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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Spirit Lake Nation Chairwoman 
Myra Pearson recalled Wednesday 
the time she and her grandson tried 
to meet with someone at the North 
Dakota Capitol, unaware that a Da-
kota Access Pipeline protest was 
taking place outside.

Pearson was met by law enforce-
ment and asked to leave, an inci-
dent that prompted her to think she 
would never go back.

But on Wednesday, Pearson and 
other tribal leaders who partici-
pated in a two-day conference in 
Bismarck said relationships with 
the state have improved signifi-
cantly in the past year.

“I know the door is open for me 
again,” Pearson said during a panel 
of tribal leaders.

The event organized by the North 
Dakota Indian Affairs Commission 
had more than 300 people regis-
tered, including tribal, state and 
federal officials, with the room 
packed throughout both days.

Jamie Azure, chairman of the 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chip-

pewa, called the event a “healing 
ceremony” and said the face-to-
face interactions will promote 
partnerships between govern-

ments.
“This is truly the first step,” 

Azure said.
Mark Fox, chairman of the Man-

dan, Arikara and Hidatsa Nation, 
said tribal leaders had long strug-
gled to build a bridge between 
tribes and the state.

Fox and other tribal leaders 
commended Gov. Doug Burgum 
for making tribal engagement a 
priority and encouraging commu-
nication and understanding.

“You have to understand where 
you come from or what has hap-
pened so you can change where you 
want to go,” Fox said.

Monica Mayer, councilwoman 
for the Mandan, Hidatsa and Ari-
kara Nation, highlighted some of 
the challenges facing Indian Coun-
try, including statistics showing 
one in three Native American 
women will be sexually assaulted.

“That’s just the data that’s re-
ported. Most of the data is not re-
ported, so I suspect that’s at least 
one in two,” Mayer said.

Mayer, a physician, also dis-
cussed the impact of opioid ad-
diction and increase in human 
trafficking cases at Fort Berthold.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Petitioners aiming to repeal 
North Dakota’s blue law say they 
are changing tactics.

“I want to be crystal clear. This 
is far from over,” organizer Brandon 
Medenwald said in an email.

North Dakota Open on Sundays 
will shift from collecting signa-
tures for an initiated measure to 
pushing for reintroduction of a 
bill during the 2019 legislative ses-
sion to repeal laws banning certain 
businesses from opening before 
noon on Sundays.

“While we gathered an estimated 
5,000 signatures, the volunteer ef-
fort required to gather 15,000 more 
in the next five months would be a 
big lift,” Medenwald said.

Leaders applaud tribal,  
state relationship progress
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Myra Pearson, right, chairwoman of the Spirit Lake Sioux Nation, gives her closing remarks at the Strengthening Government to Government Relationships 
and Partnerships conference Wednesday afternoon in Bismarck. Seated, from left, are Mike Faith, chairman of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Mark Fox, 
chairman of the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation, and Jamie Azure, chairman of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa. All four tribal leaders closed the 
two-day conference with remarks. 

Blue law  
petitioners  
move focus  
to legislation

ALAN FRAM AND HEIDI BROWN
Associated Press 

 CROZET, Va. — A train carrying 
dozens of Republican members 
of Congress to a strategy retreat 
in the countryside slammed into 
a garbage truck in rural Virginia 
on Wednesday, killing one person 
in the vehicle and sending several 
lawmaker-doctors rushing to help 

the injured.
No serious injuries were reported 

aboard the chartered Amtrak train, 
which set out from the nation’s 
capital with lawmakers, family 
members and staff for the luxury 
Greenbrier resort in White Sulphur 
Springs, W.Va. At least two other 
people in the truck were reported 
seriously hurt.

The collision happened about 
11:20 a.m. in Crozet, about 125 
miles southwest of Washington, 
tearing the truck in two, crum-
pling the nose of the locomotive 
and scattering trash alongside the 

tracks.
Rep. Kevin Cramer didn’t think 

much of the “hard jolt” he felt – 
until the train he was on stopped, 
revealing a “severed” garbage truck 
outside with a person laying by the 
wreckage.

North Dakota’s lone member of 
the House was among several Re-
publican lawmakers who, along 
with family members and aides, left 
Washington Wednesday morning 
bound for the annual party con-
ference.

Cramer said he was doing a live 
radio interview with North Dako-

ta’s Scott Hennen at the time of the 
crash.

“From our point, it felt like they 
just hit the brakes real hard and 
then let up on them because it was 
just sort of a jolt,” he said. “It didn’t 
shake us out of our seats or any-
thing like that.”

Cramer said he and his wife, Kris, 
were in the last car, which meant 
they were near the closest exit to 
the damaged truck once the train 
stopped. He said several Republican 
lawmakers who are doctors, includ-
ing Sen. Bill Cassidy and Rep. Brad 
Wenstrup, tried to jump into action 

to help the injured.
Cramer said the train was back 

on the move by early Wednesday 
afternoon toward Charlottesville, 
Va., where lawmakers planned to 
be bused to the retreat.

Authorities gave no details on 
the cause of the wreck, which 
took place at a crossing protected 
by gates, flashing lights, bells and 
warning signs. The National Trans-
portation Safety Board sent a team 
to investigate.

Benny Layne, on whose property 

GOP train strikes trash truck

CHAD DAY, JONATHAN LEMIRE  
AND ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — In a remark-
ably public clash of wills with the 
White House, the FBI declared 
Wednesday it has “grave concerns” 
about the accuracy of a classified 
memo on the Russia election in-
vestigation that President Donald 
Trump wants released.

The FBI’s short and sharp state-
ment, its first on the issue, laid 
bare a Trump administration con-
flict that had previously played 
out mostly behind closed doors 
in meetings between top Justice 
Department and White House of-
ficials.

“As expressed during our initial 
review, we have grave concerns 
about material omissions of fact 
that fundamentally impact the me-
mo’s accuracy,” the FBI said.

The agency’s stance on the 
memo, conveyed in a two-para-
graph statement, escalates the dis-
pute and means that Trump would 
be openly defying his hand-picked 
FBI director by continuing to push 
for the memo’s disclosure. It also 

FBI declares  
‘grave concerns’ 
on Russia memo

Rep. Cramer uninjured 
after Amtrak bound for 
strategy retreat crashes

Monica Mayer, a physician and tribal council member of the Three Affiliated 
Tribes in New Town, gives a presentation on missing and endangered 
indigenous women Wednesday afternoon at the Strengthening Government 
to Government Relationships and Partnerships conference in Bismarck.
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