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 While it doesn’t have the partisan pizzazz of regulating free speech on 
college campuses, lengthening prison sentences for drug offenders or 
enhancing gun rights, House Concurrent Resolution 1003 could be one 
of the most impactful pieces of legislation approved in the 2018 South 
Dakota session.

The resolution was sponsored by Rep. David Johnson, a Rapid City 
Republican and newcomer to the Legislature. In just his second year as a 
lawmaker, the 57-year-old business owner enlisted the support of more 
than 65 organizations and individuals who worked with him on what is 
known as the “resilient forest strategy.”

The resolution calls for a “cross-jurisdictional” strategy to protect the 
Black Hills National Forest from the next invasion of the mountain pine 
beetle and minimize the impact of future fires on western South Dakota’s 
most valuable natural resource.

The resolution, which passed unanimously in the state House and 
Senate, spells out the catastrophic damage and costs incurred by the 
mountain pine beetle — $1.5 million for private landowners, $5.5 million 
for West River counties, $13.9 million for the state and $77 million for 
multiple federal agencies. According to Johnson, a certified arborist, the 
pine beetles turned 400,000 of the forest’s 1.2 million Black Hills acres 
from “evergreen” to ever-brown.” He expects the next invasion to occur 
in around 10 years.

The prevalence of Ponderosa pines also needs to be addressed, accord-
ing to Gregory Josten, the forester for the South Dakota Department of 
Agriculture. He told lawmakers that the density of the pines and the lack 
of the diversity in the forest make it more susceptible to devastating fires.

It was only in December when the Legion Lake Fire showed how quickly 
a forest fire can spread in the Black Hills. In just a matter of days, more 
than 54,000 acres were torched in the southern Hills that included pri-
vate land, Custer State Park and Wind Cave National Park. It could have 
been much worse.

While the resolution sought no specific funding to diversify the Black 
Hills National Forest, it is a call to action. So far, we have yet to hear if 
Rep. Kristi Noem or Sens. John Thune or Mike Rounds will seek a similar 
resolution at the national level or will work with the appropriate federal 
agencies to protect the national forest.

The Legislature and state agencies can do more as well. It is certainly 
as important as the nonmeandering water issue that led to a special ses-
sion last summer and has been the subject of considerable debate in the 
current legislative session.

The economic, recreational and aesthetic benefits of the Black Hills are 
undeniable. Johnson’s hard work and blueprint for action have laid the 
groundwork for the enhancement of the forest. Let’s hope this process 
moves forward and gets the support it deserves.

— Rapid City (S.D.) Journal

Time for debate over 
climate change

 Over the past several weeks it 
has come to my attention there 
have been several articles writ-
ten about how the coal industry, 
and oil industry, have touted the 
high-paying jobs created by those 
industries and how North Dakota 
is prospering because of those in-
dustries.

What is missing is the elephant 
in the room, i.e, climate change, 
global warming. The writers of 
those letters and articles are look-
ing only at short-term gains and 
not the long-term damage. If you 
believe in science at all you cannot 
escape the truth of the damage 
that will be done to the environ-
ment by climate change. And don’t 
come up with the argument this is 
a natural occurring phenomenon 
that will occur with or without 
human activity. That argument has 
been negated by climate scientists.

According to The Royal Society 
of London, National Geographic 
and other reputable scientific or-
ganizations, 98 percent of those 
climate scientists agree climate 
change is caused by human ac-
tivity. Those well-paying jobs 
referred to earlier can be replaced 
by well-paying environmentally 
friendly jobs. The workers in the 
coal and oil industry might have to 
be retrained to produce sustainable 
environmentally friendly electric-
ity but in the long run they would 
be protecting the planet for their 

children and grandchildren.
I am hoping this letter will gen-

erate a dialogue about what is good 
for our planet. What I fear is my 
letter will provoke irrational argu-
ments, name calling or “alternative 
facts” that will serve no purpose. 
Again, I urge a debate on climate 
change and whether you agree or 
disagree climate change is one of 
the most important problems we 
have to face.

Al Coen, Fargo

Planned Parenthood 
skips over points

 Every few months Planned Par-
enthood attempts to sell North 
Dakotans a package of misin-
formation served with a dose of 
self-congratulatory promotion. 
This time their excuse is Gov. Doug 
Burgum’s important but benign 
proclamation of January to be 
Sanctity of Human Life Month.

Planned Parenthood’s Amy Ja-
cobson claims, for example, that 
a majority of Americans believe 
abortion should be legal in all or 
most cases. She fails to point out, 
however, that the very same poll 
she cites shows that only 29 per-
cent of the public believe abortion 
should be legal in all circumstances, 
which is essentially the holding in 
Roe v. Wade. Polls by Gallup and 
Marist show that most Americans 
oppose abortions in most circum-
stances and support laws limiting 
or prohibiting those abortions.

She says nothing about the 
opinions of North Dakotans except 
to drag out the tired canard that 
voters defeated a measure to ban 
all abortions — a claim about the 
measure that not even most of its 
opponents made at the time.

Jacobson acknowledges that 
abortion rates have dropped in 
recent decades but claims without 
any supporting evidence that the 
drop is due to more access to birth 
control and “comprehensive sex 
education.” In fact, states with 
greater access to state-funded 
contraception have higher abor-
tion rates. Moreover, abortion 
rates are lower in states like North 
Dakota with common sense re-
strictions like parental consent, 
reflection periods and no taxpayer 
funding. Not surprisingly, no con-
sideration is given to the impact in 
recent years of the work of pro-life 
pregnancy centers and advance-
ments in technology that reveals 
more clearly the humanity of the 
unborn child.

Why all the subterfuge? Perhaps 
it is because the entire abortion 
rights movement rests on a lie — 
a lie about the humanity of the 
unborn child. The culture of life 
is grounded on facts and science 
accepted by more and more Amer-
icans and that scares Planned Par-
enthood.
Christopher Dodson, Bismarck

Christopher dodson is executive 
director and general counsel for the 
North dakota Catholic Conference.

 It turns out that the advice Dr. 
Leo Marvin (Richard Dreyfuss) 
gave Bob Wiley (Bill Murray) in 

the 1991 hit movie “What about 
Bob?” was more 
than the premise of a 
funny movie. In the 
comedy, therapist 
Marvin tells patient 
Wiley to “take a 
vacation from his 
problems.”

 And sure enough, 
while on vacation 
Wiley finds the an-

swers to his greatest problems.
We have all been stumped by a 

problem at work that seemingly 
has no answer. In that moment we 
conclude that we have approached 
it from every angle, and yet there is 
no apparent solution.

During those pressure cooker 
moments, we find ourselves in the 
weeds — no longer seeing the for-
est through the trees. Our minds 
become hyper-focused on what’s 
in front of us and begin to shut 
down. We tell ourselves, “I will just 
work longer nights at the office 
… or … I can cut out my morning 

walks and come in earlier.”
More often than not, this is the 

wrong approach.
Our professional lives are rou-

tinely interrupted by extraordinary 
challenges; those by which we no 
longer see light at the end of the 
tunnel. It seems counterintuitive 
but this is when you should create 
space and distance yourself from 
the problem. Don’t take it from 
me, take it from NASA.

In 1993 NASA suffered extra 
pressure and great stress when 
the Hubble Space Telescope broke 
down. They faced a daunting task 
of figuring out how to go up in 
space and fix the distorted mirror 
inside the telescope. For months 
the brightest minds in NASA 
couldn’t identify a solution.

Then one day NASA engineer 
Jim Crocker was taking a shower 
in a hotel and noticed how the 
showerhead was mounted on ad-
justable rods with folding arms. 
Eureka! The answer did not ap-
pear while working late hours in 
the lab. It occurred when Crocker 
was in the shower on vacation, 
when he created space (no pun in-

tended) from the perplexity of his 
problem.

Why does creating space work?
Your brain is like any muscle in 

your body. Imagine lifting weights 
multiple times per week but only 
on biceps. Doing so will surely 
strain and fatigue those muscles. 
Thus, when you are consumed by 
constantly tackling the same chal-
lenge at work, you actually lose 
mental energy needed to identify 
solutions. This is when it’s time to 
create space!

As you move through 2018 take 
time, create space and allow deep 
thought to happen. The goal is not 
to be perfect — but to be better 
than before.

Let me be perfectly clear. I 
am not suggesting you kick the 
can down the road and embrace 
avoidance. That will simply create 
additional problems. But like Bob 
Wiley or Jim Crocker, you may find 
answers to your greatest problem 
when you take a vacation from the 
problem.

Gary adkisson is publisher of the 
bismarck Tribune.
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