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FiveSouth on track to break ground
Bismarck project
hailed as a ‘game
changer’ by many
JESSICA HOLDMAN

Bismarck Tribune

FiveSouth developers say the

downtown mixed-use project,
hailed by many as a “game changer”
for Bismarck, is on schedule to break
ground this building season.
“This turns us from a nice small
city to a major metropolitan player,”
developer Don Cardon said when
the project was announced in 2015.
The project was billed as a way
to attract and keep young professionals in the area and add to the
revitalization already taking place
downtown.
“As we continue to compete
for growth, workforce and an improved quality of life for Bismarck
and Mandan, FiveSouth represents
a significant step in that direction,”
said Scott Meske, president of the
Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of
Commerce. “Attracting and retaining professional and skilled young
people is key to our continued vitality. There are other factors that
determine a region’s economy, but
a vibrant, exciting downtown region
is paramount to long-term sustainability.”
Bruce Whittey, of Bismarck Futures, the development partner
for FiveSouth, said the project was
inspired by parts of the downtown
subarea study conducted by the
city, including a Fifth Street Corridor concept and housing, a big need
for downtown Bismarck.
“For a myriad of reasons, creating
downtown housing or finding properties for adaptive reuse for housing
can be somewhat challenging,” said
Kate Herzog of the Downtowners.
“FiveSouth’s proposed market-rate
residential component could really
add needed residents to the core of
the city.”
When the project was announced,
Bismarck Mayor Mike Seminary
said downtown housing and the
mixed-use concept of FiveSouth is
nothing new in terms of need in the
marketplace and is “what the future
of Bismarck should look like.”
“There isn’t a better time in the
history of Bismarck for this type of
effort,” he said. “If they do it well, I
believe it will be a fabulous success.”
Herzog said FiveSouth’s hotel
component and Fifth Street corridor could also fill the gap between
Kirkwood Mall and the downtown,
“creating an exciting larger district
that few cities could compete with
Bismarck on. Making conference,
event and convention attraction
more competitive and desirable.”
Reach Jessica Holdman at 701-2508261 or jessica.holdman@bismarcktribune.com
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Bismarck welcomes the rising sun as traffic descends upon downtown to begin the day.

Taxi service evolves
in Bismarck-Mandan
JESSICA HOLDMAN

Bismarck Tribune

Ride-sharing is changing Bis
marck-Mandan’s taxi game.
Even before the mobile application-based ride-sharing giants,
Uber and Lyft, appeared on the
scene last month, new and legacy
cab companies began evolving in
how they provide services to meet
changes in customer demands.
Taxi 9000, the community’s longest-running taxi service, has 12 to
15 cabs out on the road at peak times
— Friday and Saturday nights at bar

M
1

close. But there are challenges in
scheduling drivers for an entire
night when they will only be busy
from midnight to 1 a.m.
“It’s hard to get people to come to
work for a two-hour busy period,”
said Taxi 9000 owner Gary Schumacher.
And because there are only so
many cabs on the road, wait times
during that peak period can creep to
around an hour. Schumacher says he
does believe there are issues with

Michael “Dakota”
Skurupey, a coowner and operator
of Central States
Dispatch, waits for
a taxi fare at the
Bismarck Municipal
Airport earlier this
month. Skurupey
has been with the
Dickinson-based
company for five
years. He cited the
recent reduction
of DUI rates in
Dickinson. “I’m into
the pride of what
(the increase of taxi
service companies
in Bismarck) does
for the community.”
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Sen. Hoeven, R-N.D., writes
about focusing on the
fundamentals to help grow
our economy.

Sen. Heitkamp, D-N.D.,
writes about fighting for
a strong, safer future in
North Dakota.

Rep. Cramer, R-N.D.,
writes about a new era of
empowerment being good
for North Dakota.

