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CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Burleigh County Water Re-
source District’s approval of a 
drainage project to remove excessive 
groundwater from the Hay Creek 
Pines subdivision, located 6 miles 
northeast of Bismarck, has resulted 

in downstream landowners seeking 
legal action.

Alton and Arlene Nitschke, who 
own about 40 acres of land and have 
lived south of Hay Creek Pines for 
24 years, fi led an appeal to district 
court, alleging the groundwater to 
be diverted to their property has 
been polluted by coliform and other 
contaminants.

“Well, I’m here again, and I’m not 
going away,” said Arlene Nitschke, 

at Wednesday’s meeting of the 
BCWRD. “Why should we take on 
somebody else’s bad water? This is 
not over. You are going to hear from 
me forever.”

The Hay Creek Pines Ground-
water Removal Project is intended 
to lower groundwater levels in the 
subdivision by providing an avenue 
for the water to more readily leave.

The project’s aim is to improve 
the stability of the road bed in and 

around Hay Creek Pines, reduce 
sump pump operations in homes, 
protect structures and reduce the 
drowning of trees.

In July, the BCWRD tested water 
samples from four wells and one 
sump pump, but the Nitschkes 
allege the tests did not include all 
essential attributes. The fi ve basic 
items to be tested, per the USDA, 
are nitrates, sulfates, phosphates, 
E. coli and coliform. The latter two 

of which were not tested by the 
county.

High levels of sulfate and total 
dissolved solids were found in sev-
eral of the water samples.

Using one of the same test wells, 
the Nitschkes tested for coliform 
and E. coli in the groundwater. Re-
sults show coliform was present, 
though E. coli was not found.

Landowners file appeal
Hay Creek Pines drainage 
project moves forward

JONATHAN LEMIRE AND JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 BEIJING — President Donald 
Trump nodded appreciatively as 
China’s Xi Jinping showcased a 
centuries-old temple in Beijing’s 
Forbidden City. He clapped along 
as the two leaders watched a Chi-
nese children’s opera. And the pair 
shared a traditional tea and saluta-
tions of friendship.

Trump’s two-day visit to China 
opened with diplomatic niceties 
aplenty Wednesday. But thorny 
issues await the two world lead-
ers behind closed doors, includ-
ing potential tensions over trade 
and China’s willingness to put the 
squeeze on North Korea over its 
nuclear weapons program.

Ahead of his arrival, Trump de-
livered a stern message to Beijing, 
using an address to the National 
Assembly in South Korea to call 
on nations to confront the North.

“All responsible nations must 
join forces to isolate the brutal re-
gime of North Korea,” Trump said. 

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Trump administration may 
have rescinded the Clean Power 
Plan, with its federal carbon diox-
ide emissions standards, but Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative isn’t 
taking any chances.

As part of the cooperative’s an-
nual membership meeting in Bis-
marck this week, member owners 
will participate in a Strategic Di-
rection Meeting with two goals in 
mind: help shape a federal carbon 
emissions reduction plan that is 
friendly to coal and come up with a 
way to compete with renewables in 
the cooperative’s new marketplace.

Basin Electric CEO Paul Sukut 
said he has had the chance to meet 
with U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Administrator Scott 
Pruitt on three occasions. 

Planning carbon solutions
Basin Electric
Power Cooperative
reaches for two goals

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Nick Brown, president and CEO of Southwest Power Pool, addresses the crowd as the keynote speaker at the Basin Electric Power Cooperative annual 
meeting at the Bismarck Event Center on Wednesday. 

Niceties 
for Trump 
in Beijing 

PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 FARGO — Two North Dakota 
health insurance companies will 
soon begin covering intensive 
therapy for children with autism 
under some of their health plans.

The voluntary coverage, which 
starts Jan. 1, is being provided after 
legislators earlier this year rejected 
a bill to mandate the coverage for 
what is called applied behavioral 
analysis.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of North 
Dakota and the Sanford Health 
Plan will o� er coverage for the in-
tensive therapy under some of their 
insurance plans. 

Autism 
therapy to 
be covered
Some N.D. insurers to 
cover intensive therapy 
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Basin Electric Power Cooperative CEO Paul Sukut speaks to members at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting in Bismarck Wednesday.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 An increase in power genera-
tion has helped put Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative on stronger 
fi nancial footing after a tough 
2016.

Basin CEO Paul Sukut said a 
“perfect storm” of low natural 
gas prices that lessened the com-
petitiveness of Dakota Gasifi ca-
tion Company’s synthetic natu-
ral gas and byproducts and mild 
weather in 2016, which reduced 
customers’ power needs, led to a 
nearly 12 percent rate increase for 
Basin customers last year.

“We’re in good shape now,” 
Sukut said.

Hot summer weather helped 
put margins back on track, re-
cord margins in some cases, Su-
kut said.

Basin recovers 
from tough ’16
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