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JONATHAN LEMIRE AND JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 HANOI, Vietnam — Days be-
fore returning home from a whirl-
wind trip to Asia, President Donald 
Trump was back on the defensive 
over Russian election meddling, 
saying he considers President 
Vladimir Putin’s denials sincere, 
dismissing former U.S. intelligence 
o�  cials as “political hacks” and 
accusing Democrats of trying to 
sabotage relations between the two 
countries.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air 
Force One, Trump said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had again 
vehemently insisted — this time on 
the sidelines of an economic sum-
mit in Vietnam — that Moscow 
had not interfered in the 2016 U.S. 
elections. Trump declined to say 
whether he believed Putin, but he 
made it clear he wasn’t interested 
in dwelling on the issue.

SAM EASTER AND JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 GRAFTON — Tom Campbell says 
his cream-colored Chevrolet Tahoe 
has 28,000 more miles on it since 
the end of May. It has a cracked 
windshield and a clothing rack 
behind the driver’s seat — telltale 
signs of the high-mileage lifestyle 
the state legislator and longtime 
farmer is leading nowadays.

But on the morning of Nov. 1, 
Campbell was at a potato packing 
plant near the edge of his native 
Grafton, a town of about 4,300 peo-
ple north of Grand Forks. It’s a low, 
white building, and yet another out-
post in the sprawling potato empire 
he built with his brothers.

Wearing a black pullover with 
“conservative farmer” stitched on 
the left breast, he walked past sacks, 
bags, pallets and giant “totes” of 
potatoes; he clutched bags of two 
varieties of red-skinned potatoes 
to show a reporter the fi ne di� er-
ences. Campbell has spent decades 
becoming a local potato king, grow-
ing from the 130 acres planted in 
the fi rst year using “pretty junky” 
equipment.

“I always say we started with a big 
prayer and a small loan,” Campbell 
said, sitting at the head of a board-
room table at Campbell Farms’ 

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 MEDORA — From a Badlands 
overlook across from the Elkhorn 
Ranch, Jay Clemens admires the 
same view Theodore Roosevelt 
once had while sitting on his porch.

“It’s a pretty stunning area,” said 
Clemens, as an eagle fl ies overhead.

But when he looks in the oppo-
site direction on his western North 
Dakota property, Clemens can see 
oil wells, stockpiles of gravel and 
equipment drilling a saltwater dis-
posal well.

The encroachment of devel-
opment is increasing on his land 
along the Little Missouri State 
Scenic River. Clemens, a North 
Dakota native who lives in the San 
Francisco Bay area, is working to 
protect the views from Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park on the 
land he owns directly across from 
the Elkhorn Ranch unit.

“The impacts, I think, are going 
to be very, very substantial unless 
we do something about it,” he said.

Historic property 
 Clemens, an attorney whose 

career included working for Le-
novo and eBay, rediscovered the 
Badlands in the early 2000s after 
he was invited to serve on the The-
odore Roosevelt Medora Founda-
tion.

“Every time I went out there, I 
felt wonderful. I wanted to spend 
more time,” said Clemens, who 
grew up in Mandan.

Clemens decided to buy a ranch 
in the Badlands and ended up ac-
quiring two neighboring proper-
ties, including the Buckhorn Ranch 
that is directly across from the se-
cluded area Roosevelt chose for his 
ranch in the 1880s.

Clemens supported having his 
land included in the Theodore 
Roosevelt Elkhorn Ranchlands 
Historic District.

“This is a big part of American 
history in terms of the birth of the 
conservation ethic,” said Clemens, 
who serves on the board of trustees 
for the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.

Clemens, a board member for 

the Theodore Roosevelt Presiden-
tial Library Foundation, is at the 
ranch several times a year while in 
North Dakota for meetings or vis-
iting family. He also has a caretaker 
who watches over the property and 
helps promote it as a hunting and 
recreation destination.

In the past year, Clemens has 
seen an increase in requests for 
easements related to oil develop-
ment such as proposed new wells, a 
road to access wells, new pipelines 
and a proposal for a saltwater dis-
posal well. Billings County also is 
developing gravel resources in the 
area, including test holes on his 
property.

“When you don’t own the min-
eral rights or the surface rights, you 
can’t say no,” Clemens said. “The 
best you can do is have conversa-
tions with people and try to limit 
the intrusiveness of what they’re 
doing to the area.”

With each request, Clemens 
tries to work with the company to 
protect the views from the Elkhorn 
Ranch.

Right now, he’s considering a re-
quest for a new pipeline to trans-
port saltwater, a waste byproduct 
of oil production. While Clemens 
prefers to disturb the land as little 
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Western North Dakota landowner Jay Clemens stands on a Badlands overlook with a backdrop of the winding Little Missouri State Scenic River and 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Elkhorn Ranch. The site is located about 35 miles north of Medora.
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Clayton Miller, president of NP Resources, shows a submersible pump at a well site in Golden Valley County the 
company uses instead of above-ground pumping units.
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