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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 A slice of lemon pie, surrounded 
by family and friends, is how for-
mer fi rst lady of North Dakota 
Grace Link plans to celebrate her 
99th birthday today.

The pie recipe is a specialty 
of Link’s. It comes from a Betty 
Crocker cookbook given to her by 
her brother as a Christmas gift the 

year after she married her late hus-
band, former Gov. Art Link.

The belated party for the nearly 
centenarian, whose actual birth-
day was Feb. 13, starts at 1:30 p.m. 
at Valley View Heights, with nearly 
150 family and friends expected to 
attend the celebration of Grace’s 
99 years of, well, grace.

Those closest to Link describe 
her as gracious, down home, lov-
ing, warm and having the ability 
to make everyone feel comfortable.

“I think the world of Grace,” 
said North Dakota’s former Dem-
ocratic Sen. Byron Dorgan. “She’s 
an amazing woman.”

Link’s former administrative as-
sistant Marge Valeu said Link is like 
a second mother to her and the two 
have remained close over the years.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The United Tribes of North Da-
kota are calling on North Dakota’s 
congressional delegation to take 
action after the killing of Savanna 
LaFontaine-Greywind.

A letter approved during the 
recent Tribal Leaders Summit in 
Bismarck seeks justice for the slain 
Fargo woman’s family and the fam-
ilies of missing and murdered Na-
tive American women.

“During the gatherings and 
prayers for Savanna, we heard 
story after story from families who 
also have women in their families 
missing or with unsolved murders,” 
the letter states. “The murder of 
Savanna illustrates a much larger 
problem of epic proportions.”

The letter, expected to be sent to 
Sens. John Hoeven and Heidi Heit-
kamp and Rep. Kevin Cramer next 
week, makes several recommenda-
tions, including:

   Create a federal-local law en-
forcement task force regarding the 
killing of LaFontaine-Greywind 
to ensure justice and appropriate 
crime victim resources are pro-
vided to her child and family.

   Direct the Department of 
Justice to commission a cross-ju-
risdictional law enforcement task 
force to reopen cold fi les of miss-
ing and murdered Native Ameri-
can women. Direct the task force to 
create national protocols on miss-

ing Native women to coordinate 
with multiple jurisdictions.

   Ensure all U.S. Attorneys for 
North Dakota fully appreciate their 
treaty obligations in Indian Country.

Other recommendations include 
ending the exclusion of tribal gov-
ernments from the federal crime 
victims fund, requiring the De-
partment of Justice to collect and 
provide statistics on missing and 
murdered Native American women 
and providing tribal law enforce-
ment and courts additional fund-
ing to develop protocols on missing 
persons.

LaFontaine-Greywind was born 
at the Turtle Mountain Indian 
Reservation, where her mother is 
a tribal member, and grew up at 
the Spirit Lake Indian Reservation 
where her father is a member. The 
22-year-old who was eight months 
pregnant was last seen alive by her 
family on Aug. 19 and her body was 
discovered in the Red River eight 
days later. Two people have been 
charged with conspiring to kill her.

Leander “Russ” McDonald, 
president of United Tribes Techni-
cal College, said LaFontaine-Grey-
wind’s death is an example of trag-
edies that have been happening to 
Native American women for gen-
erations.

“It is a call to action,” McDon-
ald said of the tribal leaders’ letter. 
“To ask our North Dakota delega-
tion for specifi c things that could 
help to decrease these numbers, 
and that would help in some cases 
ensure justice occurs when indi-
viduals are murdered.”

Tribal leaders 
call for action 
following death

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Friends and family of former North Dakota fi rst lady Grace Link are celebrating her 99th birthday today in 
Bismarck with cake and lemon pie. In the background is a painting of Grace and her late husband Art Link, who was 
North Dakota’s governor from 1973-1981. 

Former first lady turns 99
ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 WILLISTON — It was a quiet af-
ternoon in a downtown Williston 
art store.

A passerby might quickly rec-
ognize the point of the Quick-
Draw Art Studio by the decorative 
brushes with paint-dipped bristles 
that hang in front windows. Once 
inside, one would fi nd supplies lin-
ing the walls and easels standing at 
the ready in the center of the main 
room, waiting for students to sit 
before them.

Watercolors and acrylics might 
be an unexpected fi nd in a place 
that gained international atten-
tion — and sometimes infamy — 
as an oil-fueled boomtown, but 
shop owner Melissa Krause was 
optimistic behind the till.

“We’ve been open for three 
weeks now,” Krause said, looking 
around a store that, not long ago, 
stood as an empty shell. “It still 
smells fresh in here.”

Like many who now live in 
Williston, Krause is a transplant, 
brought to northwest North Da-
kota by the promise of lucrative 
work in a hot economic land-
scape. Today, some two years af-
ter plunging oil prices slowed the 
frantic pace of life in the state’s 
oil patch, she’s part of a new class 
of business owners taking root in 
what many in town describe as a 
city transformed, a place that’s 
now striving to capitalize on min-
eral wealth while fostering a more 
family-friendly community.

Community finds calm 
after frantic boom years

Grace Link plans to 
celebrate the day with 
slice of lemon pie

“I was the daughter of 
a farmer, I married a 
farmer, I never thought 
my life would be how it 
ended up.”

— Grace  Link, former fi rst lady of 
North Dakota

Letter addresses 
murdered, missing 
Native American women
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