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 � Photos: Winter weather hits Bismarck-Mandan
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JESSICA HOLDMAN
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 A group seeking to raise the state 
minimum wage to $15 has submit-
ted a petition for approval, aiming 
to get on the November ballot.

“We have some people in our 
state who have been left behind in 
our boom economy, said Bismarck 
native Scott Nodland, chairman of 
the petition’s sponsoring commit-
tee.

The mean wage in the state for 
2016, the most recent annual data 
available, grew to $22.66, accord-
ing to North Dakota Job Service, up 
from $16.90 in 2008. Meanwhile, 
Nodland said many continue to 
make the same minimum wage now 
as they did a decade ago. And some 
are making sub-minimum wage.

“People who are working at 
$7.25 are living at poverty level,” 
Nodland said. “They can barely 
afford, if they can afford it at all, to 
pay rent, utilities, health care and 
groceries, all the normal things.”

Many go without savings, re-
tirement and emergency funding, 
he said.

“They work two or three jobs and 
still are not making it,” he said.

The committee is proposing 33 
percent annual increases in mini-
mum wage over a three-year period 
to get to $15 per hour, according to 
Nodland, who said the final num-
ber is based on the price of living 
for a single parent and child — be-
ing able to pay rent, daycare, health 
insurance and buy groceries.

According to the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition’s Out 
of Reach study published in 2017, 
a person would need to make 
$16.36 per hour to afford a mod-
est two-bedroom apartment, the 
equivalent of working 90 hours per 
week at minimum wage.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 A large winter storm brought 
freezing rain, heavy snow and 
strong winds to North Dakota on 
Monday, challenging traffic and 
forcing the closure of some schools 
and government offices.

A no travel advisory, due to icy 
road conditions and near zero vis-
ibility, was issued at 12:30 p.m. by 
the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation and the North Da-
kota Highway Patrol. The advisory, 
which warned that it was not safe 
to travel on roadways, pertained to 
Williston, Watford City, Crosby, 
Bowbells, Stanley, Bismarck, Un-

derwood, Steele, Linton, Wishek, 
Ashley, Edgeley, Oakes and sur-
rounding areas due to wind and 
accumulating snow. All oversized 
vehicles were restricted from trav-
eling in the state.

Flights in and out of the Bis-
marck Airport were canceled Mon-
day due to severe weather.

Parts of the Dakotas were ex-
pected to get more than a foot of 
snow by the time the system moved 
east, with Minnesota, Nebraska 
and Iowa also getting significant 
amounts, according to the National 
Weather Service. In southeastern 
South Dakota, a 140-mile stretch 
of Interstate 90 was shut down on 
Monday.

Mandan closed its schools. Sev-
eral colleges and universities also 
closed their campuses for the day. 
Among them were Williston State 
College and University of Mary. 

University of North Dakota and 
North Dakota State University also 
closed, affecting more than 26,000 
students.

“Safety is always the key factor,” 
UND spokesman Peter Johnson 
said.

Locally, health clinics encoun-
tered a number of cancellations.

Sanford Health Clinics saw about 
50 percent of the patients it typi-
cally sees on a Monday, according 
to Jon Berg, a senior media relations 
specialist with Sanford Health.

“Many patients have been call-
ing to reschedule their appoint-
ments due to the winter weather,” 
Berg said.

Sanford-based clinics in Bis-
marck-Mandan closed at 2 p.m. 
Monday, though the walk-in clinic 
located within Sanford Seventh & 
Broadway Clinic remained open 
until 9 p.m. and the emergency de-

partment remained open 24 hours 
a day.

MidDakota Clinic scheduled its 
closing at 5 p.m. Monday, includ-
ing its TODAY Clinic, which is a 
walk-in urgent care clinic. Spokes-
woman Jane Schlinger said any up-
dates will be posted on the website 
and Facebook page.

Total snow accumulations of 8 
to 12 inches were expected by the 
National Weather Service in Bis-
marck. Some areas saw more than 
2 inches of snow falling per hour. 
The winter storm warning was ac-
companied by gusts as high as 35 
mph, causing areas of blowing and 
drifting snow.

— The Associated Press  
contributed to this report

Reach Jessica Holdman at 701-
250-8261 or jessica.holdman@
bismarcktribune.com

Winter storm disrupts 
travel, classes, clinics
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A pair of good Samaritans push free a car stuck in the wet snow on East Divide Avenue near 26th Street in Bismarck as traffic builds up in the background. 
Blizzard conditions covered much of North Dakota on Monday.
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 North Dakota middle school stu-
dents with a hankering for mathe-
matics got their chance to compete 
Monday in Bismarck.

The annual MathCounts state 
competition was held all day Mon-
day, and included three rounds for 
students to rack up the most points 
for each correct answer.

The competition heated up af-
ter the first round Monday morn-
ing in which students were given 
30 questions and 40 minutes to 
answer each one. The second round 
consisted of 16 questions, six min-
utes for each pair.

The questions covered word 
problems, diagrams, statistics, ge-

ometry and more. The goal of the 
event is to not only promote sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
math subjects among students, but 
also to offer competition, said Brad 
Kurle, assistant state MathCounts 
coordinator.

“I think there’s always a push 
to do more things for academic 
achievement, because there’s so 
much that’s out there for sports,” 
said Kurle, an electrical engineer 
at Western Area Power Adminis-
tration.

The event also aims to help stu-
dents become better at problem 
solving, not just in math but also 
for real-world issues, Kurle said.

MathCounts is open to all sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-grade stu-

dents. Participating schools ad-
minister tests to determine which 
students make their teams. From 
there, a competition is held in 10 
regions spanning the state, and 16 
students from each region advance 
to the state competition.

Due to a blast of snowy weather 
on Monday, only 89 students at-
tended the state competition at 
the Ramkota Hotel and Confer-
ence Center in Bismarck. The top 
four students who scored highest 
on Monday will move on to the 
national MathCounts competition 
held May 12-15 in Washington, D.C.

The final round on Monday 
consisted of a countdown round 
among the eight highest scoring 
participants, who were paired to 

rival each other in an oral compe-
tition.

Nolan Severance, 13, took first 
place in Monday’s competition. 
This is his second year participat-
ing in MathCounts and also his 
second year going to nationals.

“(I was) excited. I was also very 
curious to see who would make the 
countdown round and the national 
(state) team,” he said, not indicat-
ing he was nervous for the compe-
tition on Monday.

His parents, Nicole and Clint 
Severance, started a math club at 
his school to get more students in-
volved in competitive math, Nicole 
Severance said.

N.D. students compete in MathCounts AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The company that built the Da-
kota Access Pipeline is gauging the 
oil industry’s interest in shipping 
additional oil from the Bakken to 
the Gulf Coast.

Energy Transfer Partners re-
cently announced it is soliciting 
commitments from the indus-
try to expand the capacity of the 
four-state Dakota Access Pipeline 
and the Energy Transfer Crude Oil 
Pipeline, which transports oil from 
Illinois to Nederland, Texas.

In June, Energy Transfer Part-
ners said in a news release the Da-
kota Access Pipeline from North 
Dakota to Illinois had a capacity of 
520,000 barrels per day and could 
be expanded up to 570,000 barrels 
per day.

DAPL seeks 
commitments 
to expand

Blizzard conditions 
expected to drop  
8 to 12 inches of snow 
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