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CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bicyclists, walkers, hikers and all 
outdoor adventurists are being en-
couraged to try Bismarck’s Pop-Up 
Pathway, a temporary, quick-build 
pedestrian and bike path stretch-
ing from the heart of the city to the 
Missouri River waterfront, begin-
ning Sept. 23.

“We’re thrilled to be working 
with this collaborative project to 
increase bikeability and walkabil-
ity in our community,” said Tanya 
Jo Smith, coalition coordinator of 
Go! Bismarck Mandan.

The path will run along Front 
Avenue, Memorial Highway, Sum-
mit Boulevard and Lake Avenue.

Temporary materials — straw 
bales, paint, traffic cones and 
wayfinding signs — will be used to 
highlight the route. Existing side-
walks will be utilized, wherever 
possible.

Polling sites will be set up at 
various locations along the route, 
to encourage user feedback. The 
feedback will be reviewed and used 
to design the potential final prod-
uct, the Bismarck Central Pathway.

The Pop-Up Pathway will re-
main in place until Oct. 14. Mate-
rials will then be removed and the 
area returned to “normal” as the 
project moves into the next phase, 
the pilot phase. Interim design is 
the third phase, followed by per-
manent installation.

“Each of these phases is de-
signed to garner citizen feedback 
and accommodate changes,” said 
city planner Will Hutchings.

Quick-builds are gaining trac-
tion in communities across the 
nation because they allow for 

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Justin Walsh and Garrett Moon 
couldn’t find a job they wanted 
in Bismarck, so they created their 
own.

The two are founders of one of 
North Dakota’s fastest-growing 
technology startups, CoSchedule, 
and are finding success as their 
company makes its move to the 
next level.

CoSchedule is a marketing 
calendar application that helps 
companies better plan and imple-
ment their marketing campaigns. 
And lately, the product has been 
catching the business world’s eye 
— mentions in Inc. and Forbes 
magazines, placing in the top five at 
Tech.Co Startup of the Year com-
petition and 22 on the list of top 

1,000 SaaS (Software as a Service) 
companies, as well as appearances 
at INBOUND marketing and sales 
professionals conference in Bos-
ton and Content Marketing World 
Conference in Cleveland.

To keep up with these increases 
in demand, the company went 
from 27 employees on Jan. 1 to 63 
now in Bismarck and Fargo.

“We really saw it coming last 
year,” Moon said.

As the tool has gotten better, it 
has started to appeal to a larger set 
of customers, including some big-
ger firms with greater, more com-
plex needs, such as more advanced 
workflows that auto notify other 
departments to start the next step 
when one department completes a 

North Dakota tech 
company on the rise 
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Ruth Knutson, center, embraces St. Mary’s Central High Principal Reed Ruggles as she and her husband, Dr. Ron Knutson, join in a groundbreaking for the 
new St. Mary’s High School on Sunday morning on their farm in north Bismarck. The blue shovel groundbreaking was preceded by a liturgy with Bishop 
David Kagan of the Diocese of Bismarck and Western North Dakota and attended by nearly 1,000 people from Bismarck-Mandan and surrounding areas. 
The Knutsons donated 48 acres of land where the new high school and chapel will soon be under construction at the SMCHS campus site on 57th Avenue 
between Washington Street and Highway 83.

Pop-Up 
Pathway 
to connect 
Bismarck

DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press 

 SOMERSET, N.J. — President 
Donald Trump on Sunday mocked 
the leader of nuclear-armed North 
Korea as “Rocket Man” while 
White House advisers said the iso-
lated nation would face destruc-
tion unless it shelves its weapons 
programs and bellicose threats.

Trump’s chief diplomat held 
out hope the North would return 
to the bargaining table, though the 
president’s envoy to the United 
Nations said the Security Council 
had “pretty much exhausted” all 
its options.

Kim Jong Un has pledged to con-
tinue the North’s programs, say-
ing his country is nearing its goal 
of “equilibrium” in military force 
with the United States.

North Korea will be high on the 
agenda for world leaders this week 

Trump mocks 
N. Korea leader 
as ‘Rocket Man’

ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 WATFORD CITY — The North 
Dakota oil boom turned black gold 
into green for public and private 
interests over its high-flying run.

But now, leaders in oil patch 
cities that invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars to cope with the 
crush of boom activity are focused 
on answering questions about how 
to pay off the red ink of high mu-
nicipal debts while anticipating 

future spending needs.
“The thing to remember are the 

challenges that happened when 
smaller communities had to build 
out infrastructure at a pace that 
couldn’t be supported,” said Gene 
Veeder, a member of the McKenzie 
County Board of Commissioners 
and Watford City’s head of eco-
nomic development. “The big 
100-year projects were all built 
within like five years here.”

Veeder lists off new additions to 
the area that have been common 
installations in other oil patch 
communities — new high school, 
new wastewater treatment plant, 

new roads, new law enforcement 
center — all basic services re-
quired by a sudden crush of new 
residents seeking their fortunes 
in the oilfield. Veeder said Wat-
ford City alone went from a pop-
ulation of approximately 1,600 to 
8,000, though he says “the initial 
onslaught was as much as 12,000.”

Putting in the amenities to han-
dle that spike didn’t come cheap, 
and the city now holds more than 
$149.6 million in debt that it hopes 
to pay off within the next 30 years.

The price per barrel of oil is a 

Cities paying off growth debt 
Oil patch leaders cope 
with the boom’s bill
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David Tuan, Williston’s city 
administrator, talks about 
infrastructure projects coming in 
the next couple of years.

Bike path stretches 
from downtown to 
the city’s waterfront
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Co-founders of CoSchedule, a marketing calendar application based in 
Bismarck, are Justin Walsh, left, and Garrett Moon. Please see CoMpany, Page A18

Please see debt, Page A18 Please see trUMp, Page A18

Please see patHWay, Page A18


