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 LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Republi-
cans this past week began to real-
ize their long-held goal of requir-
ing certain adults to work, get job 
training or perform community 
service in exchange for getting 
health coverage through Medicaid.

Whether that’s a commonsense 
approach or an added burden that 
will end up costing many Amer-
icans their health insurance will 
now be debated in states across 
the country considering the land-
mark change to the nation’s largest 
health insurance program.

To Medicaid recipients such as 
Thomas J. Penister of Milwaukee, it 
has created uncertainty about their 
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 HONOLULU — A false alarm 
that warned of a ballistic missile 
headed for Hawaii sent the islands 
into a panic Saturday, with people 
abandoning cars on a highway and 
preparing to flee their homes until 
officials said the cellphone alert 
was a mistake.

In a conciliatory news confer-
ence later in the day, Hawaii of-
ficials apologized for the mistake 
and vowed to ensure it will never 
happen again.

Hawaii Emergency Management 
Agency Administrator Vern Miy-
agi said the error happened when 
someone hit the wrong button.

“We made a mistake,” said Mi-
yagi.

For nearly 40 minutes, it seemed 
like the world was about to end in 
Hawaii, an island paradise already 
jittery over the threat of nucle-
ar-tipped missiles from North 
Korea.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The company proposing an oil 
refinery near Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park says it will not be 
visible from the park, but its anal-
ysis is limited to five observation 
points in the 46,000-acre South 
Unit.

Meridian Energy Group con-
ducted a study to determine 
whether the water vapor plume 
from a cooling tower at the pro-
posed Davis Refinery could be seen 
from within the park.

The study was requested by 
the North Dakota Department of 
Health, but is not a requirement for 
the air quality permit the agency is 
reviewing.

The analysis considered four 
points within the South Unit of 
the park: Buck Hill, Painted Can-
yon visitor center, the main visitor 
center and the park amphitheater.

It concluded that from Buck Hill, 
the highest observation point in 
the park, the plume could be visible 
for an estimated 15 daylight hours 
a year. The plume would be about 
7 miles away and at most would 
be visible 24 feet above the hori-

zon, typically on cold days with no 
wind, said Dan Hedrington, senior 
project manager for SEH Consult-
ing.

“It’s not going to be this huge 
column of smoke that people are 

envisioning,” Hedrington said.
But those who oppose building 

a refinery 3 miles away from The-
odore Roosevelt National Park say 
the company’s analysis doesn’t 
consider views from the eastern 
portion of the park, such as from 
the Rim Trail.

“There are a lot of people that 
hike in the park that go off the 
beaten path and off the driving 
trail,” said Connie Triplett, a for-
mer state legislator and consultant 
for the National Parks Conserva-
tion Association. “I don’t put a lot 
of stock that the view from Buck 
Hill is the be all and end all.”

An early analysis from the Na-
tional Park Service showed the 
refinery could potentially be seen 
from 630 acres in the park, in-
cluding large sections of the east-
ern side. Theodore Roosevelt Na-
tional Park Superintendent Wendy 
Ross said the agency conducted a 
viewshed analysis of the park using 
computer algorithms and dimen-
sions of the facility provided by 
Meridian.

But Ross said some plans for the 
refinery have changed since the re-
view was conducted.

“I can’t say definitively what the 
view would be from the park with 
the new equipment,” Ross said. 
“They haven’t shared that with us.”

Hedrington said he was not 
aware of the Park Service analy-

sis, adding that the consultants 
focused on public gathering areas 
in the park.

Modeling studies 
 In addition to the plume visibil-

ity analysis, consultants for Merid-
ian also conducted line-of-sight 
modeling studies to determine 
if the tallest units in the refinery 
could be seen from three park lo-
cations. Those studies looked at 
Buck Hill, Painted Canyon and the 
far southeast corner of the park, 
which is 3.2 miles from the refinery.

Hedrington said the modeling 
concluded that people would not 
be able to see the tallest structure 
in the refinery, 150 feet tall, from 
those three locations.

To illustrate that to the pub-
lic, Meridian Energy conducted a 
demonstration in 2016 using a red 
kite that was 11 feet wide, repre-
senting the approximate width of 
a crude tower for the proposed re-
finery. The company flew the kite 
from the refinery location and ob-
servers with binoculars could not 
see it from Buck Hill when it was 
flown 150 feet high. When the kite 
was raised to 250 feet, one observer 
with a high-powered scope saw a 
dot in the sky, Hedrington said.

Julie Fedorchak, a member of the 
Public Service Commission who 

Concerns linger over refinery 
impact to national park views
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Buck Hill is the highest observation point in Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Consultants for Meridian Energy Group estimate that a water vapor plume 
from the Davis Refinery may be visible from this point for about 15 daylight hours per year.
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Company visibility 
studies looked at 5 
points in South Unit

Public hearing 
set this week
The North Dakota Department of 
Health will hold a public information 
meeting and public hearing about 
the Davis Refinery at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Mountain time in the 
Dorothy Stickney Auditorium, May 
Hall, Dickinson State University.

The agency is taking public comment 
on a draft air quality permit, with 
the comment period to conclude on 
Jan. 26.

The permit application, department 
analysis and draft permit to con-
struct are available online at www.
ndhealth.gov/AQ/PublicCom.aspx. A 
copy of these documents also may 
be obtained by writing to the Divi-
sion of Air Quality, calling 701-328-
5188 or emailing AirQuality@nd.gov.

Written comments on the air permit 
can be mailed to the North Dakota 
Department of Health, Division of Air 
Quality, 918 E. Divide Ave., Bismarck, 
ND 58501-1947, or emailed to Air-
Quality@nd.gov.
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