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HAVEN DALEY AND JOHN LOCHER
Associated Press 

 LAS VEGAS — Thousands of 
people poured into a football sta-
dium in Las Vegas on Sunday, the 
anniversary of women’s marches 
around the world, to cap off a 
weekend of global demonstra-
tions that promised to continue 
building momentum for equality, 
justice and an end to sexual ha-
rassment.

“This is a birthday party for a 
movement that has only begun 
to flex its power to change this 
democracy,” Anna Galland, the 
executive director of the pro-
gressive group moveon.org, told 
the boisterous crowd.

Following marches that drew 
huge crowds across the U.S. on 
Saturday, one year after Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s inaugura-
tion, protesters gathered Sunday 
in cities on multiple continents, 
including in London, Paris, Syd-
ney, Madrid and Buenos Aires. 
The events culminated with the 
Las Vegas rally, which launched 
an effort to register 1 million 
voters and target swing states 
like Nevada in the U.S. midterm 
elections later this year, which 
could shift control of Congress.

Paula Beaty, 53, a tech worker 
from Durham, N.C., attended 
the Las Vegas rally wearing an 
outfit recalling the women’s 
suffrage movement of the early 
20th century. She cited the dif-
ference women made in helping 
Democrat Doug Jones upset con-
servative Republican Roy Moore 
for a Senate seat in Alabama in 
December.

“For us it’s all about women’s 
rights and we’re seeing them be 
eroded with Trump in office,” 
Beaty said. “The women made a 
difference in Alabama and we’re 
hoping we can flip the House 

and Senate with the power of 
women.”

There also was a push for 
women to register not just as 
voters, but as candidates. Dem-
ocratic Idaho state Rep. Paulette 
Jordan, a member of the Coeur 
d’Alene Tribe, drew an immense 
cheer when she told the crowd 
she was running to be not only 
Idaho’s first female governor, but 
the first Native American woman 
to be governor in any state. She 
implored other women to join 
her in running for office.

“This is Idaho’s future. This is 
the future of America,” she said.

The demonstrations came at a 
time of reckoning for many men 
in Hollywood, the media and 
other industries as women speak 
out about sexual misconduct and 
inequity in general.

Those who took part in this 
year’s events said they were gal-
vanized by an avalanche of po-
litical and gender issues over the 
past year, as well as the #MeToo 
movement, which has been cred-
ited with countering widespread 
sexual abuse and misconduct.

Many of the marchers not only 
supported women’s rights, but 
also denounced Trump’s views 
on issues including immigration, 
abortion and LGBT rights. Dem-
onstrators denounced Trump’s 
views with colorful signs and 
even saltier language.

In Palm Beach, Fla., home to 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate, 
several hundred people marched 
Saturday carrying anti-Trump 
signs. A group of women wear-
ing red cloaks and white hats 
like the characters in the book 
and television versions of “The 
Handmaid’s Tale,” which imag-
ines a future in which women’s 
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Jim Fuglie, left, and Lillian Crook stand outside their home on Arthur Drive with their state champion red oak tree.

KEVIN FREKING, ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The gov-
ernment shutdown will extend 
into the workweek as the Senate 
appeared to inch closer to ending 
a partisan stalemate late Sunday 
but fell short of agreement.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer said ne-
gotiations were still underway 
into the night, with a vote to 
break a Democratic filibuster on 
a short-term funding bill sched-
uled for noon today. Seeking to 
win over holdout votes, McCo-
nnell pledged Sunday that the 
Senate would take up legislation 
on some top Democratic prior-
ities, including immigration, if 
they aren’t already addressed by 
Feb. 8.

“We have yet to reach an 

agreement on a path forward,” 
Schumer said, adding that talks 
would continue.

McConnell’s commitment fol-
lows hours of behind-the-scenes 
talks between the leaders and 
rank-and-file lawmakers over 
how to end the two-day display 
of legislative dysfunction. The 
Senate adjourned without vot-
ing Sunday, guaranteeing the 
shutdown would continue into 
a third day.

Republicans have appeared in-
creasingly confident that Dem-
ocrats were bearing the brunt 
of criticism for the shutdown 
and that they would ultimately 
buckle. The White House and 
GOP leaders said they would not 
negotiate with Democrats on im-
migration until the government 
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 Bismarck’s Highland Acres is 
home to a state champion red oak 
tree, whose important job it is to 
supply ample shade in the summer 
and woodstove kindling in the win-
ter.

The non-native Quercus rubra has 
been added to the 2017 North Dakota 
Register of Champion Trees, which is 
the official list of the first- and sec-
ond-largest trees of each native and 
non-native species in the state.

“We’ve always been excited about 
the tree, but we’re even more excited 
now that it’s a champion,” said Jim 
Fuglie, who, along with his wife, Lil-
lian Crook, owns the now-famous 
red oak.

With a total score of 166 points, 
the 42-year-old tree has a circum-
ference of 5 feet 2 inches, a height of 
70 feet and an average crown spread 
of 68 feet.

“The tree is so massive it shades 

the entire yard,” Fuglie said, not-
ing his wife planted 120 varieties 
of shade-loving hostas around the 
tree’s base shortly after they pur-
chased the property in October of 
2009.

The tree was bare branched and 
bracing for winter when the couple 
closed on the house. You can imagine 
their surprise when the tree leafed 
out in the spring.

“It’s just this spectacular big tree. 
You see it from 150 feet and think, 
‘Holy cow,’” Fuglie said.

“It’s a gorgeous specimen,” Crook 
added.

The tree was planted in 1976 by 
Pieter Smeenk and his son, Lars, for 
their wife and mother, Birgit. The 
Smeenks were the first family to own 
the “Red Oak House,” located at 920 
Arthur Drive

“Birgit wanted that tree so badly,” 
said neighbor Myrna Blackstead, 
who has lived in Highland Acres for 
the past 52 years. According to her 

recollection, the champion tree was 
transferred from the Smeenks’ lake 
property in Minnesota, after their 
first red oak was trampled during 
outdoor play.

Birgit Smeenk watered the tree 
daily. For the first few years, it didn’t 
grow. It wasn’t until a water main 
broke and saturated the ground that 
the tree really took off, according to 
Crook, who recounted the stories 
told to her by the Smeenk family.

“We think it’s as tall as it’s going to 
get,” Fuglie said.

The red oak starts leafing out in 
June, and is one of the last Highland 
Acres trees to lose its color in the fall.

“It’s just beautiful,” said Black-
stead, who can look out her front 
window to view the tree anytime 
she pleases.

The champion tree has weath-
ered storms, including a micro-
burst, and, most recently, survived 
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