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 � Photos: Winter storm across Bismarck-Mandan
 � List: 19 states that have thrived since the Great Recession
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No slowing down
Despite stock contractor record, Berger  
has no plans to slow down    SPORTS, A14

Oil rules
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for royalty statements   DAKOTA, A5
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CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 Burleigh County is eliminating 
roughly half of its polling sites in 
favor of 12 universal Election Day 
vote centers, which will allow 
citizens to vote near their home, 
work or school, or anywhere 
that’s convenient.

“It’s kind of a different phi-
losophy,” said Burleigh County 
Commission Chairman Jerry 
Woodcox. “From the informa-
tion we’ve gotten and the graphs 
we’ve seen, it tends to promote 
more people to vote and more 
convenience for the voters that 
are coming in.”

By a vote of 3-2 Monday night, 
the Burleigh County Commission 
approved reducing the total num-
ber of county polling sites from 27 
to 16, which includes four tradi-
tional polling sites in the Wilton, 
Wing, Sterling and Menoken ar-
eas, and the total number of pre-
cincts from 38 to 17.

Although there will be fewer 
polling sites to choose from, the 
universal vote centers will pro-
vide sufficient parking and be 
able to accommodate large voter 
turnouts, with faster check-in 
times and more voting booths, 
county officials said.

Voting centers use electronic 
poll books, or e-poll books, to 
check in voters, but the ballot is 
a traditional paper ballot. When 
a voter casts a ballot in one loca-
tion, it is recorded at all locations 
via networked computers.

“I think what’s being proposed 
here is too drastic of a change,” 
said District 47 Representative 
Larry Klemin. “I don’t see a 
problem with voting centers, I 
think they have merit. But, if it 
ain’t broke, why fix it?”

Potential long lines at the 12 
voting centers are a concern for 
District 30 Representative Mike 
Nathe.

“You can’t control where peo-
ple are going to vote,” he said. 
“We can see long lines and that’s 
our concern. Nobody wants to 
disenfranchise voters.”

Nathe offered the Bismarck 
legislative delegation’s help in 
securing poll workers for the 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Wintry conditions descended 
upon North Dakota on Monday 
morning after a fairly mild Novem-
ber.

Meteorologist Alex Edwards, of 
the National Weather Service in Bis-
marck, said the winter storm fell shy 
of a blizzard, dropping 1.5 inches of 

snow by noon, with winds gusting 
to 51 mph at 2 p.m. Visibility fell to 
under a mile at one point, he said.

“We fully transitioned into our 
colder, more winterlike pattern, 
that’s for sure,” Edwards said.

Highs this week are likely to stay 
in the 20s and 30s, he also said, with 
some light snow expected, too. No 
high-impact snowstorms are im-
mediately ahead, but some clippers 
from the north are in the forecast, 
bringing small spurts of snowfall but 
staying fairly dry, he said.

Snowy and icy conditions also 
brought a bump in crashes through-

out the metro.
Bismarck Police Lt. Jeff Solemsaas 

said police responded to 28 collisions 
from 6:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Monday 
throughout Bismarck. On average, 
police respond to 10 crashes a day 
in Bismarck.

Across the river, Mandan Police 
Lt. Pat Haug said officers responded 
to 11 crashes by 5 p.m. Monday, more 
than the average in Mandan where 
some days see zero collisions.

“During the winter, it’s a little 
bit different with road conditions,” 
Haug said.

In wintry conditions, Solemsaas 

said drivers should follow seasonal 
driving tips, such as anticipating a 
longer travel time, increasing their 
following distance and driving 
slower. 

Around the state, other winter 
conditions hit, including a blizzard 
in eastern North Dakota and the Red 
River Valley, as well as a wind advi-
sory from far northern to southwest-
ern North Dakota, according to NWS 
forecasts.

A no travel advisory went out 
Monday afternoon for a large area 
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Blowing fresh snow reduced visibility on the Old Red Trail in northwest Mandan on Monday.

Burleigh 
approves 
voting 
centers

BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 The Army Corps of Engineers and 
the developer of the Dakota Access 
pipeline must complete an oil spill 
response plan for the stretch of pipe 
beneath the Missouri River in North 
Dakota, a federal judge ruled Mon-
day.

U.S. District Judge James Boas-
berg’s order grants a request by the 

Standing Rock and Cheyenne River 
Sioux tribes for additional measures 
to protect the river’s Lake Oahe res-
ervoir. The tribes draw drinking wa-
ter from the lake and also consider 
it sacred.

Completion of a response plan 
and additional pipeline monitor-
ing are warranted while the Corps 
determines the pipeline’s impact 
on the tribes, the judge said in his 
ruling. He cited in part the spill of 
210,000 gallons of oil from the Key-
stone Pipeline in South Dakota last 
month. He ordered the environ-

mental impact study in June.
“Although the court is not sug-

gesting that a similar leak is immi-
nent at Lake Oahe, the fact remains 
that there is an inherent risk with 
any pipeline,” Boasberg said.

Standing Rock Chairman Mike 
Faith applauded the judge’s deci-
sion, saying the pipeline “remains 
a clear and present danger.” Chey-
enne River attorney Nicole Duche-
neaux said the ruling acknowledges 
that the government and energy 
companies can’t be allowed to 
make decisions “without includ-

ing stakeholders and the tribes to 
whom the United States owes a 
trust duty.”

The $3.8 billion Dakota Access 
pipeline began moving North Da-
kota oil through South Dakota and 
Iowa to a distribution point in Illi-
nois in June. Texas-based developer 
Energy Transfer Partners maintains 
the pipeline is safe, and the company 
and the Corps had argued that tribal 
requests for additional protections 
at Lake Oahe were unnecessary or 
unwarranted.

Boasberg disagreed and ordered 

ETP and the Corps to work with the 
tribes on completing a spill response 
plan by April 1. He also ordered the 
company to work with the tribes to 
select an independent engineering 
company to review whether the 
project complies with federal laws 
and regulations. ETP must file bi-
monthly reports on the status of 
the pipeline.

“Each of the interim conditions is 
tailored to address the court’s ongo-
ing concern with the risk of a spill 

Oil spill plan ordered
Tribal request for 
response plan granted

North Dakota  
wakes up Monday to 
wintry conditions

MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday allowed the Trump 
administration to fully enforce a ban 
on travel to the United States by res-
idents of six mostly Muslim coun-
tries.

This is not a final ruling on the 
travel ban: Challenges to the pol-

icy are winding through the federal 
courts, and the justices themselves 
ultimately are expected to rule on its 
legality.

But the action indicates that the 
high court might eventually ap-
prove the latest version of the ban, 
announced by President Donald 
Trump in September. Lower courts 
have continued to find problems 

with the policy.
White House spokesman Hogan 

Gidley said the White House is “not 
surprised by (Monday’s) Supreme 
Court decision permitting immedi-
ate enforcement of the President’s 
proclamation limiting travel from 
countries presenting heightened 
risks of terrorism.”

Opponents of this and previous 

versions of the ban say they show a 
bias against Muslims. They say that 
was reinforced most recently by 
Trump’s retweets of anti-Muslim 
videos.

“President Trump’s anti-Muslim 
prejudice is no secret. He has repeat-
edly confirmed it, including just last 

 Enforcement of Trump travel ban allowed
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