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Holiday musical 
Magical Medora Christmas 
plans Belle Mehus stop   DAKOTA, C1

BRUCE SCHREINER
Associated Press 

 LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Fresh off his 
biggest legislative victory of the 

Trump era, Senate 
Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell 
on Saturday dis-
puted projections 
that the Senate’s 
tax bill would add 
to the nation’s 
debt woes.

Back home in 
Kentucky just hours after the 
Senate narrowly pushed through 
the nearly $1.5 trillion tax bill 
early Saturday morning, McCo-
nnell predicted that the boldest 
rewrite of the nation’s tax system 
in decades would generate more 
than enough economic growth to 
prevent the burgeoning deficits 
being forecast.

“I not only don’t think it will 

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 DICKINSON — Five years after 
regulators shut down an oilfield 
waste disposal well due to environ-
mental violations, the landowners 
are still looking at the abandoned 
equipment from their dining room 
window.

“We’re sick of the mess,” said 
Laura Griffin, who lives southwest 
of Dickinson.

Well operators Jason Halek and 
Nathan Garber were sentenced last 
week in federal court for violating 
environmental laws while operat-

ing a saltwater disposal well in late 
2011 and early 2012.

Landowners Laura and Robert 
“Bud” Griffin are frustrated that 
the well, tanks and other equip-
ment have remained on site more 
than five years after regulators put 
chains and padlocks on the well-
head equipment.

“We want the site cleaned up and 
put back to its original state, and 
the state isn’t enforcing it,” Laura 
Griffin said.

Department of Mineral Re-
sources Director Lynn Helms said 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency has information from its 
investigation that might affect 
how state regulators plug the 
abandoned well. Helms said his 
agency has requested the infor-
mation from the EPA but has not 

received it.
In addition to the wellhead, the 

equipment that remains on site 
includes a sign identifying the 
Halek 5-22 saltwater disposal well, 
a trailer where crews worked and 
saltwater storage tanks. A barrel 
of flammable chemicals labeled 
paraffin inhibitor remains on site 
within a berm that surrounds the 
tanks. One piece of equipment 
has been knocked over, possibly 
by cattle that graze there in the 
summer.

“We want it gone,” Griffin said.
The Griffins’ attorney sent a 

letter to the state Oil and Gas Di-
vision in September of 2016 that 
requested the agency’s assistance 
and supervision on the abandon-
ment and reclaiming of the well 
site. Griffin said her attorney never 

received a response from the state.
Department of Mineral Re-

sources spokeswoman Alison Rit-
ter said state statutes require the 
agency to restore the surface of 
the site at the same time they plug 
the well. The only exception is if 
there’s a risk of pollution or threat 
to human health and safety, which 
Ritter said that site does not pose.

“Until everything is wrapped up, 
we can’t start the whole process,” 
Ritter said.

An inspector from the Oil and 
Gas Division visits the site about 
once a month on average, accord-
ing to a log of field notes from state 
inspectors.

State regulators do not plan to 
begin any reclamation work until 

Impacts of illegal well linger
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Robert “Bud” Griffin stands next to the saltwater disposal well formerly owned by Halek Operating that was shut down in 2012 after well operators broke 
state and federal laws. The site is located near the Griffin home southwest of Dickinson.

McConnell: 
Tax bill 
won’t add 
debt woes

ROBIN HUEBNER 
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – After the new guy was 
booked into the Cass County Jail on 
a late August evening of this year, 
it wasn’t long before fellow inmate 
Bryan Grob found out why.

“He started alluding to ‘I’m 
kinda here for a high-profile case,’” 
Grob said.

This new guy, William Henry 
Hoehn, was referring to the killing 
of Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind 

and the kidnapping of her unborn 
child – a crime that rocked the 
region for its grisly nature and its 
rarity.

The 22-year-old Fargo woman 
was eight months pregnant when 
she left her northside basement 
apartment Aug. 19 for a third-floor 
apartment rented by Hoehn and his 
girlfriend, Brooke Lynn Crews, to 
help Crews with a sewing project.

LaFontaine-Greywind’s family 
did not see her alive again.

Hoehn and Crews are both 
charged with conspiracy to com-
mit murder, conspiracy to commit 
kidnapping and providing false 
information to police. Both have 
pleaded not guilty.

Grob, 40, of Fargo, said Hoehn 
spilled many details of the crime to 
him while they were both housed 
in a semi-segregated section of 
the jail.

Grob was there on a felony drug 
charge and was placed in the max-
imum security area because he was 
on suicide watch, he said.

Cass County Jail Administrator 
Andrew Frobig confirmed the two 
men crossed paths there.

Hoehn was booked into the jail 
Aug. 24, and Grob was released 
Aug. 31, Frobig said.

In a court document obtained 
by The Forum, Grob is listed as 

Former inmate: ‘It’s been a curse’
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Bryan Grob recounts Thursday in 
Fargo some of what he learned 
while in jail with William Hoehn, 
a defendant in the Savanna 
LaFontaine-Greywind case.

Senators split 
votes on GOP 
tax overhaul

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 North Dakota’s senators split 
their votes early Saturday on the 
Republican overhaul of the tax 
code.

Sen. John Hoeven sided with al-
most all of his fellow Republicans 
to pass the bill in a 51-49 vote. The 
bill still needs to be reconciled with 
a House version that passed a cou-
ple of weeks ago before heading to 
President Donald Trump’s desk.

Hoeven said the bill boosts the 
standard deduction, which most 
North Dakotans use, and main-
tains a state and local property tax 
deduction of up to $10,000.

“The Senate took an import-
ant step to provide hardworking, 
middle-class Americans with tax 
relief that will enable them to keep 
more of their paycheck and at the 
same time lower rates for small 
businesses, including our farm-
ers and ranchers, so we can grow 
our economy and create more jobs 
with higher wages,” Hoeven said in 
a statement.

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, a Demo-
crat facing re-election next year 
in a conservative state, said the 
bill is “bad for North Dakota,” ar-
guing that it favors wealthy people 
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