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Sports betting
Proposed sports betting measure
resurfaces; voters will decide DAKOTA, A3

College football
Road to Frisco 2024 will go
through Brookings SPORTS, B1
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TheBisManCommunityFood
Cooperative is permanently
closing after years of trying to
stay financially afloat.
Vendors who are owedmoney

will not be paid. Gift cards will
not be refunded, though the
co-op will hold a liquidation
sale at some point and they can
beused then,according to co-op
Board Secretary Samantha Ma-
rino.
The co-op’s board in letters

to members and vendors on
Sunday said the business is in-
solvent. The store is temporar-
ily closed but will be reopened
at some point to sell off the re-
maining product. The date of
the permanent shutdown will
be determined by the co-op’s
primary lender, Shared Capital,
which the board said “will be in
control of all cooperative assets
and finances.”
“The board of directors had

been working up to this point
to exhaust all avenues that may
have prevented this ending for
the cooperative,” the board said.
“Our financial models and ex-
perience to-date continued to
show the cooperative could not
get to a sustainable level of sales
as quickly as we needed it to be
able to pay our lenders.”
Theco-op’smost recentprof-

it-and-loss statement shows
a net income loss of nearly
$38,000 in September andmore
than $55,000 in August.
“We have not received the of-

ficial foreclosure letter, but we
understand it is coming soon,”
Marino told the Tribune.
The co-op opened at 711 E.

Sweet Ave. in 2016, to make
local organic food available to
the community. It was mem-
ber-owned but also was open to
the general public.
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TheBismarckSchoolBoardon
Monday voted to censuremem-
berEmilyEckrothbecauseofher
confrontationwithpoliceduring
a traffic stop last fall.
The board — which does not

have the authority under state
law to remove Eckroth because
she is an elected official — also
voted to strip her of her portfo-
lio and school visit assignments
until Dec. 1, when her period of
probation ends. The votes came
after the other board members
expressed disappointment with
Eckroth’s actions, which Board
President Jon Lee said put the
entire group out of compliance
with its code of conduct. Board

members asked her to resign.
Eckroth said she was “very

sorry that this happened”when
given the chance to speak, but
added, “I will not be resigning
tonight.”
Separately, a citizens group is

preparing to mount an effort to
force a recall election to try to
remove Eckroth from her seat,
which she was elected to hold
until 2026.
Policevideofootagereleasedto

the Tribune in December shows
Eckroth cursing out Burleigh
Countydeputy sheriffs, ignoring
their commands, and urinating
in the back of a patrol vehicle
as they dealt with her husband
during a DUI traffic stop on In-
terstate 94 in Bismarck on Sept.
3.Her husband,Ryan Eckroth—
an unsuccessful Bismarck-area
state legislative candidate in
last June’s Republican primary
election — was not arrested or
chargedwith DUI.
Emily Eckroth in December

pleadedguilty to amisdemeanor
count of physical obstruction of
a government function related
to the traffic stop. She was sen-
tenced to nearly a year of unsu-
pervised probation and $325 in
court fees.
Eckroth during Monday’s

meetingsaid:“There isa lotmore
behind it than even the video
said. There are things that were
bleeped out that are not correct.
And thatbeing said, that’s formy
lawyer, not to be discussed here
at this boardmeeting.”
She made no further com-

ments about thematter.
Eckroth issued a statement

lastmonth inwhich she said she
“accepted responsibility for my
regrettable actions” and asked
“for understanding and respect
of my privacy in this matter as
I move forward.” She also crit-
icized the media for reporting
about her arrest.
Board member Donnell Pre-

skey during Monday’s meeting

said she was “really distraught”
watching the video.
“I am both disappointed and

heartbroken over Emily Eck-
roth’s mistreatment of law en-
forcement on Sept. 3,” said Pre-
skey, the executive director of
the North Dakota Sheriffs and
Deputies Association.
Preskey said law enforcement

resource officers are an import-
ant part of school operations,
“and their goal is to build rela-
tionships andgain trustwithour
students.”
“I think about the importance

of being role models, sitting in
these chairs,” she said. “And I
fear what students are taking
away if theywatch that video in-
teractionwith lawenforcement.
It’smyopinion that this behavior
is unacceptable.”
Board members Josh Hager

andDan Eastgate also expressed
disappointment with Eckroth.

School Board censures Eckroth
TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE

Bismarck School Board member Emily Eckroth on Monday rejected calls by other board members for her to resign.

BisMan
Co-op
to close
for good
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Gov. Doug Burgum has ap-
pointed South Central District
Judge Doug Bahr to the North
Dakota SupremeCourt.
Bahr’s term begins Feb. 1. He

replaces retiring Justice Gerald
VandeWalle, 89, who has served
over 44 years on the high court.
VandeWalle was chief justice
from1993-2019,whenhe stepped
back due to declining energy. He

cited nerve, eye
and heart issues
in announcing his
retirement in No-
vember, effective
Jan. 31.
Finalists from

the state’s Judi-
cial Nominating
Committee to

succeed VandeWalle included
Bahr,NorthCentralDistrict Judge
Stacy Louser and U.S. Assistant
Attorney Jake Rodenbiker. Bur-
gum announced his appointee on
Monday.
“JudgeBahrwillmakeanexcel-

lent addition to theNorthDakota
SupremeCourtwithhis broad le-

gal background in the public and
private sectors and his extensive
experience at both the state and
federal levels,” Burgum said in a
statement. “His analytical skills,
compassion, high integrity and
character, sense of fundamental
fairness and deep understanding
of the law will serve our state’s
highest court well.”
Bruce Romanick, the presiding

judge of the South Central Dis-
trict, said the Supreme Court “is
getting an excellent judge,” add-
ing that Bahr has presided over a
number of big cases and has done
“a fine job handling them.”
“He’sdeliberate,conscientious,

and I don’t just say that.He is the

best choice,” Romanick said.
Defense attorney Tom Dick-

son echoed Romanick’s remarks,
sayingBahr is“well-known,well-
liked and respected.”
“Hewill be averyfine justiceon

theSupremeCourt,”Dicksonsaid.
It’scommonforattorneys to feel

out a judge in an effort to pick up
any ideological leanings,Bismarck
attorney JoshWeatherspoon said.
That wasn’t easy with Bahr.
“I was never able to pin him

down on one spectrum or an-
other,” Weatherspoon said. “He
would always listen, give people
an opportunity to make a case,
thenmake a decision.”
Bahr will be a “very excel-

lent judge at the appellate level,”
Weatherspoon said, adding that
“Every time he wrote an opinion
it felt like it was a SupremeCourt
opinion.”

‘Very excited’
Bahr, whose chambers are in

Bismarck, told the Tribune he’s
“very excited. I’m looking forward
to working with the justices and
serving the people of North Da-
kota. I’ve had the privilege of do-
ing so for a total of about 30 years
and looking forward to doing so
more at a different position.”
Theoutgoingdistrict judge said

Bahr named to ND Supreme Court
Bismarck-based
judge appointed by
Gov. Burgum

Move followed calls
for Eckroth to resign
over police incident

Local food vendors
won’t get repaid

Bahr
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