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Sia Ramjbar, a longtime business owner in downtown Bismarck, holds glass shards on Friday afternoon from a 6-by-
8-foot tempered glass window shattered at his co� ee shop on Main Avenue. “It could be worse, much, much worse,” 
said Ranjbar. “My question is why?” He said a new window to replace the plywood at his business will cost more than 
$2,000. The Bismarck Police Department has acknowledged a rash of vandalized windows since the end of August.

BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 When duck hunters in the North-
ern Plains take to the fi eld this fall, 
they will fi nd fewer wetlands where 
they can set up their blinds and fl oat 
their decoys following a summer of 
devastating drought.

The number of duck-hunting 
wetlands in North Dakota is down 
about 40 percent from last year, 
to the lowest level in nine years, 
according to the Game and Fish 
Department’s annual fall wetland 
survey.

“Some much-needed August 
precipitation helped green up many 

areas of the state, but not enough 
to reverse declining wetland con-
ditions,” Migratory Game Bird Bi-
ologist Andy Dinges said.

The latest U.S. Drought Moni-
tor map shows 87 percent of North 
Dakota is in some stage of drought. 
The number of wetlands north and 
east of the Missouri River — about 
three-fourths of the state — is down 
from last fall, according to Dinges. 
With many that remain, “hunters 
should expect some wider mud 
margins ... possibly making hunting 
more di�  cult,” he said.

The situation is much the same 
in South Dakota, where about 72 

percent of the state is in some stage 
of drought. There might be plenty 
of ducks, but hunters may have to 
travel farther to fi nd them, said 
Harold Bickner, state chairman for 
the Ducks Unlimited conservation 
group.

“I don’t think there’s any ques-
tion it’s going to have an impact (on 
hunting) in some areas,” he said. 
“In our (south central) area here, 
we were really dry in July, and the 
ducks all moved. They have pretty 
much moved to big waters” that 
didn’t dry up.

Drought a�ects duck hunting
SAM EASTER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS – Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp, D-N.D., stopped in 
Grand Forks on Friday afternoon to 
talk tax reform — expected to shoot 
to the top of Congress’ agenda as 
soon as the health care debate and 
storm relief discussions have passed.

The senator, who announced her 
re-election bid last week, visited 
Development Homes to meet with 
community members representing 
a variety of nonprofi ts, unions and 
other interests. During a nearly two-
hour discussion, the group delved 
into the details of tax policy, eyeing 

an “opportunity” Heitkamp sees to 
infl uence a signifi cant rewrite.

“A lot of people don’t believe this, 
but at least from what I’ve heard 
so far … I think this administra-
tion truly does not want to give tax 
breaks to millionaires,” she said. “I 
honestly believe that. I think they 
know you won’t get individual in-
come tax reform done, if that’s the 
outcome.”

The gathered group included rep-
resentatives of AARP, AFL-CIO, 
Grand Forks Education Association 
and the Grand Forks Housing Au-
thority, among others. Heitkamp 
led the discussion at fi rst, outlining 
a number of interests in the coming 
reform process.

Heitkamp: Tax talks 
will be bipartisan

ERICA WERNER AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Sen. John Mc-
Cain declared his opposition Friday 
to the GOP’s last-ditch e� ort to re-
peal and replace “Obamacare,” deal-
ing a likely death blow to the legis-
lation and, perhaps, to the Republi-
can Party’s years of vows to kill the 
program. It was the second time in 
three months the 81-year-old Mc-
Cain emerged as the destroyer of his 
party’s signature promise to voters.

“I believe we could do better 
working together, Republicans and 
Democrats, and have not yet re-
ally tried,” McCain said of the bill, 
co-written by Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, his best friend in the 
Senate, and Bill Cassidy of Louisi-
ana. “Nor could I support it without 
knowing how much it will cost, how 
it will a� ect insurance premiums, 
and how many people will be helped 
or hurt by it.”

McCain, who is battling brain 
cancer in the twilight of a remark-
able career, said he could not “in 
good conscience” vote for the leg-
islation. That all but ensured a ma-

jor setback for Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, and appeared 
likely to deepen rifts 
between congressio-
nal Republicans and 
a president who has 
begun making deals 

with Democrats out of frustration 
with his own party’s failure to turn 
proposals into laws.

During the election campaign 
Trump had pledged to quickly kill 
President Barack Obama’s health 
care program — “It will be easy,” he 

contended — and he has publicly 
chided McConnell for not winning 
passage before now.

With the Arizona senator’s de-
fection, there are now two declared 
GOP “no” votes on the repeal legis-
lation, the other being Rand Paul of 
Kentucky. With Democrats unani-
mously opposed, that’s the exact 
number McConnell can a� ord to 
lose. But Maine GOP Sen. Susan 
Collins said Friday she, too, is lean-
ing against the bill, and Lisa Mur-
kowski of Alaska was also a possible 
“no,” making it highly unlikely that 
McConnell can prevail.

So once again, the GOP seems 

destined to fail on a campaign prom-
ise that every Republican agreed on 
— right up until the party obtained 
full control of Congress and the 
White House this year and was ac-
tually in position to follow through.

There was no immediate reaction 
from Trump. But Vice President 
Mike Pence said the fi ght wasn’t 
over.

“This is not going to be easy. 
Some have gone so far as to an-
nounce their opposition already,” 
he said. “President Trump and I 
are undeterred.”

McCain opposes repeal e�ort
GOP’s Obamacare repeal, 
replace all but dead

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 The release of a 15-month-old 
survey criticizing Mark Hagerott’s 
leadership was politically moti-
vated, the North Dakota University 
System chancellor said Friday. 

Sitting in his office on the 10th 
floor of the state Capitol, Hag-

erott said he has 
made changes in 
response to the staff 
survey, which was 
detailed in news 
reports Thursday 
and described him 
as having a “mili-
taristic” leadership 
style and favoring 

men over women. He denied the 
latter charge.

Hagerott also said he was pres-
sured to “do something” to Ed 
Schafer, the former governor and 
interim University of North Dakota 
president who endorsed Doug Bur-
gum in last year’s Republican pri-
mary race for governor.

Finally, Hagerott defended re-
cent staffing changes that have 
caught media attention over the 
past week. He said the firing of 
Vice Chancellor Lisa Feldner was 

not connected to the recent hire 
of Phil Wisecup, an interim vice 
chancellor who, like Hagerott, has 
a Navy background.

Hagerott had previously de-
clined to discuss the survey and 
Feldner decision with Forum 
News Service until Friday, when a 
reporter was invited to his office 
for an interview. The chairman 
of the State Board of Higher Ed-
ucation said Thursday that board 
leadership was “very supportive” 
of Hagerott.

“I don’t think the people in the 
state of North Dakota want a polit-
icized NDUS staff or a chancellor,” 
Hagerott said. “We have both the 
public trust of money and a sacred 
trust with our kids.”

‘Politicization’ 
The June 2016 staff survey re-

port, a public document obtained 
by Forum News Service and writ-
ten by university system compli-
ance officer Karol Riedman, de-
tailed Hagerott’s response to an 
open records request stemming 
from Schafer’s endorsement of 
Burgum.

Hagerott responds
to release of critical
NDUS sta� survey 
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