement and other 
consequences of oil development 
on the reservation.

Three A�  liated Tribes Chair-
man Mark Fox told the Bismarck 
Tribune the decision to delay 
implementation was unanimous 
among tribal council members 
as the tribe is, “trying to work 
in a positive way with those im-
pacted,” to clarify the federally 
approved regulations.

JONATHAN LEMIRE AND HOPE YEN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump declared a new national 
security strategy Monday, echoing 
the message of his 2016 campaign as 
he declared “America is in the game 
and America is going to win.”

In a speech at the Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade 
Center, Trump faulted previous 
U.S. leaders for failing to look out 
for the nation’s citizens. He prom-
ised to seek openings to cooperate 
with rivals, but added that “we will 
stand up for ourselves and we will 
stand up for our country like we 
have never stood up before.”

Trump’s strategy envisions na-
tions in constant competition, 
brushes aside Obama-era warnings 
on climate change and a�  rms that 
the United States will unilaterally 
defend its sovereignty.

Revisiting many of his campaign 
themes, the president argued he 
already has seen improvements 
since taking o�  ce, pointing to the 
economy’s strong performance, his 
withdrawal from the Trans-Pacifi c 
Partnership on trade and his intent 
to exit the Paris climate accord.

“America is coming back and 
coming back strong,” he said.

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 Burleigh County voters will not be 
utilizing universal vote centers in the 
June 2018 primary election, after the 
county commission acted “contrary 
to law” earlier this month when re-
ducing the number of precincts from 
38 to 17 within districts in Bismarck.

According to Assistant Burleigh 
County State’s Attorney Conor 
Kennelly, the city of Bismarck has 
the jurisdiction to draw the pre-
cinct lines within city limits. The 
city has not given Burleigh County 

the authority to change the number 
of precincts, or the boundaries of the 
precincts.

“In regards to what happened 
with the precinct lines, that was, in 
my opinion, an unlawful act,” said 
Kennelly.

By a 3-2 vote Dec. 4, the county 
commission also reduced the total 
number of county polling sites from 
27 to 16, in favor of 12 universal vote 
centers, which would allow citizens 
to vote near their home, work or 
where it is most convenient.

County commissioners do have 

the authority to determine the 
number and location of polling 
places, Kennelly said, due to a joint 
powers agreement between the city 
and county, which went into e� ect 
in 1993.

However, the county commission 
voted Monday night not to proceed 
with the 12 universal vote centers, 
knowing the number of precincts 
must remain at 38.

“If we were to use the 12 vote cen-
ters with the precincts we had in 
2016, we’d have vote centers with 
up to 48 di� erent ballot styles, and 

that just is unmanageable for the 
precinct election workers and for 
the auditor/treasurer’s o�  ce,” said 
Kevin Glatt, county auditor. “And, it 
would be cost prohibitive.”

“Would it be possible if we threw 
enough resources at anything? You 
could make it work, but this would 
not be a wise use of resources, in my 
opinion,” he said.

The Dec. 4 actions of the com-
mission were questioned by Bis-
marck legislators, who opposed such 
“drastic” changes to both polling 
sites and precincts.

“I just want to express the feeling 
from myself, and I’m sure the other 
legislators here tonight, that we do 
want to work with the commission 
on this,” said Rep. Larry Klemin, 
R-Bismarck, who requested the 
wording of the Dec. 4 action taken by 
commissioners as part of his prepa-
ration for the District 47 endorsing 
convention, scheduled in January.

“Surely there is some reasonable 
solution to this that would be appro-
priate,” he said.

Vote centers rescinded 

Reservation alcohol 
deliveries resume

RACHEL LA CORTE, GILLIAN FLACCUS 
AND MICHAEL SISAK
Associated Press 

 DUPONT, Wash. — An Amtrak 
train making the fi rst-ever run 
along a faster new route hurtled 
o�  an overpass south of Seattle on 
Monday and spilled some of its cars 
onto the highway below, killing at 
least three people, injuring more 
than 100 and crushing two vehicles, 
authorities said.

Seventy-seven passengers and 
seven crew members were aboard 
when the train derailed and pulled 
13 cars o�  the tracks. Authorities 
said there were three confi rmed 
deaths and more than a dozen peo-
ple with critical or serious injuries.

A U.S. o�  cial who was briefed on 
the investigation said earlier that 
at least six people were killed. The 
di� erence in the numbers could not 
immediately be reconciled. The of-
fi cial was not authorized to discuss 

the investigation publicly and spoke 
to The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity.

A website that maps location 
and speed using data from Am-
trak’s train tracker app shows the 
train was going 81.1 mph about 
one-quarter mile from the point 
where it derailed, where the speed 
limit is signifi cantly lower.

A track chart prepared by the 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation shows the maxi-
mum speed drops from 79 mph to 
30 mph for passenger trains just 
before the tracks curve to cross In-
terstate 5, which is where the train 
went o�  the tracks.

The chart, dated Feb. 7, 2017, was 
submitted to the Federal Railroad 
Administration in anticipation of 
the start of passenger service along 
a new bypass route that shaves 10 

Train 
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o� bridge

Economic security 
is national security

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Nearly every neighborhood in Bismarck and Mandan have homes brightly decorated for Christmas. Above, a home 
decorated for the holidays on the corner of Avenue E and Eighth Street with the bright star atop the North Dakota 
state Capitol in the background. For more photographs of lights in Bismarck, Mandan and Lincoln, go to www.
bismarcktribune.com.
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