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 WASHINGTON — Republicans 
in Congress have learned to ignore 
President Donald Trump’s policy 
whims, knowing whatever he says 
one day on guns, immigration or 
other complicated issues could 
very well change by the next.

But Trump’s decision to seek 
steep tari� s on steel and aluminum 
imports has provoked rarely seen 
urgency among Republicans, now 
scrambling to convince the pres-
ident that he would spark a trade 
war that could stall the economy’s 
recent gains if he doesn’t reverse 
course.

The issue pits Trump’s populist 
promises to his voters against the 
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 GRAND FORKS — Get ready for 
a title fi ght.

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
and Rep. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., 
look highly likely to be their par-
ties’ nominees for a Senate seat. 
Both are big names in North Da-
kota politics, and with control of 
the U.S. Senate on the line this 
November, observers say it makes 
for an equally big matchup — and a 
fl ood of outside money into one of 
the country’s smallest states.

“This will be the most expensive 
election, per vote cast, in American 
history,” said Mike Jacobs, former 
Grand Forks Herald publisher and a 
longtime observer of North Dakota 
politics. “We can expect saturation 
advertising from all of the PACs, 
from the political parties, from 
individual parties and so on on an 
unprecedented level.”

So what does that mean?
“Every time you watch the news, 

one or two out of every three ads 
is going to be political,” said Bo 
Wood, a University of North Da-
kota professor of political science 
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Dallas Wood, center, and Aaron Bryk look over a full body crocodile mount at North Dakota Taxidermy Show in Mandan on Saturday. The show continues 
today from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Baymont Inn and Suites.

Title fight 
brewing in 
N. Dakota’s 
Senate race

Trump’s tari� 
talk provokes 
GOP urgency
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 Sally Holewa says North Dakota’s 
South Central Judicial District needs 
three bodies and one toe.

“They defi nitely have the biggest 
overall shortage as far as judicial bodies, 
that’s for sure,” the state court admin-
istrator said.

With a shortage of 3.06 judicial o�  -
cers, the South Central Judicial District 
encompassing Burleigh, Morton and 
seven other counties has the most need 
for district judges and judicial referees 
in the state. A 2017 weighted caseload 
study analyzed each of North Dakota’s 
eight judicial districts, with varied re-
sults for each, but a general shortage 
suggested across the state.

Comprised of a metro area, rural 
counties, the state capital and peniten-
tiary amid a growing population, the 
South Central Judicial District has had 
its plate full for years with steadily rising 
case numbers. Last year, the district met 
with 831 criminal cases from the Dakota 
Access protests and a statewide slash of 
13 percent to court sta�  from budget 
cuts.

“I don’t imagine that somehow three 
more judges are going to be here, and we 
are managing the caseload,” South Cen-
tral District Presiding Judge Gail Hag-

erty said. “It requires that we all work 
together. We have to be really smart 
about the way we do things.”

While some districts are “spot on” 
for judicial need, Holewa said the South 
Central district has had help from out-
side judges to take on the load, particu-
larly the protest cases.

“It’s a North Dakota method, right? 
Everybody pitches in when there’s work 
to be done,” she said.

‘Work smart’ 
Hagerty said calendars drive judges’ 

time, from their monthly meetings, to 
committed travel to rural counties, to 
courtroom space to trial weeks, all to 
handle the varied work.

“We all have to work smart and make 
really good use of our time,” she said.

Court sta� , retired and other sitting 
judges have helped meet the caseload, 
especially in the protest cases. Holewa 
said fl urries of deadlines and other time 
constraints make added pressure for all.

“(The protest cases) are playing a big 
role because it takes a lot of judicial time 
because there’s a lot of cases coming in 
in a short period of time, but it’s a tem-
porary role — I’m not saying it’s short-
term but it’s temporary,” Holewa said. 
“They’re going to eventually go away, 
but we build that into our weighted 
caseload, too.”

While Hagerty said traveling to 
smaller counties for court dates may 

Order in the court
Judges balance judicial 
shortage, rising caseload

Cramer, Heitkamp 
showdown expected 
to be most expensive

Republicans scramble 
to prevent trade war
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