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 � Then and now: The Oceti Sakowin protest camp north of Cannon Ball
 � Celebrate: Today’s birthdays
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AMY DALRYMPLE
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 Dakota Access LLC still owns 
about 7,000 acres of ranchland 
along the pipeline route in Morton 
County, a year after most protest-
ers left the area and several months 
after the pipeline went into service.

The North Dakota Attorney 
General’s Office, which has said it 
will continue reviewing how the 
pipeline company’s ownership of 
the ranch complies with the state’s 
anti-corporate farming law, re-
cently signed a six-month exten-
sion of an interim agreement with 
Dakota Access.

The company purchased much 
of the historic Cannonball Ranch 
north of the Standing Rock Sioux 
Reservation in fall of 2016 while 
the pipeline protest movement was 
ongoing in the area.

North Dakota’s anti-corporate 
farming law prohibits corporations 
and limited liability companies 
from owning or leasing farmland 
and ranchland. The law contains 
exceptions when the land is neces-
sary for commercial development 
or business or industrial purposes.

Lawrence Bender, an attorney 
representing Dakota Access, said 
in an October 2016 letter to the 
Attorney General’s Office that 

DAPL still  
owns ranch  
in Morton Co.

RICHARD LARDNER AND  
NICHOLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press 

 DENVER — When President Don-
ald Trump raised the idea of banning 
“bump stocks” and curbing young 

people’s access to guns, gun owners 
and advocates who helped his polit-
ical rise talked about disloyalty and 
desertion.

Trump’s flirtation with modest 
gun control measures drew swift 
condemnation from gun groups, 
hunters and sportsmen who banked 
on the president to be a stalwart op-
ponent to any new restrictions.

He’s pledging to make schools 
safer and reduce gun violence af-

ter the Florida school shooting. But 
gun advocates see a weakening re-
solve from the man they voted for in 
droves and spent millions to elect.

“Out in the firearms community 
there is a great feeling of betrayal 
and abandonment because of the 
support he was given in his cam-
paign for president,” Tony Fabian, 
president of the Colorado Sports 
Shooting Association, said Friday.

The comments highlight how lit-

tle room the president and his party 
have to maneuver without angering 
and activating a politically powerful 
constituency.

Trump has not made a formal 
proposal and he spent much of the 
past week endorsing the notion of 
arming teachers and school officials, 
an approach the gun lobby supports.

Meanwhile, Trump appeared Sat-
urday to begin refining his propos-
als for combatting school violence, 

tweeting that arming teachers as a 
deterrent against such often deadly 
violence — an idea he championed 
in recent days — is “Up to States.”

Trump heavily promoted the idea 
of putting “gun-adept” teachers and 
staff carrying concealed firearms in 
classrooms and schools to protect 
students following this month’s 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 

Trump floats new gun measures
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A law enforcement officer climbs a ladder on Feb. 23, 2017,  to speak to Jameson Dargen, one of the final holdouts 
of the Oceti Sakowin camp near Cannon Ball in Morton County. After a couple of hours, he came down on his own 
and was arrested.

‘I would have done it again’

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Nathan Phillips’ birthday fell 
on the same day as the eviction of 
the Dakota Access protest camps 
last year.

“The snow was flying, the camp 
was on fire — oh, I didn’t get no 
birthday cake,” the 64-year-old 
Omaha tribal member said Thurs-
day.

Phillips was among the last of 
the protesters encamped near 
the Cannonball River in south-
ern Morton County when law 
enforcement evicted the camps 
from Feb. 22-23, 2017, effectively 
ending the monthslong protests 
against the controversial pipeline 
that’s now been flowing oil since 
June.

Hundreds of related criminal 
cases remain open a year later, 
while those who participated in 
the protests say that time im-
pacted them.

“I would have done it all over 
again,” said Jameson Dargen, who 
lived at the camps after his father’s 
death in November 2016. “I went 
out there initially just to be able 
to help and it allowed me to figure 
out who I am, what I’ll do.”

The Fargo native was the last 
arrestee, the “last man standing,” 
he said. He climbed atop a wooden 
structure to watch and film offi-
cers entering the Oceti Sakowin 
camp on Feb. 23, 2017. 

PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald 

 Isaac Cramer, 35, the son of Rep. 
Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and his wife, 
Kris, is hospitalized in an intensive 
care unit at Sanford Health in Bis-
marck, according to sources close 
to the family.

Isaac’s condition is “not good; 
Isaac has kidney and liver failure,” 
said Facebook posts from family 

friends.
Isaac had been living in Fargo for 

several years.
The deterioration in Isaac Cram-

er’s health is due to on ongoing bat-
tle with alcoholism, according to a 
Facebook post from family friend 
and Fargo conservative talk radio 
host Scott Hennen.

“(Isaac) has fought the demon of 
alcoholism for much of his young 

life,” Hennen wrote in the post. 
“Now he fights for his life in an 
ICU.”

Another friend of the Cramer 
family, Mark Guttormson said he 
received a message from Kris Cra-
mer on Saturday morning indicat-
ing that Isaac was in an ICU.

She asked for prayers for Isaac, 
said Guttormson who posted the 
information on Facebook.

About an hour and a half later, 
Guttormson received another mes-
sage from Kris Cramer saying that 
Isaac’s liver and kidneys were fail-
ing, and doctors suggested that the 
Cramers call the family in.

“I haven’t been told what the 
actual condition is, but from the 
information I’m getting, it is very 
serious,” he said. “It’s now kind of 
a wait-and-see situation.”

Kevin and Kris Cramer’s other 
children are another adult son, Ian; 
adult daughters, Rachel and Annie, 
and an 11-year-old adopted son, 
Abel. They also have four grand-
children.

Cramer recently announced his 
plans to launch a U.S. Senate cam-
paign to unseat Democratic incum-
bent Heidi Heitkamp in this fall’s 
general election.

Cramer’s son hospitalized in intensive care unit
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