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JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

North Dakota lawmakers are 
considering crafting new term 
limits for themselves and setting 
the same for all executive branch 
o�  cials in a proposal that would 
override restrictions voters ap-
proved last fall.

The House Industry, Busi-
ness and Labor Committee on 
Wednesday heard House Con-
current Resolution 3019 by 
Rep. Jim Kasper, R-Fargo. The 
measure would have to pass the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate and be approved by 

voters next year 
to take e� ect.

L a w m a k e r s 
during the hear-
ing extensively 
questioned the 
2022 term lim-
its committee 
chairman over 
the measure’s 

provisions, and its campaign 
funding, spending and relation-
ship to the national group, U.S. 
Term Limits, which seeks term 
limits on Congress. Lawmak-
ers also asked about what they 
called misrepresentation of the 
measure to voters, as to whom 
the term limits would apply.

Lawmakers consider 
new term limits
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State Rep. Ben Koppelman, R-West Fargo, front, and Rep. Jim Kasper, R-Fargo, back, listen to testimony on House Concurrent Resolution 3019 
dealing with term limits during a House committee hearing on Wednesday at the Capitol.
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WASHINGTON — Active-ser-
vice members and veterans 
provided fi rsthand testimony 
Wednesday about the chaotic 
U.S. withdrawal from Afghan-

istan, describing in harrowing 
detail the carnage and death they 
witnessed on the ground while 
imploring Congress to help the 
allies left behind.

Former Marine Sgt. Tyler Var-
gas-Andrews testifi ed to Congress 
about the stench of human fl esh 
under a large plume of smoke as 
the screams of children, women 
and men fi lled the space around 
Kabul’s airport after two suicide 
bombers attacked.

“I see the faces of all of those we 

could not save, those we left be-
hind,” said Vargas-Andrews, who 
wore a prosthetic arm and scars 
of his own grave wounds from the 
bombing. “The withdrawal was a 
catastrophe in my opinion. And 
there was an inexcusable lack of 
accountability.” 

The fi rst of what is expected 
to be a series of Republican-led 
hearings examining the Biden 
administration’s handling of the 
withdrawal displayed the open 
wounds from the end of America’s 

longest war in August 2021, with 
witnesses recalling how they saw 
mothers carrying dead babies and 
the Taliban shooting and beating 
people.

Taliban forces seized the Af-
ghan capital, Kabul, far more 
rapidly than U.S. intelligence had 
foreseen. Kabul’s fall turned the 
withdrawal into a rout, with Ka-
bul’s airport the center of a des-
perate air evacuation guarded by 
U.S. forces deployed for the task.

The majority of witnesses 

argued to Congress that the fall 
of Kabul was an American fail-
ure with blame touching every 
presidential administration from 
George W. Bush to Joe Biden. Tes-
timony focused not on the deci-
sion to withdraw, but on what 
witnesses depicted as a desperate 
attempt to rescue American citi-
zens and Afghan allies with little 
U.S. planning and inadequate U.S. 
support.

Service members and veterans testify on Afghan collapse
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Associated Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The U.S. 
Justice Department found Louis-
ville police have engaged in a pat-
tern of violating constitutional 
rights and discrimination against 
the Black community following 
an investigation prompted by the 
fatal police shooting of Breonna 
Taylor.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland announced the fi ndings 
Wednesday, the same day the 
Justice Department announced 
it will review the Memphis Police 
Department policies on the use 
of force, de-escalation strategies 
and specialized units in response 
to the police beating death of 
Tyre Nichols. The 29-year-old 
motorist died Jan. 10, three days 
after his violent arrest.

The Memphis review was re-
quested by the city’s mayor and 
police chief, the Justice Depart-
ment said; the agency already 
opened a civil rights probe of 
Nichols’ death.

Meanwhile, a judge ordered 
that the release of video and 
other information in the Nichols 
case, initially set for Wednesday, 
must be delayed so lawyers can 
review it. 

The Justice Department also 
said it will examine the use of 
specialized units around the 
country and produce a guide for 
police chiefs and mayors on their 
use.

The Justice Department found 
that the Louisville/Je� erson 
County Metro Government and 
Louisville Metro Police Depart-
ment “engage in a pattern or 
practice of conduct that deprives 
people of their rights under the 
Constitution and federal law.”

The report said the Louisville 
police department “discrim-
inates against Black people in 
its enforcement activities,” uses 

Feds issue 
report on 
Louisville 
police

Committee questions 
measure chairman

Term limits supporter Jared Hendrix, of Fargo, testifi es in opposition to 
House Concurrent Resolution 3019 on Wednesday during a hearing of 
the House Industry, Business and Labor committee.

DOJ finds pattern 
of discrimination

Hearing highlights 
chaotic withdrawal 
of US troops
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