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DAVE OLSON
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – In February, a fi re at a 
home in Carrington took the lives 
of three children.

To much of the world, it was a 
sad news story.

For Dawn and Brandon Tufte, it 
was much more.

“They were our world,” Dawn 
Tufte said, referring to the cou-
ple’s three children: Spencer, 7, 
Melody, 8, and Alex, 11, who died 
in the fi re.

Tufte said unless someone expe-
riences such a loss themselves, it 
may not be possible to understand 
what the fi re took from them.

“We lost the most important 
thing that was dear to us,” she said.

People have reached out to help 
the family, and some of the com-
passion has come from far away. 
Dawn Tufte said a quilt made for 
the couple by the Thompson com-
munity was pieced together with 
quilt squares from as far away as 
Germany and Hawaii.

NASSER KARIMI AND JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 

 TEHRAN, Iran — Protests across 
Iran saw their most violent night 
as “armed protesters” tried to 
overrun military bases and police 
stations before security forces re-
pelled them, killing 10 people, Ira-
nian state television said Monday.

Later in the day, Iran’s semi-of-
fi cial Mehr news agency said an as-
sailant using a hunting rifl e killed 
a policeman and wounded three 
other o�  cers during a demon-
stration in the central city of Na-
jafabad, about 200 miles south of 
Tehran.

It was the fi rst report of a police 
o�  cer dying during fi ve days of 
unrest and raised the death toll to 
at least 13.

The demonstrations, the larg-
est to strike Iran since its disputed 
2009 presidential election, began 
Thursday in Mashhad over eco-
nomic issues and have expanded to 
several cities, with some protesters 
chanting against the government 
and the supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. Hundreds of people 
have been arrested.

Iranian state television aired 
footage of a ransacked private 
bank, broken windows, overturned 
cars and a fi retruck that appeared 
to have been set ablaze. It said 
10 people were killed by secu-
rity forces during clashes Sunday 
night.

“Some armed protesters tried to 
take over some police stations and 
military bases but faced serious 
resistance from security forces,” 
state TV said.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 BEULAH — North Dakota’s fi rst 
urea plant is expected to start 
making the solid-form fertilizer 
early this month, transforming 
operations at the Great Plains 
Synfuels and acting as a boon to 
regional farmers.

The $740 million plant, located 
near Beulah, was built to produce 
synthetic natural gas from lignite 
coal. But with the addition of the 
urea plant, the facility will mostly 
produce fertilizer.

Like the farmers the plant will 
serve, plant manager Dale Johnson 
said Dakota Gasifi cation Com-
pany, an arm of Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative which runs 
the plant, is a commodity busi-
ness. Farmers adjust which crops 
they plant to the market and he 
said DGC has done the same thing, 
shifted to commodities where 
yield and margins are best. That 
diversifi cation will also shelter the 
plant more from price volatility.

Urea will be the 13th product 
produced at the synfuels plant. 
The plant already produces the 
fertilizer ammonium sulfate and 
anhydrous ammonia. Urea brings 
fertilizer to about 51 percent of the 
plan’t gross revenue producer.

The project has been three 
years in the making, employing 
more than 1,000 contractors at 
the peak of construction. Just 
over 200 contractors were on site 
in mid-December doing fi nishing 
work.

Johnson said workers have been 
commissioning various parts of 
the plant — pumps, motors, com-
pressors — running each piece 

independently doing pressure 
checks and ensuring integrity. 
He said they have also completed 
a “water run,” making sure there 
are no leaks in the system.

The plant will be ramped up 
to full production pretty quickly, 
said Johnson, adding the plant will 
process 1,100 tons of urea pellets 
daily.

The system also will produce 
byproducts that can be sold — die-
sel exhaust fl uid, a vehicle additive 
for emission control and liquid 
carbon dioxide, used by the oil in-
dustry for enhanced oil recovery 
and a number of other purposes.

Half of the anhydrous produced 
by the plant will be turned into 
urea.

“It’s a good fi t for our member-
ship,” Johnson said.

The cooperative is fi nalizing its 
marketing plans but its product 

will likely be used on farms within 
a 250- to 300-mile radius, includ-
ing Minnesota, South Dakota and 
Montana, a state where use of urea 
is especially common.

The cost of urea, a nitro-
gen-based fertilizer, has largely 
been driven by transportation.

“That’s why we’re in nice niche,” 
Johnson said.

Dave Franzen, a North Dakota 
State University Extension soil 
specialist, said in 2014 that the 
use of urea has been on the rise 
in North Dakota. About 450,000 
tons of it was used by farmers in 
the state each year and DGC then 
estimated 2.4 million tons are im-
ported into the region each year.

With DGC starting production, 
area farmers will be able to save 
money by buying locally rather 
than having to import from plants 
in Canada and Iowa, Johnson said.

The new product line has a 
number of other benefi ts for the 
synfuels plant.

It’s easier to store than anhy-
drous ammonia and can be pro-
duced year round. Previously, the 
plant was peaking in spring and 
fall for anhydrous production.

“It’s hard to run a plant like 
that,” Johnson said.

The plant plans to have its stor-
age facility full in time for spring 
planting, which takes two months 
of operations.

The urea storage building is 
700 feet long, 210 feet wide and 
90 feet tall. It’s capacity is 53,000 
tons. The building will be climate 
controlled for humidity so the bb-
like pellets don’t stick together, 
said Johnson, adding the plan 
is to move product in and out to 
keep it fresh. The shape of each 
pellet needs to stay uniform so it 
fi ts through hoses on farmers’ air 
seeders, so there is special han-
dling equipment in the building 
that will gently draw the pellets 
to a conveyor belt to be carried 
out of the storage facility into the 
loading facility for truck or rail 
transport.

The synfuels plant employs 740 
people, with the urea plant adding 
40 new positions.

AJ Biel, of Bismarck, will work in 
the control room. He sat in front of 
a dozen screens in mid-December 
watching the measurements com-
ing across as tests were being run. 
When the plant is operational, he 
will keep an eye on the monitors 
for deviations in temperature or 
plug-ups in the equipment.
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Dale Johnson, right, talks about how AJ Biel, seated, monitors the urea production at the Dakota Gasifi cation Company plant near Beulah.
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 The interior of the Dakota Gasifi cation Company’s urea storage building is 
massive and has a storage capacity of about 53 tons.
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