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ROBERT BURNS
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 WASHINGTON — Russia’s claim 
to have developed new strategic 
weapons impervious to Western 
defenses seems unlikely to change 
the balance of global power.

Russian nuclear missiles already 
have the ability to annihilate the 
U.S., and U.S. defense strategy 
is based mainly on the deterrent 

threat of massive 
nuclear retalia-
tion, not on an im-
penetrable shield 
against Russian 
missiles.

Some analysts 
said President 
Vladimir Putin’s 
statements about 

the new weapons may speed up 
what they see as an emerging 

arms race with the United States. 
Just last month the United States 
cast Russia as the main reason it 
needs to develop two new nuclear 
weapons: a lower-yield warhead 
for a submarine-launched ballistic 
missile and a sea-launched nuclear 
cruise missile.

The Trump administration has 
vowed to expand U.S. nuclear 
strength, while criticizing Rus-
sia’s buildup. Putin’s remarks seem 
unlikely to change that equation or 
divert the Trump administration 
from its path toward moderniz-
ing the full U.S. nuclear arsenal 
at a cost of hundreds of billions of 
dollars while also expanding mis-
sile defenses.

Putin, in a state-of-the-na-
tion speech Thursday in Moscow 
just days before he is expected to 
win another six-year presidential 
term, said his new weapons in-
clude a nuclear-powered cruise 
missile, a nuclear-powered un-
derwater drone that could be 
armed with a nuclear warhead, 
and a hypersonic missile that has 

no equivalent in the world.
Putin said Thursday that Russia 

has these new strategic weapons 
and many more, declaring: “No 
one has listened to us. You listen 
to us now.”

The United States should now 
revise its Russia policy and engage 
in a serious dialogue on global se-
curity, Putin said.

“You will have to assess that new 
reality and become convinced that 
what I said today isn’t a blu� ,” he 
said. “It’s not a blu� , trust me.”

The Pentagon recently men-
tioned Russia’s work on two of the 
weapons Putin mentioned: the 
underwater drone with intercon-
tinental range and a hypersonic 
“glide vehicle,” which is a weapon 
that Washington and Beijing also 
are working on. The Pentagon has 
not publicly talked about the nu-
clear-powered cruise missile men-
tioned by Putin. It is reminiscent of 
U.S. work in the 1960s on a similar 
weapon, dubbed “The Big Stick,” 
but ultimately scrapped.

The White House dismissed Pu-

tin’s comments.
“President Putin has confi rmed 

what the United States govern-
ment has known all along, which 
Russia has denied: Russia has been 
developing destabilizing weapons 
systems for over a decade in direct 
violations of its treaty obligations,” 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
White House spokeswoman, said in 
response to Putin’s announcement.

State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert noted that Putin 
was speaking ahead of the March 
18 election.

“We think he was playing to the 
audience,” she said, adding that 
Putin’s boasts were irresponsible. 
She said it was “unfortunate” to 
watch a Russian video animation 
Putin showed during his address 
that she said depicted “a nuclear 
attack on the United States.” She 
called the animation “cheesy.”

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Precipitation, including snow 
and freezing rain, is likely to impact 
the state beginning late Saturday 
night, possibly lingering through 
Monday night.

Developing from a storm sys-
tem over the Rocky Mountains 
and emerging onto the Northern 
Plains, snow is likely to start Satur-
day night, according to meteorolo-
gist Janine Vining, of the Bismarck 
National Weather Service.

The snow is likely to develop 
mainly in southwest and central 
North Dakota, with a mix of pre-
cipitation in the east, ranging from 
the James River Valley to Red River 
Valley, according to Vining.

Russia touts new weaponry

Winter 
weather 
on the way

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota Highway Patrol 
troopers may soon be stationed at 
a school near you.

State Superintendent Kirsten 
Baesler recently announced a pro-
posal to station Highway Patrol 
o�  cers in school buildings where 
their presence would help make the 
school safer.

The idea spawned about a year 

and a half ago when Highway Patrol 
Col. Michael Gerhardt approached 
her with the suggestion.

“I thought it was an excellent 
idea,” said Baesler, adding that she 
and Gerhardt decided they would 
coordinate to make this happen. 
There is not a date in mind for when 
troopers will be placed in schools, 
and Baesler said they both plan to 
meet today to discuss details and 
how to put this plan in action “as 
soon as we possibly can.”

“I think it was important for us ... 
as state leaders to really talk about 
how can we impact, comprehen-
sively, the safety of all of our schools 
in the state,” she said.

Troopers cover wide areas in the 
state, which would determine at 
which school buildings they would 
work, according to Baesler.

Highway Patrol Lt. Michael Roark 
said the next step would be to iden-
tify geographical areas in the state 
where there’s a need for these ser-
vices and not duplicate e� orts of 
any other law enforcement agency 
already doing work in schools.

“It will be a collaborative e� ort 
with local law enforcement agen-
cies. Like there may already be a 
sheri� ’s o�  ce that’s somewhere in 
a school, maybe we can help out that 
sheri� ’s o�  ce, maybe we can assist 
them,” Roark said.

Baesler and Roark don’t see a cost 
associated with the measure and say 
it would increase security at school. 
Roark said schools would only need 
to provide o�  ce space, nothing per-
manent, possibly just a desk and a 
chair.

“This wouldn’t cost the citizens 
of North Dakota anything,” he said.

“This really is a no-cost way to 
provide some additional safeguards 
for our students,” Baesler said.

In the wake of the Parkland, Fla., 
shooting that left 17 sta�  and stu-
dents dead, Baesler said she con-
vened a meeting Thursday with 
educational stakeholders: North 
Dakota United, which represents the 

state’s teachers and public employ-
ees, the North Dakota School Boards 
Association and the North Dakota 
Council of Educational Leaders, 
which represents administrators.

The conversation was about how 
to improve safety in North Dakota 
schools. This includes the addition 
of Highway Patrol troopers, as well 
as increasing schools’ access to 
school resource o�  cers and pro-
viding threat assessment training 
to teachers and sta� .

“We understand we need to have 
a multifaceted approach to a very 
complex issue,” Baesler said.

Troopers may be added to schools

KEN THOMAS AND PAUL WISEMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Ordering 
combative action on foreign trade, 
President Donald Trump declared 
Thursday the U.S. will impose 
steep tari� s on steel and aluminum 
imports, escalating tensions with 
China and other trading partners 
and raising the prospect of higher 
prices for American consumers 
and companies.

With “trade war” talk in the air, 
stocks closed sharply lower on Wall 
Street.

Trump said fi rm action was cru-
cial to protect U.S. industry from 
unfair competition and to bolster 
national security. However, his 
announcement came only after 
an intense internal White House 
debate. It brought harsh criticism 
from some Republicans and roiled 
fi nancial markets with concerns 
about economic ramifi cations.

Trump orders 
U.S. to impose 
large tari�s on 
steel, aluminumClaims strategic arms 

impervious to Western 
military defense system

Putin

  More inside: A closer look at 
Russia’s new arsenal, Page A11

State superintendent
announces proposal to
improve school security

N.D. travel conditions 
‘could be quite messy’
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Birch Bang, 12, of Killdeer, cheers on the girls basketball team during Thursday’s quarterfi nal game against Rugby at the state Class B tournament in 
Minot. Killdeer defeated Rugby 51-45 to advance to tonight’s semifi nal game against Thompson.
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