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JONATHAN LEMIRE AND CATHERINE LUCEY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — White House 
chief of staff John Kelly delivered 
an extraordinary denunciation of a 
Democratic congresswoman Thurs-
day, accusing her of politicizing what 
he called a “sacred” presidential ef-
fort to console the grieving loved ones 
of a slain soldier.

Kelly, in an unexpected and emo-
tional appearance 
in the White House 
briefing room, in-
voked the death of his 
own son, killed in Af-
ghanistan in 2010, as 
he lashed out at Rep. 
Frederica Wilson of 
Florida, who earlier 
this week said that 

President Donald Trump had been 
disrespectful in his condolence call 
to the family of Sgt. La David John-
son, who was killed during an ambush 
in Niger.

Kelly, speaking slowly and force-
fully, said he was “heartbroken” that 
Wilson overheard the conversation 
and used it to attack the president.

“I was stunned when I came to 
work yesterday and brokenhearted 
at what I saw a member of Congress 
doing,” Kelly said. “It stuns me. And 
I thought at least that was sacred.”

Kelly absolved Trump of blame, 
suggesting that the president did 
the best he could in one of the most 
challenging aspects of his job.

“If you’re not in the family, if you 
have never worn the uniform, if you 
have never been in combat, you can’t 
imagine how to make that phone 
call,” Kelly said.

Trump — who has frequently 
struggled showing empathy to those 
grieving, including those in Puerto 
Rico after the devastating hurricane 
— has emphatically rejected claims 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 The University of Jamestown 
will appeal a $210,000 fine levied 
by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation last month for violating 
federal laws that require colleges 
and universities report crime on 
campus and enact a drug and al-
cohol abuse prevention program.

“We just feel it warrants dis-
cussion because of our compli-
ance efforts,” said Tena Law-
rence, the university’s vice pres-
ident for marketing and commu-
nications.

In response to its failure to 
meet requirements under the 
federal campus crime law known 
as the Clery Act, as well as the 
Drug-Free Schools and Com-
munities Act, the university 

has hired a full-time director 
of campus safety and formed an 
oversight committee in addition 
to instituting new policies and 
reporting procedures.

The Clery Act, signed into law 
in 1990, is named after Jeanne 
Clery, who was raped and mur-
dered in 1986 in her residence 
hall at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania. The Clery Act re-
quires colleges report on-cam-
pus crime statistics and safety 
policies.

A letter to University of James-
town President Robert Badal 
from Susan D. Crimm, director 
of the administrative actions 
and appeals service group of the 
Department of Education’s fed-
eral student aid and enforcement 
unit, described the violations as 
“very serious and numerous.” 

The Department of Education 
announced an off-site review 
of the University of Jamestown 
on Oct. 24, 2014, after receiving 
a complaint of alleged multiple 

Clery Act violations. The Uni-
versity of Jamestown is one of 
10 colleges and universities fined 
this year for such transgressions.

“The complaint alleged serious 
violations primarily centered on 
Jamestown’s persistent failure to 
develop and implement required 
campus safety and crime preven-
tion policies, procedures and 
programmatic disclosures,” the 
Department of Education said in 

a footnote of a December 2016 
final program review determi-
nation letter.

The initial examination period 
was for records from 2010 to 2013, 
but was expanded to include 2015 
“upon discovery of severe defi-
ciencies within Jamestown’s 
campus safety operation and 
compliance programs.”

University of Jamestown to appeal fine
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Joel and Mikayla Jost and their 1-year-old son, Edison, soak up the warm autumn sun while having a picnic on the grounds of the state Capitol on Thursday. 
The couple said they try to visit the large expanse of grass and rows of mature trees at least two times a week. Today will be another near perfect day for 
outdoor activities with the temperature forecast to reach around 80 degrees, according to the National Weather Service in Bismarck. 
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 WASHINGTON — Members 
of Congress demanded answers 
Thursday two weeks after an am-
bush in the African nation of Niger 
killed four U.S. soldiers, with one 
top lawmaker even threatening 
subpoenas. The White House de-
fended the slow pace of informa-
tion, saying an investigation would 
eventually offer clarity about a 
tragedy that has morphed into 
a political dispute in the United 
States.

Among the unresolved inqui-
ries: Why were the Americans ap-
parently caught by surprise? Why 

did it take two additional days to 
recover one of the four bodies af-
ter the shooting stopped? Was the 
Islamic State responsible?

The confusion over what hap-
pened in a remote corner of Ni-
ger, where few Americans travel, 
has increasingly dogged President 
Donald Trump, who was silent 
about the deaths for more than a 
week.

Asked why, Trump on Monday 
turned the topic into a political 
tussle by crediting himself with 
doing more to honor the dead and 
console their families than any of 
his predecessors. His subsequent 
boast that he reaches out person-
ally to all families of the fallen was 
contradicted by interviews with 

Pentagon faces demands for details
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In this image provided by the U.S. Army, a carry team of soldiers from the 
3d U.S. Infantry Regiment, carry the transfer case during a casualty return 
Oct. 5 for Staff Sgt. Dustin M. Wright, of Lyons, Ga., at Dover Air Force Base, 
Del. U.S. and Niger forces were leaving a meeting with tribal leaders when 
they were ambushed on Oct. 4, and Wright and three other soldiers were 
killed.

ERICA WERNER AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — A bipartisan 
proposal to calm churning health in-
surance markets gained momentum 
Thursday when enough lawmakers 
rallied behind it to give it potentially 
unstoppable Senate support. But its 
fate remained unclear as some Re-
publicans sought changes that could 
threaten Democratic backing.

Republican Sen. Lamar Alexander 
of Tennessee and Democratic Sen. 
Patty Murray of Washington said 
their plan had 24 sponsors, divided 
evenly between both parties, for re-
suming federal subsidies to insur-
ers. Trump has blocked the money 
and without it, insurers are already 
raising premiums for many buying 
individual coverage and could flee 
unprofitable markets.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said all 48 Democrats 

Plan to curb 
health premiums 
gains momentum
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Education Department 
levied fines for violating 
the 1990 Clery Act 

Clery Act compliance
 Compliance with the Clery Act provides a framework for institutional pre-
vention and response to campus crime, Alison Kiss, executive director of the 
Clery Center, a national nonprofit that provides guidance to colleges and 
universities, said in an email.

Findings of noncompliance are common, though program review findings 
can vary, she said.

The Clery Center describes common compliance challenges, which includes 
the collection and sharing of campus crime statistics, distribution of annual 
security and fire reports by a set deadline and maintaining daily crime logs.

Because many violations stem from a lack of training and inconsistent pol-
icies on campus, a multidisciplinary team focused on Clery Act compliance 
can be helpful in avoiding potential violations, according to Kiss.

Four soldiers killed 
during Niger ambush  

Kelly
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