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 JERUSALEM — Israeli police 
on Tuesday recommended that 
Benjamin Netanyahu be indicted 
on bribery and breach of trust 
charges in a pair of corruption 
cases, dealing an embarrassing 
blow to the embattled prime min-
ister that is likely to fuel calls for 
him to step down.

Netanyahu angrily rejected the 
accusations, which included ac-
cepting nearly $300,000 in gifts 
from a pair of billionaires. He ac-
cused police of being on a witch 
hunt and vowed to remain in office 
and even seek re-election.

“I will continue to lead the state 
of Israel responsibly and loyally as 
long as you, the citizens of Israel, 

choose me to lead you,” an ash-
en-faced Netanyahu said in a tele-
vised address. “I am sure that the 
truth will come to light. And I am 
sure that also in the next election 
that will take place on time I will 
win your trust again, with God’s 
help.”

The recommendations marked 
a dramatic ending to a more than 
yearlong investigation into alle-
gations that Netanyahu accepted 
gifts from Hollywood mogul Ar-
non Milchan and Australian bil-
lionaire James Packer, and suspi-
cions that he offered to give pref-
erential treatment to a newspaper 
publisher in exchange for favor-
able coverage.

The recommendations now 
go to Attorney General Avihai 
Mendelblit, who will review the 
material before deciding whether 
to file charges. Netanyahu can 
remain in office during that pro-
cess, which is expected to drag on 
for months.

But with a cloud hanging over 
his head, he could soon find him-
self facing calls to step aside.

In the immediate aftermath of 
the police announcement, reac-
tions quickly fell along partisan 
lines.

Former Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak, a bitter rival of Netanyahu, 
called on him to suspend himself 
and for the coalition to appoint 
a replacement on Wednesday 
morning.

But key members of Netanya-
hu’s Likud Party rallied behind 
him. Cabinet Minister Miri Re-
gev said she was “not excited” by 
the police recommendations and 
urged patience while the attorney 
general reviews the case.

In a statement, police said their 
investigation found sufficient ev-
idence to indict Netanyahu in the 
first case, known as File 1000, for 
accepting bribes, fraud and breach 
of trust.

It said Netanyahu had accepted 

gifts valued at $214,000 from Mil-
chan, and $71,000 from Packer. 
The gifts from Milchan report-
edly included expensive cigars and 
champagne.

Police said that in return, Net-
anyahu had operated on Milchan’s 
behalf on U.S. visa matters, leg-
islated a tax break and connected 
him with an Indian businessman. 
It said he also helped Milchan, an 
Israeli producer whose credits in-
clude “Pretty Woman,” ‘’12 Years 
a Slave” and “JFK,” in the Israeli 
media market.

In the second case, known as 
“File 2000,” Netanyahu report-
edly was recorded asking Arnon 
Mozes, the publisher of the Yediot 
Ahronot daily, for positive cover-
age in exchange for promoting 
legislation that would weaken a 
free newspaper that had cut into 
Yediot’s business.

Police said there was sufficient 
evidence to charge both Milchan 
and Mozes with bribery.

Police: Indict Netanyahu
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 S. Africa president 
disowned by party

JOHANNESBURG — South Africa’s 
ruling party on Tuesday disowned Pres-
ident Jacob Zuma after sticking with him 
through years of scandals, ordering him to 
resign in an attempt to resolve a leadership 
crisis that has disrupted the government 
in one of Africa’s biggest economies.

The announcement by the African Na-
tional Congress did not immediately end 
the protracted turmoil in a party that was 
the main movement against white mi-
nority rule and has led South Africa since 
apartheid ended in 1994. 

If the politically isolated president de-
fies the party’s order, the matter could go 
to parliament for a motion of no confi-
dence that would further embarrass the 
party once led by Nelson Mandela.

Human error may  
be culprit in crash

MOSCOW — Human error may be to 
blame for the Russian plane crash that 
killed 71 people, Russian investigators 
said Tuesday, noting that the plane’s pi-
lots failed to turn on the heating unit for its 
measuring equipment, resulting in flawed 
speed data.

After studying the An-148’s flight data 
recorder, the Interstate Aviation Commit-
tee said that Sunday’s crash near Moscow 
occurred after the pilots saw conflicting 
data on the plane’s two air speed indica-
tors.

The flawed readings came because the 
pilots failed to turn on the heating unit for 
the plane’s pressure measurement equip-
ment prior to takeoff, the committee said.

BRIEFLY
BLACK HISTORY MONTH: President Donald 
Trump is marking Black History Month by 
pledging to make real the vision of “every 
American patriot” who fought and sacri-
ficed for freedom. Trump celebrated the 
annual observance at a White House re-
ception Tuesday and said this year’s theme 
is “African-Americans in times of war.”

PENNSYLVANIA: Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf will not submit a new Republi-
can-drawn map of Pennsylvania’s con-
gressional districts to the state’s high 
court, saying Tuesday that it uses the 
same unconstitutionally partisan tactics 
as the 6-year-old boundaries struck down 
in a gerrymandering case. Wolf’s move 
came six days before the deadline set by 
the Democratic-majority state Supreme 
Court to impose new boundaries for Penn-
sylvania’s 18 congressional districts.

MOUNT HOOD: Rescuers reached more 
than a half-dozen climbers stranded by 
tumbling rocks and falling ice on Ore-
gon’s tallest peak before heavy snow was 
expected to make conditions even more 
treacherous. One climber fell to his death 
earlier Tuesday. At least seven climbers 
were stranded high on the peak and one 
was hurt, said Sgt. Brian Jensen, a Clack-
amas County sheriff’s office spokesman.

ISLAMIC STATE: The Trump administra-
tion’s appeal for unity fell on a critical 
deaf ear Tuesday as the latest expression 
of U.S. support for Kurdish rebels in Syria 
enraged America’s NATO ally, Turkey, 
and overshadowed Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s plea for nations fighting the 
Islamic State to overcome rivalries and 
concentrate on eradicating the extremist 
group.

TRADE: Weighing trade sanctions, Pres-
ident Donald Trump said Tuesday he’s 
“considering all options” to address an 
influx of cheap aluminum and steel im-
ports into the United States.

INFRASTRUCTURE: President Donald 
Trump is donating his fourth-quarter 
salary in 2017 to the Transportation De-
partment to help address the nation’s in-
frastructure, the White House announced 
Tuesday.

PROTESTER TRIAL: Palestinian protester 
Ahed Tamimi went on trial behind closed 
doors in an Israeli military court Tuesday 
for slapping and punching two Israeli sol-
diers — the opening of a high-profile case 
against the teen who is seen by some as a 
heroine and by others as a troublemaker 
or even a terrorist. 

— Associated Press
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 WASHINGTON — A high-stakes 
Senate debate over immigration got 
off to a halting start Tuesday, with 
Republican and Democratic leaders 
immediately at loggerheads over 

how to move forward and President 
Donald Trump warning this was the 
“last chance” to extend protections 
to “Dreamer” immigrants.

Trump issued the warning in 
a morning tweet as the Senate 
opened what was billed as an un-

usual and open-ended debate on a 
host of immigration issues. Dem-
ocrats had pushed for the debate, 
hopeful they might be able to craft 
a piece of legislation in real time on 
the Senate floor — or at least force 
Republicans on the record on some 

difficult issues.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell, R-Ky., began the pro-
cess by throwing his weight behind 
legislation based on the president’s 
priorities.

To kick off the debate, McConnell 

proposed allowing Republicans to 
bring up an amendment targeting 
cities that don’t fully cooperate with 
federal immigration authorities, 
so-called “sanctuary cities.” Then, 
Democrats would bring up legisla-
tion of their choosing. 

President prods Congress amid debate over ‘Dreamers’
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 WASHINGTON — It’s a sce-
nario many feared in the fog of 
Syria’s multi-front war: a con-
frontation in which U.S. forces, 
responding to a provocation, kill 
Russian soldiers or mercenaries 
on a crowded battlefield.

Russian news reports Tuesday 
described just such a scenario, 
with an unknown number of Rus-
sian military contractors killed 
in a ferocious U.S. counterattack 
last week. But Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis and other U.S. officials 
said they had no such informa-
tion on casualties, and the Krem-
lin did not confirm any Russian 
deaths. U.S. officials also said the 

Russian government had lodged 
no complaint about its citizens 
being killed.

What is not disputed is the 
fast-changing, often confusing 
nature of a battlefield in which 
forces of multiple countries are 
bumping up against one another, 
raising the prospect of violent 
collisions. Whether by accident 
or intention, such clashes risk 
plunging Washington and Mos-
cow into a situation they studi-
ously avoided even during some 
of the darkest hours of their re-
lationship: their forces directly 
warring with each other.

Russian forces are supporting 
the Syrian government in its war 
with opposition groups, some of 
which are backed by the United 
States. Elements of both sides are 
fighting the last remnants of the 
Islamic State group in Syria. And 
U.S. and Russian military officials 
maintain daily contact to avoid 
battlefield mishaps.

Beyond doubt is the ferocious 
scale of the U.S. attack on Feb. 7, 
in response to what the Pentagon 
called a barrage of artillery and 
tank fire from several hundred 
“pro-regime” fighters in Deir el-
Zour province, an area in eastern 
Syria where the last IS fighters 
have converged among oil fields. 
Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Harrigian, com-
mander of U.S. air forces in the 
Middle East, said a broad range 
of U.S. air power was unleashed.

For more than three hours, 
American F-15E attack planes, 
B-52 strategic bombers, AC-130 
gunships, Apache attack helicop-
ters and Reaper drones fired on 
the attacking ground force, which 
Harrigian said was advancing un-
der covering fire from artillery, 
mortars, rockets and tank rounds.

In a second episode, the U.S. 
struck a Russian-made T-72 bat-
tle tank on Saturday after it “took 
a shot at us” in the same general 
area, Harrigian said.

Russia death reports 
reveal war’s dangers
Military contractors 
reportedly killed in US 
counterattack in Syria
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THRONG IN NEW ORLEANS CELEBRATES FAT TUESDAY
Tens of thousands of revelers thronged Mardi Gras festivities, many yelling “throw me something, mister!” 
in the universal call to float riders who tossed them coveted beads and trinkets on Tuesday’s raucous finale 
to Carnival season in new Orleans. The 300th anniversary of this Louisiana port city featured prominently in 
Fat Tuesday’s festivities as costumed tourists and locals alike packed parade routes under mostly blue skies 
and balmy temperatures. Merrymakers also jammed French Quarter bars and narrow streets to party with 
abandon. above, people dressed as flamingos make their way through the crowd at the start of the society de 
sainte anne parade Tuesday in new Orleans.

DEB RIECHMANN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Three of the 
nation’s top intelligence officials 
confirmed Tuesday they have seen 
evidence of Russian meddling in 
the upcoming midterm elections — 
part of what they say is Moscow’s 
escalating cyber assault on Amer-
ican and European democracies.

“We have seen Russian activity 
and intentions to have an impact 
on the next election cycle,” CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo told the 
Senate intelligence committee.

National Intelligence Director 
Dan Coats and Adm. Mike Rogers, 
the head of the National Security 
Agency, agreed Russia’s interfer-
ence is ongoing. “This is not going 
to change or stop,” Rogers said.

They didn’t describe the activ-
ity, other than to say it was related 
to information warfare.

“This is pervasive,” Coats said. 
“The Russians have a strategy that 
goes well beyond what is happen-
ing in the United States. While they 
have historically tried to do these 
types of things, clearly in 2016 they 
upped their game. They took ad-
vantage, a sophisticated advantage 
of social media. They are doing 
that not only in the United States 
but doing it throughout Europe 
and perhaps elsewhere.”

U.S. intelligence concluded 
Moscow interfered in the 2016 
presidential election, which has 
led to the current FBI investiga-
tion into possible Trump cam-
paign connections. Russia denies 
the allegations and President 
Donald Trump has called the FBI 
probe a witch hunt.

The three testified in Congress 
on the same day the intelligence 
community released its annual 
report on global threats. The re-
port predicted Russian intelli-
gence agencies will disseminate 
more false information over Rus-
sian state-controlled media and 
through fake online personas to 
spread anti-American views and 
exacerbate social and political di-
vides in the United States.

Officials see 
evidence of 
meddling in 
’18 elections
Intel chiefs: Russians 
once again engaging in 
information warfare 

Prime minister angrily 
rejects accusations of 
bribery, breach of trust


