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KIM CHANDLER
Associated Press 

 MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Dem-
ocrat Doug Jones’ historic vic-
tory over Republican Roy Moore 
was declared official Thursday as 
Alabama election officials certi-
fied him the winner of the special 
Senate election, despite Moore’s 
last-minute lawsuit claiming 
voter fraud.

Jones defeated Moore on Dec. 
12 by 21,924 votes in a stunning 

victory in a traditionally red state, 
becoming the first Alabama Dem-
ocrat elected to the Senate victory 
in a quarter-century. The win 
came after Moore, best known 
for stands against gay marriage 
and the public display of the Ten 
Commandments, was dogged by 
accusations of sexual miscon-
duct involving teenage girls that 
allegedly occured decades ago.

Jones said in a statement that 
he looked forward to going to 

work for the people of Alabama 
in the new year.

“As I said on election night, our 
victory marks a new chapter for 
our state and the nation,” he said. 
“I will be an independent voice 
and work to find common ground 
with my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to get Washington 
back on track and fight to make 
our country a better place for all.”

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 More than half the criminal cases 
from the Dakota Access Pipeline 
protests have closed, but hundreds 
more await their fate.

2018 may be the year to end them 
all.

This year saw a crescendo of 
cases related to the monthslong 
pipeline protests, as law enforce-
ment cleared the protest camps in 
February, numerous cases went to 
trial and hundreds of charges have 
been dismissed.

Trial court administrator Donna 
Wunderlich, of the South Central 
Judicial District, said Thursday that 
499 state-level cases have closed. 
Over 300 more await dispositions, 
either still open or inactive with 
warrants. Six related federal cases 
also are open, according to the Wa-
ter Protector Legal Collective.

Defense attorneys say the new 
year may see all the state-level 
cases close at some point, but that’s 
dependent on prosecution and ap-
peals.

The Morton County State’s At-
torney’s Office appeared to adopt 
a strategy this year in dismissing 
protest defendants’ charges, then 
newly recharging them soon after-
ward in a perceived effort to entice 
guilty pleas.

Morton County State’s Attorney 
Allen Koppy did not return two 
phone messages and an email re-
questing an interview. Neither did 
assistant state’s attorneys Gabrielle 
Goter and Brian Grosinger.

South Central District Presid-
ing Judge Gail Hagerty declined 
to comment on the court’s impact 
from the protest cases.

year in review 
Several notable defendants and 

dispositions came to pass this year, 
including actress Shailene Wood-
ley and 2016 Green Party presi-
dential candidate Jill Stein, who 
both reached deferred impositions 
for their respective misdemeanor 
charges.

Former Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribal Chairman Dave Archam-
bault II and Councilman Dana 
Yellow Fat were acquitted in May 
of their protest charges.

Photojournalist Sara Laf-
leur-Vetter, of The Guardian, was 
acquitted in October as the first 
journalist to go to trial from the 
protests.

Dakota Access 
cases could be 
closed in 2018

JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press 

 North Dakota Attorney General 
Wayne Stenehjem says he will per-
sonally defend his former political 
foe, Gov. Doug Burgum, against a 
lawsuit filed by the Republican-led 

Legislature challenging the first-
term Republican governor’s veto 
powers.

Stenehjem told The Associated 
Press that he will base his state Su-
preme Court argument on a previous 
opinion he authored in June that ac-
tually favors the Legislature on much 
of the vetoes.

“I’ve visited with (Burgum) and we 
are in agreement on our legal posi-
tion,” Stenehjem, also a Republican, 
said in an email to The Associated 

Press. Stenehjem is currently trav-
eling in New Zealand.

Burgum told the AP last week that 
he agrees with Stenehjem’s opinion, 
though he previously issued state-
ments describing the threat of a 
lawsuit as a legislative intrusion on 
the powers of his office and a waste 
of taxpayer money.

The Legislature sued Burgum ear-
lier this month. Lawmakers allege he 
violated his line-item veto power last 
spring by deleting words or phrases 

on several spending bills in a way that 
changed intent.

Stenehjem lost to Burgum in the 
Republican primary for governor last 
year. He also is a former state sena-
tor, and during the 1995 legislative 
session, he sponsored a rewrite of 
the state Constitution that included 
a new section on the line-item veto.

Stenehjem, in his earlier written 
opinion, said the governor can’t 
veto conditions or restrictions on 
appropriations without vetoing the 

appropriation itself.
He also said that while Burgum was 

not authorized to veto some language 
in the State Water Commission and 
Department of University and School 
Lands appropriations, the Legisla-
ture ceded too much of its power by 
giving its Budget Section — a subset 
of the Legislature — “significant 
budgetary decisions” not authorized 
under the state constitution.

Stenehjem to defend Burgum

Democrat Jones officially 
declared winner over Moore

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 A North Dakota judge entered a 
$1.4 million judgment  Wednesday 
in favor of the Wahpeton construc-
tion firm that led the expansion of 
the Heritage Center in Bismarck.

And the state of North Dakota is 
“apparently agreeing” to pay part of 
that sum, an attorney for Comstock 
Construction said.

District Judge James Hill’s order 
came more than a month after a 
Bismarck jury sided with Com-
stock. They said the State Histor-
ical Society breached its contract 
by failing to pay the balance of the 
contract and for extra work.

Comstock was the general con-
tractor for the museum’s recent 
$51.7 million, 97,000-square-foot 
expansion.

The firm sued the state in March 
2016, alleging the State Historical 
Society improperly withheld pay-
ment. Comstock also said it was 
provided inadequate plans to sup-
port hefty exterior limestone pan-
els, which caused damages, delays 
and safety issues.

Hill ordered that Comstock re-
cover $1,395,264 from the state — 
the amount awarded by the jury — 
plus $9,667 in costs and disburse-
ments, along with 2.25 percent in 
post-judgment interest per year.

The jury’s verdict broke Com-
stock’s award into two claims: 
$337,204 for the state’s failure 
to pay the contract balance and 
$1,058,060 for its failure to pay for 
extra work. Aaron Dean, an attor-
ney for Comstock, said the state is 
“apparently agreeing” to pay the 
$337,204 for the contract balance.

“That’s the money they say that’s 
already been legislatively appropri-
ated,” he said. Dean said the money 
had not yet been received, however.

A legislative budget analyst 
and auditor previously said the 
State Historical Society had about 
$386,000 retained to pay the proj-
ect’s final costs.

Peter Zuger, an attorney for the 
state, declined to comment. He 
cited state policy against discussing 
ongoing litigation. State Historical 
Society Director Claudia Berg didn’t 
return a message seeking comment.

Attorneys for the state floated a 
request for a new trial in a motion 
filed this month. Dean said that 
step is a “precondition” to filing an 
appeal, but it’s unclear whether the 
state will do so.

The state has 60 days from 
Wednesday’s judgment to file a 
notice of appeal with the North 
Dakota Supreme Court.

Judgment  
entered in 
Heritage 
Center case

Attorney general  
to defend governor 
against veto challenge
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Making snow is a nonstop process at Huff Hills Ski Area, and recent days of cold weather are providing ideal 
conditions to cover the slopes south of Mandan. Jim Beck, left, watches as Lucas Speidel uses a torch to 
melt frozen nozzles on a snowmaker on the Rattle Snake run Thursday morning. Huff Hills will be open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Jan. 2, then will return to weekend hours. Meanwhile, the National Weather 
Service in Bismarck reports than an Arctic air surge remains on track to begin moving into the Northern 
Plains throughout the day. Coldest temperatures will occur over the weekend and into Monday. Dangerous 
wind chills as low as 50 below zero are forecast.

HUFF HiLLS SNOW maKiNG

Defense attorneys 
criticize recharging; 
300 cases still open
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