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JIM HOLLAND
Rapid City Journal 

 Evacuation orders for residents 
east of Custer State Park and 
west of Highway 79, including 
the towns of Fairburn and Bu� alo 
Gap, have been lifted. Firefi ghters 
successfully stopped the eastern 
progression of the fi re at Highway 
79, according to Travis Lipp, oper-
ation section chief from the Rocky 
Mountain Blue Team charged with 
fi ghting the blaze.

Fire o�  cials’ fears came true 
Tuesday evening as high winds 
hit, fanning the fl ames of the Le-
gion Lake Fire in Custer State Park 
in South Dakota where the blaze 
spread from 4,000 acres to an es-
timated 31,000 acres overnight.

“The wind 
was real 
squirrely,” said 
Lipp of the 
wind which 
whipped the 
fi re in all di-
rections.

W h i l e 
winds tapered 
o v e r n i g h t 
Wednesday, 
breezy condi-

tions were expected to pick up this 
morning and blow in some snow 
that might stick in the northern 
Black Hills, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Custer State Park o�  cials have 
turned their concern to the park’s 
wildlife, including bu� alo, and are 
putting out a call for donated hay 
to feed the herds through the win-
ter. The park is home to a herd of 
around 1,000 bison, which desig-
nated park sta�  manage, and many 
other animals, such as elk, deer, 
antelope and prairie dogs. 

More than 250 fi refi ghters bat-
tling the fi re braced for the Tues-
day evening cold front and its 
as-advertised gusty winds, which 
o�  cials knew carried the potential 
to push fl ames past tenuous lines 
barely holding the blaze in check in 
the rugged, timbered terrain.

Breezes from the southeast 
pushed smoke from the fi re into 
Rapid City and the northern Black 
Hills on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
with more smoke entering today’s 
weather forecasts near Bu� alo Gap.

The o�  cial cause of the fi re re-
mains under investigation. The 
blaze sparked to life near the in-
tersection of U.S. Highway 16A 
and S.D. Highway 87 North about 
7:30 a.m. Monday. 

Evacuation 
orders 
lifted
Safety for residents of 
Fairburn, Bu�alo Gap

Judge issues injunction in merger
JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The proposed Sanford Health 
and Mid Dakota Clinic merger has 
been forced to pause until an of-
fi cial Federal Trade Commission 

decision on its legality is made.
The U.S. District Court judge, 

Magistrate Alice Senechal, issued 
a preliminary injunction blocking 
the proposed merger between San-
ford Health and Mid Dakota Clinic 
until an FTC administrative hear-
ing scheduled in January.

The North Dakota Attorney Gen-
eral’s o�  ce and the FTC allege the 

merger would violate antitrust law 
by substantially lessening compe-
tition for adult primary care, pe-
diatric, obstetrics and gynecology 
and general surgical services in the 
Bismarck-Mandan area.

“Competition in the market-
place benefi ts consumers, includ-
ing when that competition is for 
medical care,” Attorney General 

Wayne Stenehjem said in a state-
ment. “I am very pleased with the 
court’s decision and feel confi dent 
that the court recognized the po-
tential negative consequences for 
patients in the Bismarck-Mandan 
area. Today’s decision is in the best 
interests of the community.”

Sanford Health, Mid 
Dakota Clinic to pause

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 The man injured in a Man-
dan shooting has been criminally 
charged in what police have de-
scribed as a “complex” incident 
that involved as many as six or seven 
people.

Spencer Carl James St. Claire, 22, 
of Bismarck, faces a charge of fel-
ony criminal trespass. He and two 
or three other men knocked on the 

door of 18-year-old Eric Harrison 
Jr.’s mobile home just before 6 a.m. 
Dec. 2 on the 800 block of Poplar 
Street in Mandan, wanting in from 
the cold, according to court docu-
ments.

Harrison told police he didn’t 
recognize the men and told them 
to go away and that he was armed. 
When he opened the door to tell 
them to leave, he alleges he was 
pepper sprayed and the men pushed 

their way in.
Harrison said he 

then went into his 
kitchen and opened 
fi re with his AK-47. 
He said he believed 
he hit two of the 
intruders, who all 
fl ed.

St. Claire was 
found a block away on the 900 
block of North Woodland Drive, 

screaming and partly under a car 
trailer in a driveway. He had been 
shot in the left leg, was taken to a 
hospital, later released and arrested 
Dec. 5.

The case’s a�  davit reported St. 
Claire said “he had done metham-
phetamine before doing a burglary” 
that involved three people. He said 
the others fl ed in a gray GMC Envoy. 

Injured man charged in Mandan shooting

STEPHEN OHLEMACHER, 
ANDREW TAYLOR AND MARCY GORDON
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Confi dent 
congressional Republicans forged 
an agreement Wednesday on a major 
overhaul of the nation’s tax laws that 
would provide generous tax cuts 
for corporations and the wealthiest 
Americans — Donald Trump among 

them — and deliver the fi rst major 
legislative accomplishment to the 
GOP president.

Middle- and low-income families 
would get smaller tax cuts, though 
Trump and GOP leaders have billed 
the package as a huge benefi t for the 
middle class. The measure would 
scrap a major tax requirement of 
Barack Obama’s A� ordable Care 

Act, a step toward the ultimate GOP 
goal of unraveling the law.

“The cynical voices that opposed 
tax cuts grow smaller and weaker, 
and the American people grow 
stronger,” Trump said at the White 
House. “This is for people of middle 
income, this is for companies that 
are going to create jobs. This is for 
very, very special people, the great 

people of America.”
The business tax cuts would be 

permanent, but reductions for indi-
viduals would expire after a decade 
— saving money to comply with 
Senate budget rules. 

In all, the bill would cut taxes by 
about $1.5 trillion over the next 10 
years, adding billions to the nation’s 
mounting debt.

The legislation, which is still be-
ing fi nalized, would cut the top tax 
rate for the wealthy from 39.6 per-
cent to 37 percent, slash the corpo-
rate income tax rate from 35 percent 
to 21 percent and allow homeowners 
to deduct interest only on the fi rst 
$750,000 of a new mortgage.

GOP: Deal on tax overhaul done

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Miranda Bodvig decorates the storefront window of Tinee & Trendee baby boutique in downtown Bismarck with a cheery snowman display on Wednesday 
afternoon. “We wanted the window to be kid friendly,” said Bodvig of the store for newborns and kids. “And we have stu�  for moms, too,” said Bodvig. 
Bismarck reached a high temperature of 46 degrees Wednesday with today’s high expected to be 33 degrees, said Je�  Schild, of the National Weather 
Service at the Bismarck airport.
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