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“And we shouldn’t because it does 
so much for the community,” said 
Ritter, pointing out that it employs 
1,500 to 2,000 people, draws shop-
pers from a 100- to 200-mile radius 
and brings in $9.2 million in sales 
tax and about $750,000 in property 
taxes annually.

“By reinvesting in our property, 
we are optimistic that the region 
will respond and, subsequently, help 
us contribute more by shopping lo-
cally,” Wilson said in a statement.

The renovation is expected to be 
complete in October, “just in time 
to kick off the holidays,” said Wilson, 
adding that it hoped the renovation 
will attract new local and national 
stores.

Follow the progression on Kirk-
wood Mall’s website and social me-
dia.

reach Jessica Holdman at 701-
250-8261 or jessica.holdman@
bismarcktribune.com
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and U.S. advisers in Deir el-Zour 
province by at least 500 fighters, 
battle tanks, howitzers and mortars.

The overnight attack, which a 
U.S. military official earlier said 
killed about 100 of the attackers, 
added another layer to the Syrian 
conflict that is once again plunging 
into a new and unpredictable spiral 
of violence.

Also, the U.N. humanitarian 
chief briefed the Security Coun-
cil on the worsening situation for 
civilians in Syria and the United 
Nations’ call for an immediate 
30-day cease-fire to deliver aid 
and evacuate the critically ill — but 
the council took no action.

Mattis asserted the episode was 
an aberration that should not be 
seen as an expansion of the U.S. 
war effort. But Trump admin-
istration critics disagreed. The 
Pentagon boss also dismissed any 
suggestion that Russia, the Syrian 
government’s most powerful mil-

itary ally, had any control over the 
mysterious attacking force.

“I am gravely concerned that the 
Trump administration is purpose-
fully stumbling into a broader con-
flict, without a vote of Congress 
or clear objectives,” said Sen. Tim 
Kaine, a Virginia Democrat, who 
has challenged the legal grounds on 
which American troops can operate 
in Syria for post-IS operations.

Mattis rejected Kaine’s sugges-
tion the U.S. is being drawn into a 
broader war.

“It was self-defense,” he said. 
“We’re not getting engaged in the 
Syrian civil war.”

The Pentagon says there are 
about 2,000 U.S. troops in Syria. 
Many are operating with local 
allies, known as the Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces, in the eastern 
oil-producing Deir el-Zour re-
gion along the Euphrates River. A 
stronghold of Islamic State mili-
tants until late last year, the area 
was the group’s main source of oil 
revenue. U.S.-backed Kurdish-led 
forces have been competing for 
control of Deir el-Zour with Rus-

sian-backed Syrian troops that are 
reinforced by Iranian-supported 
militias.

This is essentially the Islamic 
State’s last stand in Syria, having 
ceded most of its Syrian and Iraqi 
territory over the past couple of 
years.

While Washington’s mission is 
to finish off IS and ensure it does 
not return, the U.S. also has a stake 
in stabilizing swaths of Syria. In 
that endeavor it is encounter-
ing friction with Turkey, a NATO 
ally that opposes any cooperation 
with Syrian Kurdish fighters. It 
sees them as an existential threat 
to Turkey.

Beyond fighting IS in its few re-
maining pockets of influence, the 
U.S. has been working in areas of 
Syria liberated from IS to restore 
basic services and set up interim 
governing structures until the war 
between Syria’s government and 
rebel groups can be quelled. Mattis 
said Thursday the goal is to create 
conditions for a U.N.-led politi-
cal resolution, though there are no 
indications one could be achieved 

anytime soon.
Keeping U.S. forces on the 

ground in areas that President 
Bashar Assad’s government hopes 
to reclaim inherently increases the 
probability of more clashes. But 
the United States argues that if it 
were to pull out, a fight for con-
trol over these areas would ensue. 
Whatever group wins out— the 
government, rebels or extrem-
ists such as IS — would be far less 
equipped than the U.S. to maintain 
stability, the American argument 
goes.

It was in this complex military 
and political environment that 
the pro-Assad fighters shelled a 
Syrian Democratic Forces head-
quarters about five miles east of 
the Euphrates in Khusham, Syria, 
late Wednesday. By crossing the 
river, the fighters would have vio-
lated a “deconfliction” agreement 
between Washington and Moscow, 
approaching U.S.-backed forces 
based near an oil field.

The motive for the attack re-
mains a mystery, Mattis said, as is 
the makeup of the attackers.
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the Pentagon with money but add 
hundreds of billions of dollars to the 
nation’s $20 trillion-plus debt.

House Democratic leaders opposed 
the measure — arguing it should re-
solve the plight of immigrant “Dream-
ers” who face deportation after being 
brought to the U.S. illegally as children 
— but not with all their might.

The legislation doesn’t address 
immigration, though Republican 
Speaker Paul Ryan said again Thurs-
day he was determined to bring an 
immigration bill to the floor this year, 
albeit only one that has President 
Donald Trump’s blessing.

At a late afternoon meeting, House 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi 
of California made it plain that she 
wasn’t pressuring fellow Democrats 
to kill the bill, which is packed with 
money for party priorities like infra-
structure, combating opioid abuse 
and help for college students.

Still, it represented a bitter defeat 
for Democrats who followed a risky 
strategy to use the party’s leverage on 
the budget to address immigration 
and ended up scalded by last month’s 
three-day government shutdown.

Republicans were sheepish about 
the bushels of dollars for Democratic 
priorities and the return next year 
of $1 trillion-plus deficits. But they 
pointed to money they have long 
sought for the Pentagon, which they 
say needs huge sums for readiness, 
training and weapons modernization.

“It provides what the Pentagon 
needs to restore our military’s edge 
for years to come,” said Ryan.

Beyond $300 billion worth of re-
cord increases for the military and 
domestic programs, the agreement 
adds $89 billion in overdue disaster 
aid for hurricane-slammed Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico, a politi-
cally charged increase in the govern-
ment’s borrowing cap and a grab bag 
of health and tax provisions. There’s 
also $16 billion to renew a slew of ex-
pired tax breaks that Congress seems 
unable to kill.

Cotton growers and dairy farmers 
would get relief courtesy of the bipar-
tisan leadership of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, while popular 
funding for community health cen-
ters would be extended for two years, 
among myriad health provisions. Sen. 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky won a break for tiny Berea 
College in his state, exempting it from 
a new tax on its endowments that was 
part of last year’s GOP tax bill.

Pelosi was the chief architect of 
a failed strategy to use Democratic 
leverage on the budget to try to force 
GOP leaders to agree to legislation 
for younger immigrants whose pro-
tection against deportation under 
former President Barack Obama’s 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als program, or DACA, expires next 
month.

But the deal contains far more 
money demanded by Democrats than 
had seemed possible only weeks ago.

“We’re not going to get DACA as 
part of this,” said Rep. John Yarmuth 
of Kentucky, the top Democrat on the 
Budget Committee. “So if we can ne-
gotiate a deal like I think we’ve gotten 
that essentially meets every other one 
of our priorities then I think that’s 
where a lot of the Democrats are.”

Added conservative Democrat 
Henry Cuellar of Texas: “It’s an easy 
‘yes.’”

Combined with the Republicans’ 
December tax cut bill, the burst in 
military and other spending would 
put the GOP-controlled government 
on track for the first $1 trillion-plus 
deficits since Obama’s first term and 
the aftermath of the most recent re-
cession nine years ago.
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 FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — A wooden 
box carried an eagle feather and 
bone whistle, a gourd rattle and a 
feather fan — items that carry spir-
itual energy and are used in Native 
American religious ceremonies.

The man holding the box asked 
security agents at the San Anto-
nio International Airport to allow 
him to display the items so their 
energy wouldn’t be polluted. The 
agents declined, roughly handling 
the items and shoving them back 
in the box, former Native American 
Church of North America President 
Sandor Iron Rope alleged.

His lawsuit against the Trans-
portation Security Administration 
recently was settled, with neither 
side acknowledging fault and the 
agency agreeing to better educate 
its employees about Native Amer-
ican religious items at more than a 
dozen airports nationwide.

“There was a policy in place de-
signed to provide some protection 
for us, but they don’t have train-
ing,” Iron Rope said Wednesday. 
“Not everybody is familiar with the 
policies.”

The TSA did not respond to mes-
sages seeking comment this week.

The Native American Church has 
multiple chapters around the coun-
try and an estimated 250,000 mem-
bers. The church that formed in 1918 
blends Native American beliefs and 
Christianity but doesn’t have for-
mal buildings. Instead, its members 
meet in teepees for lengthy ceremo-
nies and use peyote as a sacrament.

Its most visible legal battles have 
been over peyote, a hallucinogenic 
that only grows naturally in the 
United States in southern Texas. 
States had varied laws on Native 
Americans’ use of the cactus until 
the early 1990s, when a federal law 
allowed Native Americans who are 
part of the church to possess peyote.

For anyone else, it’s illegal, in the 
same category as heroin and co-
caine. Membership cards cite the 
federal law and another that allows 
Native Americans to possess migra-
tory birds.

One of Iron Rope’s attorneys, For-
rest Tahdooahnippah, said church 
members have had enough bad ex-
periences to discourage them from 
air travel. He said Iron Rope had no 
indication agents believed his cere-

monial items were dangerous.
“That’s part of the reason we felt 

there should have been a lawsuit in 
the first place,” he said. “Screen-
ing of items should be reserved for 
things TSA has a legitimate sus-
picion are going to be a danger to 
traveler safety.”

Passengers can do their part by 
alerting the TSA at least 72 hours in 
advance to carry-on items that need 
additional screening and by clearly 
communicating beliefs, said Rich-
ard Bloom, director of terrorism, 
intelligence, and security studies 
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity in Prescott, Ariz.

Security agents cannot be trained 
in all religions, but he said they can 
improve on dealing with the un-
known.

“A little bit of sensitivity and 
respect and really being open to 
the unique needs of a religious in-
dividual can go a long way toward 
negotiating something that works 
for the individual and for the TSA,” 
Bloom said.

Not all religious items would be 
allowed on planes with passengers, 
however.

The TSA prohibits religious 

knives like the kirpan. Sikhs who 
carry them do not view them as 
weapons or accessories but as ex-
tensions of their being and their 
belief that they are protectors of 
the weak.

The Sikh Coalition, a civil rights 
organization, has issued travel 
guidelines alerting the community 
that kirpans can be in checked bag-
gage only, and the faithful gener-
ally adhere. But the coalition has 
represented at least one Sikh man 
in a case where he was charged 
for carry kirpans through airport 
security. The case eventually was 
dropped.

As part of the settlement with the 
Native American Church of North 
America, the TSA and the plain-
tiffs will collaborate on a webinar 
that will be available to agents who 
work with passengers well ahead of 
their flights to move items through 
security.

Those webinars will be shown to 
TSA employees in Albuquerque and 
Farmington, N.M.; Durango, Colo.; 
Great Falls, Mont.; Minot; Rapid 
City and Sioux Falls, S.D.; and 
San Antonio, Laredo and McAllen, 
Texas.
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a red squirrel, with its paw in a “cookie jar,” keeps watch while eating from a feeder in north bismarck in the below zero conditions on Wednesday morning.

PAW IN THE ‘COOKIE JAR’

Native Church lawsuit sparks TSA training
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items, saying he invoked the donor’s 
name as “a funder of the far left.”

Additionally, Emineth said 
President Donald Trump has said 
“tougher stuff than this.”

When asked about specific so-
cial media items, Emineth walked 
back some of his activity, including 
an image CNN said he shared that 
called for a halt to the construction 
of new mosques. Asked if he ever 

believed, or still believed, that no 
new mosques should be built in the 
U.S., he said that “if they want to 
build mosques, they should be able 
to build mosques.”

He also said he did not know what 
“POS” meant until more recently, 
and was likely attempting to refer to 
Obama as “POTUS” — an acronym 
for “President of the United States.”

“POS” is often deployed as an 
initialism for “piece of (expletive)”

Other items noted by CNN in-
cluded a Facebook comment that 
global warming is an “anti-Amer-

ican effort to bring America down” 
and apparent credulity for a fringe 
site’s article suggesting the Clinton 
family’s involvement in multiple 
deaths. All instances cited by CNN 
occurred between 2012 and 2016.

Emineth is seeking Democratic 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp’s seat and 
vying against multiple other Re-
publicans for a spot on Novem-
ber’s ballot. In teasing his run last 
month, he staked out conservative 
positions on immigration, health 
care and the recent Republican tax 
plan and lauded President Donald 

Trump.
CNN notes that Emineth’s Face-

book page “became inaccessible” 
after Emineth announced his can-
didacy, and that his Twitter ac-
count, which was briefly made pri-
vate, saw 100 tweets deleted during 
that time.

The campaign of state Sen. Tom 
Campbell, a fellow Republican 
candidate from Grafton, did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment. Current state GOP 
chairman Kelly Armstrong could 
not be reached for comment.

Emineth
From A1


