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FARES AKRAM AND KARIN LAUB
Associated Press 

 GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Thou-
sands of Palestinians marched to 
Gaza’s border with Israel on Friday 
in the largest such demonstration 
in recent memory, and 15 were 
killed by Israeli fi re on the fi rst day 
of what Hamas organizers said 
will be six weeks of daily protests 
against a stifl ing border blockade.

It was the bloodiest day in Gaza 
since the 2014 cross-border war 
between Israel and Hamas.

Fourteen of the marchers were 
killed and more than 750 wounded 
by Israeli fi re in clashes along the 
border fence, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry said.

The U.N. Security Council called 
an emergency meeting to discuss 
the deadly clashes in Gaza. Ku-
wait requested the closed Security 
Council session, scheduled for Fri-
day evening.

The Israeli military said thou-
sands of Palestinians threw stones 
and rolled burning tires toward 
troops deployed on the other side 
of the border fence. It accused mil-
itants of trying to carry out attacks 
under the cover of mass protests, 
saying that in one incident, Pal-
estinian gunmen fi red toward sol-
diers.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 After surviving 25 hours in a 
recent snowstorm in the west-
ern North Dakota Badlands, hiker 
Walker Wadkins is working on a 
thank-you letter to the makers of 
duct tape.

The Florida native set out on 
what he thought would be a two-
hour hike the afternoon of March 18, 
exploring the canyon near a home 
southwest of Medora where he is 
staying.

“I could have stayed out there all 
day,” said Wadkins, who is preparing 
to spend his second season work-
ing for Bully Pulpit Golf Course. “I 
love wilderness, I love camping, I 
love being outdoors. A Florida boy 
doesn’t get to hike in the snow very 
often.”

His hike ended up prompting a 
rescue operation, but not before 
the 33-year-old experienced an 
adventure that allowed him to test 
his survival skills.

As Wadkins started to retrace his 
steps, he struggled to fi nd his way 
back. Snow began to fall, dropping 
about 8 inches while he remained 
out in the elements, making land-
marks unrecognizable.

“The storm had moved in so fast,” 
Wadkins recounted this week. “I 
couldn’t see more than 200 yards.” 

Walker had dressed warmly that 
afternoon and brought with him a 
water bottle, two pieces of apple 
pie, a basic fi rst aid kit, bandaids, 
matches, a Bic lighter and a note-
book. He also left in his backpack a 
roll of duct tape.

“That decision may have been 
what kept my toes on my feet,” he 
said.

Wadkins did not bring his cell 
phone on the hike because service 
is spotty in that area.

He continued hiking up and down 
steep ridges, attempting to fi nd his 
way back. As daylight began to fade, 
Wadkins recalled lessons he learned 
in survival and primitive camping 

classes.
“I remembered the fi rst rule in 

survival is to not panic,” said Wad-
kins, who once worked as an ad-
venture photographer and guide in 
a North Carolina forest.

As temperatures dropped to the 
mid-20s, Wadkins sought refuge in 
a small cave, large enough to shelter 
the top half of his body while his legs 
hung out.

He attempted to start a fi re in the 
cave using the notebook paper, but 
it was so wet and muddy that he 
could only get a small bed of coals 
going.

His two pairs of socks were wet 
from snow getting into his boots, 

and Wadkins began to lose feeling 
in his left big toe. He used the duct 
tape from his backpack to carefully 
wrap his feet, then put his socks and 
boots back on.

“I never worried about my feet 
after that,” he said.

Throughout the night, Wadkins 
would yell every 15 minutes in case 
people were out looking for him and 
in an attempt to scare away animals. 
He also prayed.

“When I did pray, right after-
wards I’d get this amazing feeling of 
peace, warmth, comfort,” he said. “I 
trusted in God and the little bit of 
skills and the bare necessities that 
I had out there that I was going to 

be OK.”
In the morning, the blanket of 

snow made everything look di� er-
ent as he trudged through knee-
high and waist-high snow.

His gloves were wet and caked 
with mud, he was eating snow be-
cause he had run out of water and 
he’d eaten the last of his apple pie.

Just as he was started to feel de-
feat, Wadkins spotted a cabin in 
the distance. He set o�  toward the 
cabin, going up and down steep hills 
and crawling through a barbed wire 
fence before reaching it.

“I had so much adrenaline going, 
and so much hope, I didn’t feel that 
my feet and my hands were going in 
the snow,” he recalled.

Wadkins used his walking stick 
to break into the unoccupied cabin, 
struggling to open the door because 
his hands were shaking uncontrol-
lably. Inside, he found some dry 
clothes, turned on the heat and 
made co� ee. He also attempted to 
make pancakes using mix he found 
in the pantry and snow.

Around 2 p.m. March 19, about 
25 hours after he started the hike, a 
rescue crew including the Billings 
County sheri�  pulled up to the 
cabin. 

“He was in pretty good shape for 
being out there as long as he was,” 
said Billings County Sheri�  Pat 
Rummel.

Wadkins didn’t tell anyone he was 
going hiking, but the Rev. Roger Di-
eterle, whom Wadkins was staying 
with, had fi gured out that some-
thing must be wrong because Wad-
kins had left behind his cell phone, 
wallet and car.

Hiker recounts 25 hours lost in N.D. Badlands snowstorm
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The type of terrain shown is what Walker Wadkins hiked through March 19 after getting lost in a snowstorm in the North Dakota Badlands southwest of 
Medora. 

Deadly 
clashes 
in Gaza
15 killed by Israeli 
fire at protest against 
stifling border blockade

Newspaper 
group head 
raises alarms 
over bill draft

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 The head of the North Dakota 
Newspaper Association raised 
alarms Friday over a legislative 
bill draft that he said would reduce 
government transparency.

The bill, which will be discussed 
at Monday’s meeting of the in-
terim Judiciary Committee at the 
state Capitol, would allow county 
governments to publish “a full and 
complete report of its o�  cial pro-
ceedings” and election returns on 
its website or o�  cial newspaper. 
State law currently requires that 
information to be published in the 
newspaper.

Steve Andrist, the NDNA ex-
ecutive director, said the changes 
would generally mean modest sav-
ings for counties at the expense of 
keeping people informed. 

Andrist: Bill would
reduce transparency
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Walker Wadkins gives an animated account of how he survived a 25-hour 
ordeal lost in a snowstorm in the North Dakota Badlands near Medora on 
March 19.

“I didn’t think that the 
worst-case scenario 
could happen, and it 
certainly did.”

Walker Wadkins

Story of survival
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