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PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – Individual North Da-
kota health insurance customers 
covered under the federal health 
care exchange will face average 
premium increases next year 
ranging from 7.9 to 22.6 percent.

Those premium increases, ef-
fective Jan. 1, are for plans in 
North Dakota sold via the online 
exchanges under the Afford-
able Care Act, commonly called 
Obamacare.

Customers of Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Dakota, the state’s 
largest private health insurer, who 
buy individual coverage through 
the exchange will see their pre-
miums increase an average of 22.6 
percent.

Individuals covered by the 
Sanford Health Plan under the 
exchange face average premium 
increases next year of 7.9 percent.

North Dakota’s other major 
health insurer, Medica, has ap-
proval to raise its individual rates 
18.8 percent, but has announced 
that it does not expect to sell in-
dividual coverage under the ex-
change next year.

The annual round of premium 
increases comes as insurers 
scramble to prepare for open en-
rollment for next year’s coverage 
under the Affordable Care Act, 
which begins Nov. 1 and lasts 45 
days.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 An advocate for Native American 
victims of violence called Friday 
for a national inquiry into missing 
and murdered indigenous women.

Lisa Brunner, founding member 
of the Violence Against Women 
Task Force for the National Con-
gress of American Indians, said 
listening sessions should be held 
in Indian Country, urban areas and 
Alaska Native villages to learn the 
depth of the issue.

“The epidemic we face is a hu-
man rights issue,” Brunner, a mem-
ber of Minnesota’s White Earth 
Ojibwe Nation, said during a Bis-
marck event in recognition of First 
Nations Day.

Brunner said information gath-
ered in the listening sessions can 
shape legislation.

“Once we know what is really 
happening, then we can create 
sound, effective legislation,” Brun-
ner said. “Otherwise we’re wasting 
taxpayers’ time and money, creat-
ing things that are just band-aids.”

As Brunner spoke from the Her-
itage Center Auditorium, silhou-
ettes representing Native Amer-
ican women who had been mur-
dered from her reservation were on 

stage and in the audience as silent 
witnesses.

“They’re saying we will not be 
ignored,” she said.

Brunner highlighted statistics 
that show Native Americans are 
more likely to be victims of vio-
lence, including on some reserva-
tions where they are 10 times more 
likely to be murdered than the na-
tional average.

In Bismarck, Native Americans 
are overrepresented in domestic 
violence victim statistics, said Po-
lice Chief Dan Donlin.

Of the 472 domestic violence 
arrests in 2016 in Bismarck, 27 
percent of the victims were Native 
Americans, Donlin said. Native 
Americans represent about 5 per-

cent of the city’s population.
“I’d love that number for all races 

to be zero, but we need that number 
to come down,” Donlin said.

During the event, participants 
held a moment of silence for 
the family of Savanna LaFon-
taine-Greywind, a member of the 
Spirit Lake Tribe who vanished 
in August in Fargo while eight 
months pregnant. Her body was 
found eight days later in the Red 
River.

North Dakota Indian Affairs 
Commissioner Scott Davis said 
her death “sent a big wave across 
not only our state but across the 
nation.”

‘Silent witnesses’ tell  
their stories of violence

MIKe MccLeary, TRIBUNE 

Lisa Brunner, a founding member of the Violence Against Women Task Force for the National Congress of American Indians, delivers her keynote speech 
to the audience for the First Nations Day event at the North Dakota Heritage Center on Friday in Bismarck. The theme of the gathering was Justice for 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women. The red cutout silhouettes represent, from left, Franchesca “Frankie” Gonzalez, killed in 2001, Donna Marie 
Fairbanks, killed in 2004, and Barbara Dakotah, killed in 1990.
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to jump as  
much as 22  
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DAVID CRARY AND  
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Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — In a one-two 
punch elating religious conserva-
tives, President Donald Trump’s 
administration is allowing more 
employers to opt out of no-cost 
birth control for workers and is-
suing sweeping religious-freedom 
directions that could override 
many anti-discrimination protec-
tions for LGBT people and others.

At a time when Trump finds 
himself embattled on many fronts, 
the two directives — issued al-
most simultaneously on Friday 
— demonstrated the president’s 
eagerness to retain the loyalty of 
social conservatives who make up 
a key part of his base. Leaders of 
that constituency were exultant.

“President Trump is demon-

strating his commitment to un-
doing the anti-faith policies of 
the previous administration and 
restoring true religious freedom,” 
said Tony Perkins, president of the 
Family Research Council.

Liberal advocacy groups, in-
cluding those supporting LGBT 
and reproductive rights, were 
outraged.

“The Trump administration is 
saying to employers, ‘If you want 
to discriminate, we have your 
back,’” said Fatima Goss Graves, 
president of National Women’s 
Law Center.

Her organization is among sev-
eral that are planning to chal-
lenge the birth-control rollback 
in court. The American Civil Lib-
erties Union filed such a lawsuit 

One-two punch hits birth control, LGBT 

eVaN VuccI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Donald Trump holds up a signed executive order aimed at easing 
an IRS rule limiting political activity for churches on May 4 in the Rose 
Garden of the White House. In an order that undercuts federal protections 
for LGBT people, Attorney General Jeff Sessions issued a sweeping directive 
to agencies Friday to do as much as possible to accommodate those who 
claim their religious freedoms are being violated.

MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is moving to roll 
back the centerpiece of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s efforts to 
slow global warming, seeking to 
ease restrictions 
on greenhouse gas 
emissions from 
coal-fired power 
plants.

In a plan ex-
pected to be made 
public in coming 
days, the Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency declared the Obama-era 
rule exceeded federal law by setting 
emissions standards that power 
plants could not reasonably meet. 
The Associated Press obtained a 
copy of the 43-page document, 
which underscored President 
Donald Trump’s bid to revive the 
struggling coal industry.

EPA moves to  
rescind Obama  
emissions plan

Victim advocates call  
for inquiry into missing,  
murdered Native women

Agency declares rule  
exceeded federal law
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Changes to coverage  
under Obamacare to  
take effect on Jan. 1
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