
M
1

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Two months after an officer-in-
volved shooting in Bismarck, 
Burleigh County State’s Attorney 
Richard Riha has found the shoot-
ing was justified.

Riha wrote Thursday to Bis-
marck Police Chief Dan Donlin that 
upon review of motel surveillance 
and police vehicle videos, “the vid-
eos leave no doubt that the officer 
acted appropriately.”

Suspected attacker Donald Miller 
approached Bismarck Police offi-
cer Justin Antonovich in his patrol 
vehicle on Oct. 15 at the Bismarck 
Motor Motel, where Antonovich 
had arrived on an unrelated call.

Riha’s letter said Miller tried to 
take the patrol car while striking 
Antonovich and gouging his eyes. 
Antonovich attempted to fight 
back and use his taser to stop the 
attack, but it proved ineffective.

He then drew his firearm and 
hit Miller in the abdomen with 
one shot. Both men were taken to 
hospitals for treatment.

A return to duty
Donlin said Antonovich has re-

turned to regular patrol duties as 
of Wednesday. He also has healed 
from his injuries that day, which 
included a serious eye injury. 

“It’s not an easy thing to go 
through,” Donlin said of the shoot-
ing. “No officer wants to use deadly 
force, ever, in their career.”

The North Dakota Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation conducted 
a probe into the shooting. 

Donlin said a deadly force review 
board of Bismarck Police will now 
conduct a review of the shooting 
for internal and training purposes.

That board will be comprised of 
about five officers, including one 
representative selected by the of-
ficer involved in the shooting.

Miller, 51, is being held pend-
ing $150,000 cash bond at the 
Burleigh-Morton County Detention 
Center, facing felony charges of rob-
bery with serious bodily injury and 
simple assault on a peace officer.

His preliminary hearing is set for 
Jan. 22, rescheduled for a psychiat-
ric evaluation to take place.

Marsy’s Law clarified
After the shooting, Bismarck Po-

lice Sgt. Mark Buschena declined 
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 Proponents of FiveSouth, a 
proposed major mixed-use devel-
opment near the Bismarck Event 
Center, spent the later half of 2017 
looking for options to revive the 
project after it was shelved in late 
June.

“We’re still looking for a de-
veloper on the hospitality side to 

develop a four star-hotel,” said 
Bruce Whittey, chairman of Bis-
marck Futures, the group behind 
the project. “Our focus right now 
is on the hotel.”

The project was put on hold 
when Don Cardon of Arizo-
na-based Cardon Global stepped 
down as lead developer. Whittey 
said, as the project progressed, 
issues came up: The original hotel 
proposal was deemed too big to 
generate a return on investment, 
the apartment numbers were 
downsized and the swampy ground 
raised construction costs.

“His model wasn’t working. Don 

recognized that. We recognized 
that,” Whittey said in June. “We’re 
going to look at it; we want to try to 
make it work.”

With Cardon’s exit came sub-
stantial changes to the scope of 
the project, which nullified the 

project’s development agreement 
with the city and the city’s Tax In-
crement Financing district, which 
would have funded a portion of 
public infrastructure associated 
with the project, was ended.

Bismarck Industries said it 
would take over the project on a 
local level, looking for a different 
model, though that would not hap-
pen overnight. Since then, Whittey 
said the group has had conversa-
tions with developers who had ex-
pressed interest in a possible hotel 
in the past.

FiveSouth to continue hotel search
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 ERIE, Pa. — Freezing tempera-
tures and below-zero wind chills 
socked much of the northern United 
States on Wednesday, even setting 
a record in a Minnesota city so cold 
it’s called the Icebox of the Nation, 
and will stay put for days to come as 
snow-hardened Erie digs out from a 
record snowfall.

Forecasters warned of hypother-

mia and frostbite from arctic air 
settling in over the central U.S. and 
spreading east.

The National Weather Service re-
ported International Falls and Hib-
bing, Minn., set record low tempera-
tures on Wednesday morning. Inter-
national Falls, the self-proclaimed 
Icebox of the Nation, plunged to 37 
degrees below zero, breaking the 
old record of 32 below set in 1924. 
Hibbing bottomed out at 28 below, 
breaking the old record of 27 below 
set in 1964.

Wind chill advisories or warnings 
were in effect for much of New En-
gland, northern Pennsylvania and 

New York. Those places and states 
in the northern Plains and Great 
Lakes were projected to see highs in 
the teens or single digits and lows 
below zero for the rest of the week 
and into the new year.

The National Weather Service said 
wind chills in many areas Thursday 
could make temperatures feel below 
zero.

Meanwhile, Erie was recovering 
from a storm that brought 34 inches 
of snow on Christmas Day, smash-
ing the daily snowfall record for the 
Great Lakes city of 8 inches, and 
26.5 more inches on Tuesday. More 
than 65 inches have fallen on the 

city since Christmas Eve, with sev-
eral more inches falling Wednesday 
as residents dug out in frigid tem-
peratures.

Strong westerly winds over Lake 
Erie picked up moisture, developed 
into snow and converged with op-
posing winds, dumping snow in a 
band along the shore from Ohio to 
New York, said Zach Sefcovic, a Na-
tional Weather Service meteorolo-
gist in Cleveland.

Sabrina Ram drove into Erie on 
Christmas Eve to visit her parents 
just as the snow began to fall. Ram, 
who lives in suburban Washing-
ton, D.C., and her father spent five 

hours on Christmas and two hours 
on Tuesday clearing the driveway.

“In D.C., we’d be out of commis-
sion for weeks,” Ram said. “Things 
here are pretty much back to normal 
now.”

She said she was going to build a 
snowman but didn’t know where to 
start — “where do you put it?” — 
and she went outside to clear off the 
satellite dish before falling face first 
into the snow because she couldn’t 
figure out where the porch ended.

“I totally just flew forward while 
my dad laughed at me,” Ram said.

Bitter cold ahead for upper U.S.
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 Entering the fifth year since his 
mother’s death, accused murderer 
Christopher Vick is less than a 

month from trial and has been 
granted special accommodations.

At a motion hearing Wednesday 
morning at the Morton County 
Courthouse, South Central District 
Judge Thomas Schneider granted 
the defense’s two motions, allow-
ing Vick to appear in plainclothes 
at trial, free of visible restraints. 
Prosecutor Julie Lawyer raised no 
objection.

“Of course, that will change if 
there are any outbursts during 
trial,” she said.

In an unusual request, the 
court also will locate a chair wide 
enough and likely without arms 
for Vick.

“Mr. Vick is a large man and does 
not fit into a standard sized chair,” 
defense attorney Daniel Borgen 
wrote in his motion. “Mr. Vick 

needs a chair that would be com-
monly referred to as ‘extra large.’”

Borgen also said Vick has lower 
back problems and will require fre-
quent breaks at trial. Lawyer and 
Schneider voiced no concerns to 
recessing every 60 to 90 minutes.

“We’ll do the best we can to find 
a chair,” the judge said. 

Accused murderer granted accommodations

ADVICE C3
CLASSIFIEDS  C6-C8
COMICS C4

LOTTERIES B2
OBITUARIES  A5
OPINION A6

Volume 143, Issue 362 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2017 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

 � 2017 video review: President Donald Trump’s 1st year, fake news, women’s rights
 � List: 50 baby names that totally rocked in the 1970s

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM/CONNECT

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Girls basketball
St. Mary’s beats Fargo Shanley in 
top 5 showdown   SPORTS, D1 

Ordinary and extraordinary
State’s largest museum collection  
covers wide spectrum   DAKOTA, B1 

 PARTLY CLOUDLY 1 • -11 FORECAST, B4  | ThursdAy, deceMber 28, 2017 | bismarcktribune.com | $2.00

Record-setting storm 
dumped 34 inches of 
snow on Christmas Day

Proponents hoping
to revive project that
was shelved in June
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Smoke rising from the state Capitol and chimneys of nearly every building and home are sure giveaways of the subzero temperature Wednesday 
morning as thermometers dropped to minus 23 degrees below zero as winter took its grip on the Bismarck-Mandan area.
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