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Watford City woman faces new 
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LISA MASCARO AND MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — House Speaker 
Paul Ryan on Tuesday showed little 
interest in stricter gun control pro-
posals being floated in Congress, 
leaving the issue in the hands of 
wary Senate leaders and President 
Donald Trump, whose shifting 
views have left no clear strategy for 
legislative action.

As student survivors of the Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting lobbied lawmakers for 
tougher gun laws, Ryan acknowl-
edged “system failures” in Florida 
that he said Congress should review.

But GOP leaders did not promise 
votes on the matter and stopped 
short of offering solutions, beyond 
a pending bill aimed at increasing 
participation in the existing federal 
background check system. The bill 
uses new incentives and penalties to 
encourage better compliance with 
current law, but does not expand 
the pool of gun buyers required to 
undergo background checks before 
buying a gun.

Even as he endorsed the mea-
sure, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell downplayed its sig-
nificance, saying it would not be a 
“panacea” for the rash of gun vio-
lence.

But McConnell said he wanted to 
“at least show some progress to-
ward dealing with one element of 
the problem.”

Republican leaders, who have 
majority control of the House and 
Senate, are reluctant to lead on leg-
islation without knowing they have 
Trump’s full support and can rely on 
his popularity with a core flank of 
the GOP electorate to shield them 
from political blowback.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
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 Without rains this spring, North 
Dakota cattle ranchers could find 
themselves in another tough year 
following the 2017 drought.

Researchers say the key to mak-
ing it through another dry year 
will be planning.

“You should be planning today,” 
Kevin Sedivec, rangeland spe-
cialist and director of the North 
Dakota State University Central 
Grasslands Research Extension 
Center, told the 200 farmers, 
ranchers and agriculture students 
attending the Farming and Ranch-
ing for the Bottom Line confer-
ence hosted by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Northern Great Plains 
Research Lab, NDSU, Bismarck 
State College and USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 

in Bismarck Tuesday.

Low soil moisture
Fall’s precipitation in central 

and western North Dakota was 
from 60 to 70 percent of nor-
mal. That means the cool season 
grasses, which are the first to come 
up in the spring, are already low 
on moisture.

“Because we’re dry coming in, 
that April, May and June precip-
itation is critical,” Sedivec said. 
“We’ll be in trouble if we don’t 
get water.”

Pastures were double stressed 
last year as many who were short 
on grass overgrazed late into the 
fall and winter.

“Cool season grasses in partic-
ular can be grazed too low in the 
winter,” said Sedivec, pointing out 
that timing of spring grazing will 
be important.

Most of North Dakota’s range-
land can handle a year of drought 
and overgrazing and come back 
without the need for reseeding, 
according to Sedivec.

“Our grasses are very resilient,” 
said Sedivec, who recommended 
that ranchers defer grazing until 
June.

Sedivec also suggests ranchers 
consider planting a season long 
cover crop on crop lands that 
don’t tend to have high yields.

“There’s not a lot of hay out 
there,” said Sedivec, who recom-
mends a rotational grazing plan. 
“Season-long grazing is not very 
efficient.”

A good rotation can force cows 
to eat a wider variety of plants 
rather than just their favorites.

“You can get a cow to eat some-
thing she may not want to eat,” 
Sedivec said. “You can get cows 
to eat buckbrush .... We even got 
them to eat wormwood.”

Looking long term
Adding new water sources can 

also be part of ranchers’ plans.
“There was pastureland in the 

west that never got grazed because 
it had no water,” said Sedivec, who 
suggests producers take the next 

five years to add infrastructure, 
such as wells and stock tanks.

The State Water Commission 
has more than $2 million available 
to help ranchers who want to drill 
new wells, lay pipe to connect to 
county water, connect a solar gen-
erator to help pump water or add 
a pasture tap, said Mike Noone of 
the commission’s planning divi-
sion. Half of a rancher’s income 
must come from ranching to ap-
ply for up to three projects. The 
state will cover half the cost up to 
$3,500.

The commission has approved 
$1.5 million in projects to date. 
Of that, $918,000 has been paid 
out for 334 projects. The commis-
sion also granted extensions on 
85 projects to date that were un-
able to be installed before winter. 
The commission still has about 
$525,000 it can award.

Researchers had two main tips 
for those growing crops.

Ranchers warned not
to overgraze this spring

JessICa HOLdMan, TRIBUNE 

Kevin Sedivec, rangeland specialist and director of the North Dakota State University Central Grasslands Research Extension Center, warns ranchers 
against overgrazing during the Farming and Ranching for the Bottom Line conference held in Bismarck Tuesday.

GOP acts 
slowly on 
tighter 
gun laws 

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 North Dakota regulators ap-
proved more modest utility rate 
increases Tuesday due to federal 
tax cuts.

Both Otter Tail Power Co. and 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
cited the corporate income tax cut 

congressional Republicans passed 
late last year in requesting smaller 
interim rate increases that will be 
in effect until the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission de-
termines final rates.

Otter Tail sought to reduce its 
interim electric rate increase from 
10.4 percent to 6.8 percent. Typical 
residential customers would see a 
reduction of about $3.10 a month, 
a company spokeswoman said, and 
business customers would see an 
$18.25 drop.

“Federal corporate incomes 

taxes are a cost of service to our 
customers,” Otter Tail said in its 
request. “The reduction of the 
federal corporate income tax rate 
from 35 percent to 21 percent re-
duces Otter Tail’s cost of providing 
service.”

MDU requested a smaller in-
terim natural gas rate increase that 
would reduce residential custom-
ers’ bills by $1 per month. It sought 
to reduce its interim rate increase 
from 12.5 percent to 7.4 percent.

Commissioner Julie Fedorchak, a 
Republican, said the requests are a 

“tangible” example of the tax law’s 
benefits. Fellow Republican Com-
missioner Brian Kroshus said it’s 
“fair to anticipate” North Dakota 
utility customers will see some 
savings “regardless of who pro-
vides service to them.”

In January, the three-member 
commission ordered an investi-
gation into the effect of the federal 
tax cuts on utilities. In response, 
Xcel Energy said the corporate tax 
rate cut is one part of a “complex 

PSC approves modest rate increases
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 Two Bismarck-Mandan nonprof-
its have agreed to help the commu-
nity get a building for a long-term 
homeless shelter.

Brent Ekstrom, executive direc-
tor of Lewis & Clark Development 
Group, stresses that any plans are 
still in the early stages but his board 
and that of Lutheran Social Services 
have said they would secure a build-
ing and lease it to a shelter operator.

When the Ruth Meier’s Hospital-
ity House emergency men’s shelter 
closed, one of the major hurdles in 
finding temporary shelter was lo-
cating a property to buy, build or 
lease, Ekstrom said. It wasn’t until 
recently that Missouri Slope Area-
wide United Way was able to secure 
space in the downtown Bismarck 
Sunrise Apartments.

Nonprofits 
organize to  
find permanent 
homeless shelter

Key to beating drought 
lies in grazing strategy, 
infrastructure upgrades

MDU cites Republican 
tax overhaul in request 
to N. Dakota regulators

Girls basketball 
Medina-Pingree-Buchanan hoping to make 
some noise at Class B state tournament   SPORTS, D1
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