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JILL COLVIN AND JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press 

 DANANG, Vietnam — Presi-
dent Donald Trump stood before 
a summit of Asian leaders keen on 
regional trade pacts and delivered 
a roaring “America fi rst” message 
Friday, denouncing China for un-
fair trade practices just a day after 
he had heaped praise on President 
Xi Jinping in Beijing.

“We are not going to let the 
United States be taken advantage 
of anymore,” Trump told CEOs on 
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacifi c 
Economic Cooperation confer-
ence. “I am always going to put 
America fi rst, the same way that I 
expect all of you in this room to put 
your countries fi rst.”

The president — who pulled the 
United States out of the Pacifi c Rim 
trade pact known as the Trans-Pa-
cifi c Partnership — said the U.S. 
would no longer join “large agree-
ments that tie our hands, surrender 
our sovereignty and make mean-
ingful enforcement practically im-
possible.” Instead, he said, the U.S. 
will pursue one-on-one trade deals 
with other nations that pledge fair 
and reciprocal trade.

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 When the United States de-
clared war on Germany in 1917, 
about 80 percent of McIntosh 
County’s population was of Ger-
man or Russian descent. Very 
few spoke or read English, or had 
American citizenship.

Yet, when the county became 
eligible for the draft, 738 young 
men registered the fi rst day to join 
the American forces in fi ghting a 
war against their native countries.

University of North Dakota 
professor, author 
and historian Gor-
don Iseminger has 
spent many hours 
learning about 
North Dakota’s 
German-Russians, 
particularly those 
who settled in 
McIntosh County, 

located in the south central part 
of the state.

Thanks to the Federal Writers’ 
Project, established in 1935 by 
President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt, there’s no shortage of infor-
mation. More than 5,000 folders 
of biographical information have 

been compiled to share the stories 
of North Dakota’s early pioneers, 
including those soldiers serving in 

World War I.
“Roosevelt wanted to collect 

every shred of historical material 
there was in North Dakota — di-
aries, folk remedies, newspapers, 
recipes and letters,” Iseminger 
said during a recent lecture at 
Rugby’s Prairie Village Museum. 

“More out of curiosity than any-
thing else, I started reading the 
fi les.”

Museum shares stories, 
attitudes toward WWI

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

University of Mary students dressed in World War I-era uniforms of soldiers and a nurse prepare to perform a reader’s theater titled “Letters from the 
Great War” on Friday afternoon at the AMVETS in Bismarck. The students are, from left, Hannah Diehl, Katherine Stano, Claire Schindler, Sofi a Rabaey and 
Blake Wolters. The students read actual letters that North Dakota soldiers sent home as a project with history professor Joseph Stuart to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of World War I. The U-Mary students will perform the reader’s theater again today at the Veterans Day observance in the North 
Dakota Heritage Center beginning at 1 p.m. For more photographs and videos, go to www.bismarcktribune.com.

President 
pushes for 
‘America first’
Trump talks tough 
on trade during APEC

Widow feels 
husband’s face 
after transplant

KYLE POTTER
Associated Press 

 ROCHESTER, Minn. — Stand-
ing in a stately Mayo Clinic library, 
Lilly Ross reached out and touched 
the face of a stranger, prodding the 
rosy cheeks and eyeing the hairless 
gap in a chin she once had known 
so well.

“That’s why he always grew it so 
long, so he could try to mesh it to-
gether on the chin,” she told Andy 
Sandness, as he shut his eyes and 
braced for the tickle of her touch on 
new nerve endings in the face that 
had been her husband’s.

Sixteen months after transplant 
surgery gave Sandness the face 
that had belonged to Calen “Rudy” 
Ross, he met the woman who had 
agreed to donate her high school 
sweetheart’s visage to a man who 
lived nearly a decade without one.

The two came together last 
month in a meeting arranged by the 

Skin of late partner 
was used in clinic’s 
first face transplant

READER’S THEATER
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Many young men served in World War I, which left a shortage of farm 
laborers in the state which was promoting the planting of every possible 
acre in order to help feed the world during the war.

Iseminger

If you go
What: “The Changing Roles of WWI 
Pilots and their Planes”

When: 2 p.m. Sunday

Where: Prairie Village Museum, 102 
Hwy. 2 S.E., Suite A, Rugby

ALSO

What: VFW’s All-Veteran Centennial 
Memorial 

When: 9:45 a.m. today

Where: Russell Reid Auditorium at 
the Heritage Center, 612 E. Boule-
vard Ave. in Bismarck

What else: University of Mary stu-
dents will utilize letters collected from 
WWI to perform a reader’s theater 
inside the North Dakota Heritage Cen-
ter’s Russell Reid Auditorium at 1 p.m., 
called “Letters from the Great War,” 
that will also include a lecture by Jo-
seph Stuart, who teaches a class on the 
Cultural History of the Great War. More inside

Three-page series on North Dakota 
and WWI, C1-C3
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