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 � Video: Student surprised by Mandan Police for 13th birthday
 � Mushroom coffee and lavender lattes: 10 food trends to look out for in 2018
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 WASHINGTON — Senate Dem-
ocrats appear to have derailed a 
Republican bill aimed at prevent-
ing a federal shutdown set to be-
gin as soon as the calendar flips to 
Saturday.

Friday’s late-night vote means 
at least a short government clo-
sure is all but unavoidable. There 
have been no clear public signs 
that the two parties have signifi-
cantly narrowed their disputes 
over immigration and the budget.

The House approved the mea-
sure Thursday over Democratic 
opposition. It would keep agencies 
afloat through Feb. 16, but Demo-
crats want a package lasting just 
days in hopes of intensifying pres-

sure on the GOP to compromise.
Republicans control the Sen-

ate 51-49. The GOP needed 60 
votes to prevail, but the tally was 
50-48 as of 11 p.m. Eastern time. 

The Senate is awaiting a final vote 
from Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell.

The lawmakers and President 
Donald Trump’s White House 

mounted last-ditch negotiations 
to stave off what had come to ap-
pear as the inevitable, with the 
parties in stare-down mode over 
federal spending and proposals 
to protect some 700,000 younger 
immigrants from deportation.

The Senate scheduled a late-
night vote on a House-passed plan 
after hours of negotiating.

“Not looking good,” Trump 
tweeted Friday evening.

The election-year standoff 
marked a test of the president’s 
much vaunted deal-making skills 
— and of both parties’ political 
fortitude. Republicans, who con-
trol both Congress and the White 
House, faced the prospect of being 
blamed for the display of dysfunc-
tion — just the fourth shutdown 
in a quarter-century. It could also 
threaten to slow any GOP momen-
tum, one month after passage of 
the party’s signature tax cut law.

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Covered in blood from a gunshot 
wound to his left forearm, Ulises 
Villalobos-Alvarado reportedly 
turned himself in at a Brookings, 
S.D., gas station Thursday night 
and is now charged with attempted 
murder for allegedly attempting to 
run over a Bismarck 
police officer, who 
subsequently shot 
at him.

His arrest came 
after 9 p.m. Thurs-
day at the gas sta-
tion along Inter-
state 29 in Brook-
ings. Bismarck Po-
lice Sgt. Mark Buschena said the 
Brookings County sheriff’s deputy 
who took the report responded to 

Senate Dems derail bill

EVan VuCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Donald Trump waits to be introduced to speak Friday to the March 
for Life participants from the Rose Garden of the White House. That was just 
hours before the midnight deadline for the government shutdown. 

Suspect 
arrested, 
charged

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Revised natural gas numbers re-
leased this week show North Dako-
ta’s oil industry failed to meet the 
state gas capture target in October.

The latest numbers from the De-
partment of Mineral Resources show 
the industry flared slightly more 
than 16 percent of Bakken natu-

ral gas produced in October, not 15 
percent as the agency reported from 
preliminary figures.

That means the industry did not 
meet the targets set by the North 
Dakota Industrial Commission, 
which requires companies to cap-
ture 85 percent of Bakken gas, or 
flare no more than 15 percent.

Overall, the industry flared an av-
erage of nearly 348 million cubic feet 
per day of natural gas in October, the 
revised numbers show, up from the 
320 million cubic feet per day ini-
tially reported.

The Industrial Commission policy 

allows regulators to limit oil produc-
tion for companies that fail to meet 
gas capture targets. However, the 
policy also includes many excep-
tions, making those oil production 
restrictions rare. For example, reg-
ulators do not limit production from 
wells that already produce less than 
100 barrels per day.

In October, 11 companies flared 
more than 15 percent of the natural 
gas they produced, but none of the 
companies were ordered to limit oil 
production because they met one 
of the conditions in the policy, said 
Alison Ritter, spokeswoman for the 

Department of Mineral Resources. 
The state releases preliminary oil 

and gas numbers two months after 
it is produced, then releases revised 
numbers three months later based 
on amendments submitted by com-
panies. Gas capture goals are eval-
uated based upon the preliminary 
numbers, according to the policy.

In September, the state initially 
reported the industry missed the 
gas capture target, but revised fig-
ures later showed that companies 
met the goal.

In November, natural gas flaring 
decreased to 282 million cubic feet 

per day, according to the preliminary 
figures released this week. The in-
dustry flared 13 percent of Bakken 
natural gas in November, meeting 
the state’s target.

The gas capture policy is based on 
flaring from Bakken and Three Forks 
wells, which represent the majority 
of production. Overall flaring in No-
vember was 14 percent.

More investment needed 
 The state’s gas capture targets are 

set to become even more aggressive 

October flaring target missed

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 The wrong man turned out to be 
the right guy.

I n ve s t i ga to rs 
with the Burleigh 
County Sheriff’s 
Department ar-
rested a 24-year-
old man Thursday 
afternoon in the 
heat of a police 
chase, as law en-
forcement searched for a suspect 
involved in an attempted assault on 
a Bismarck police officer.

Police nab 
wrong guy  
in searching 
for Villalobos

Revised numbers 
show industry flared 
slightly over 16 percent

Please see FLarInG, Page A6

Government  
shutdown is all  
but unavoidable

tOM StrOMME, TRIBUNE 

After being led out of Mandan Middle School in a blindfold by police officer David “Officer Tommy” Tomlinson, left, seventh-grader Andrew Helvig, right, 
was surprised with birthday wishes from a number of area law enforcement officers on Friday afternoon. Helvig, who had just turned 13, has expressed 
interest in law enforcement, said Tomlinson, the school resource officer at MMS. Helvig received a tour of the West Dakota SWAT vehicle called a “bearcat” 
and got to meet a North Dakota Highway Patrol K-9. “I thought I was just going to the office for something,” he said. “This is a birthday present I’ll never 
forget.” For a video of the event, go to www.bismarcktribune.com.

BIrtHday SurPrISE
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Villalobos caught at gas 
station in S.D., charged 
with attempted murder

Villalobos

24-year-old booked 
on probation violations

Bustamante
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