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APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 DEVILS LAKE — National 
Guard soldiers who were based in 
Devils Lake have returned to the 
U.S. from a mission in Afghani-
stan.

About 60 Guard members from 
the 136th Combat Sustainment 
Support Battalion arrived Fri-
day, in the U.S. after a 10-month 
deployment to a combat zone in 
Asia, according to a news release. 
The battalion was sent to Afghan-
istan to provide command and 
control structure for logistical 
units.

No one from the unit was in-
jured during the operation, ac-
cording to the North Dakota Na-
tional Guard’s public a� airs o�  ce.

The soldiers were bound for Fort 
Hood, Texas, for demobilization, 
which includes briefi ngs, health 
checks and paperwork proce-
dures. After that, the battalion 
should return to North Dakota this 
month, according to the release.

The Guard’s state public a� airs 
o�  ce will announce the return 
date once the fl ight to North Da-
kota has been established.

The battalion was alerted in 
March 2016 that it may be de-
ployed to Afghanistan for a 
12-month mission. It then was 
given order in December for the 
mission.

The unit was led by Lt. Col. 
Brock Larson of Bismarck and 
Sgt. Maj. Cory Everson of Devils 
Lake and has Guard members from 
28 communities in North Dakota, 
Minnesota and Kentucky, accord-
ing to the public a� airs o�  ce.

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 On Monday, Lt. Governor Brent 
Sanford used his power to pardon 
two feathered brothers that were 
sentenced to be stu� ed.

They were calm and well-be-
haved, as they perched on a con-
ference room table, waiting for 
Sanford to commute their sen-
tences.

“This may be the most import-

ant thing I do as lieutenant gov-
ernor,” Sanford said, right before 
granting them amnesty. “May they 
go in peace and not leave anything 
behind.”

Luckily, they didn’t.
The two turkeys named Salt 

and Pepper, each 19 weeks old and 
weighing about 40 pounds, were 
part of the annual turkey pardon-
ing ceremony at the state Capitol.

Typically the governor pardons 
the Thanksgiving turkey, but Gov. 
Doug Burgum was unable to attend 
the event because he had to chair 
the Fargo-Moorhead Area Flood 
Diversion Task Force, according 
to Sanford.

The turkeys are from Harvey 
Hofner’s farm in Wyndmere, and 
they are part of the same fl ock 
being primed to be pardoned by 
President Donald Trump.

Carl and Sharlene Wittenburg, 
of Alexandria, Minn., this summer 
hatched a special “presidential 
fl ock” of turkeys. One fortunate 
turkey and his not-so-fortunate 
alternate will make the trip to the 
White House next week.

Carl Wittenburg said his father, 
a lifelong turkey farmer in Wynd-
mere, was instrumental in transi-
tioning the turkey industry from 
the Bronze breed of turkeys with 
dark feathers to the white-feath-

ered turkeys in the late 1950s.
In his remarks, Sanford spoke 

about the nearly 1 million turkeys 
produced every year on the state’s 
nine turkey farms.

“We’re proud of our strong ani-
mal agriculture industry in North 
Dakota,” he said.

At Monday’s ceremony, the 
North Dakota Turkey Federation 
donated 24 frozen turkeys, 12 each, 
to the Abused Adult Resource 
Center and Ruth Meiers Hospi-
tality House.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-
8251 or Blair.Emerson@bismarck
tribune.com
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Lt. Gov. Brent Sanford pardons two 19-week-old male turkeys during the annual ceremony on Monday at the state Capitol in Bismarck. Gov. Doug Burgum 
was out of town and passed the o�  cial duty to Sanford to save Pepper, left, and Salt from being a Thanksgiving Day main course. 
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 WASHINGTON — Promoted as 
needed relief for the middle class, 
the Senate Republican tax overhaul 
actually would increase taxes for 
some 13.8 million moderate-in-
come American households, a bi-
partisan analysis showed Monday.

The assessment by Congress’ 
Joint Committee on Taxation 
emerged as the Senate’s tax-writ-
ing committee began wading 
through the measure, working to-
ward the fi rst major revamp of the 
tax system in some 30 years.

Barging into the carefully cali-
brated work that House and Senate 
Republicans have done, President 
Donald Trump called for a steeper 

tax cut for wealthy Americans and 
pressed GOP leaders to add a con-
tentious health care change to the 
already complex mix.

Trump’s latest tweet injected a 
dose of uncertainty into the pro-
cess as the Republicans try to de-
liver on his top legislative priority. 
He commended GOP leaders for 
getting the tax legislation closer to 
passage in recent weeks and then 
said, “Cut top rate to 35% w/all of 
the rest going to middle income 
cuts?”

That puts him at odds with the 
House legislation that leaves the 
top rate at 39.6 percent and the 
Senate bill as written, with the top 
rate at 38.5 percent.

Trump also said, “Now how 
about ending the unfair & highly 
unpopular individual mandate in 
(Obama)care and reducing taxes 
even further?”

Overall, the legislation would 
deeply cut corporate taxes, double 

the standard deduction used by 
most Americans, and limit or re-
peal completely the federal deduc-
tion for state and local property, 
income and sales taxes. It carries 
high political stakes for Trump and 
Republican leaders in Congress, 
who view passage of tax cuts as 
critical to the GOP preserving its 
majorities at the polls next year.

With few votes to spare, Repub-
lican leaders hope to fi nalize a tax 
overhaul by Christmas and send 
the legislation to Trump for his 
signature.

The key House leader on the 
e� ort, Rep. Kevin Brady, said he’s 
“very confi dent” that Republicans 
“do and will have the votes to pass” 
the measure this week.

Brady, chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, said 
he doesn’t expect major changes to 
the bill as it moves to a fi nal vote 
in the House. Still, he said Trump’s 
call for removing the requirement 

to have health insurance as part of 
the tax agreement “remains under 
consideration.”

Trump and the Republicans 
have promoted the legislation as a 
boon to the middle class, bringing 
tax relief to people with moderate 
incomes and boosting the economy 
to create new jobs.

“This bill is not a massive tax cut 
for the wealthy. ... This is not a big 
giveaway to corporations,” Sen. 
Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, chairman of 
the Senate Finance Committee, in-
sisted as the panel had its fi rst day 
of debate on the Senate measure.

Hatch also downplayed the anal-
ysis by congressional tax experts 
showing a tax increase for several 
million U.S. households under the 
Senate proposal. Hatch said “a rel-
atively small minority of taxpayers 
could see a slight increase in their 
taxes.”

Bill would increase taxes

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., left, the 
top Democrat on the Senate Finance 
Committee, criticizes the Republican tax 
reform plan Monday while Chairman Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, center, and Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, R-Iowa, far right, listen to his 
opening statement as the panel begins 
work overhauling the nation’s tax code, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. The legislation 
in the House and Senate carries high 
political stakes for President Donald Trump 
and Republican leaders in Congress, who 
view passage of tax cuts as critical to the 
GOP’s success at the polls next year.
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