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 ATLANTA — Inside a class-
room on the campus of a com-
munity college in downtown 
Dallas, a group of two dozen 
women took turns sharing 
their names, hometowns and 
what they hoped would be 
their future titles.

Congresswoman. Dallas 
County judge. State represen-
tative.

It was part of a training held 
by EMILY’s List, an organi-
zation dedicated to electing 
women at all levels of govern-
ment who support abortion 
rights. During the presenta-
tion, one of the PowerPoint 
slides flashed a mock adver-
tisement on the projector 
screen: “Help Wanted: Pro-
gressive Women Candidates.”

A record number of women 
appear to be answering that 
call, fueled largely by frustra-
tion on the Democratic side 
over the election of President 
Donald Trump and energized 
by Democratic women win-
ning races in Virginia in No-
vember. Experts say 2018 is 
on track to be a historic year, 
with more women saying they 
are running at this point than 
ever before.

“I’ve never seen anything 
like this,” said Stephanie 
Schriock, president of EMI-
LY’s List.

In the four weeks after the 
2016 election, 1,000 women 
came to the group’s website to 
learn about running for office. 
That number has now sur-

passed 26,000. By compari-
son, the group was in contact 
with 960 women for the pre-
vious election cycle.

Whether all that enthusiasm 
will result in full-fledged cam-
paigns and translate to gains in 
the number of women elected 
to office remains to be seen.

Although women are more 
than half the American popu-
lation, they account for just a 
fifth of all U.S. representatives 
and senators and one in four 
state lawmakers. They serve as 
governors of only six states and 
mayors in roughly 20 percent 
of the nation’s most populous 
cities.

For Sarah Riggs Amico, the 
executive chairwoman of a 
major auto hauling company, 
last year’s Women’s March in 
Atlanta ignited her interest in 
running for office.

“It was something that re-
ally lifted me up and made me 
want to demand better from 
my government,” said Amico, 
who recently announced plans 
to run for lieutenant governor 
in Georgia.

Sol Flores has been walking 
in marches with her mother 
in Chicago since she was a 
little girl, but never thought 
she would run for office. Now 
44, Flores said she was en-
raged by policies put forward 
by the Trump administration 
and decided to jump into a 
crowded Democratic primary 
for Illinois’ 4th Congressional 
District.

Flores said her network of 
friends has been crucial to 

helping her navigate the real-
ities of being a first-time can-
didate and the challenges of 
gathering signatures for qual-
ifying and fundraising.

“Women are really good at 
this, saying, ‘Let’s sit down 
and figure this out. You raised 
your hand, and let’s win. Let’s 
go to Washington, D.C.,’” said 
Flores, the executive director 
of a nonprofit helping home-
less families and at-risk youth.

The last time the U.S. saw 
a surge in women running for 
office was 1992, in the wake of 
Anita Hill’s testimony before 
an all-male U.S. Senate com-
mittee weighing the nomi-
nation of Clarence Thomas 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
It was called the “Year of the 
Woman” because women 
were elected to the U.S. 
House and Senate in record 
numbers.

The number of women in 
office has held steady in re-
cent years, but experts say 
conditions are ripe for an in-
crease in 2018 — especially if 
more politicians are forced to 
step down or retire amid the 
growing #MeToo movement 
that began with accusations 
of sexual misconduct against 
Hollywood mega-producer 
Harvey Weinstein.

One U.S. senator and four 
congressmen have so far an-
nounced plans to retire or not 
seek re-election following al-
legations against them, pre-
senting a prime opportunity 
for women to compete for 
their open seats. For example, 

seven women have expressed 
interest in an April special 
election for an Arizona con-
gressional seat.

The increase in women can-
didates is largely being seen 
in U.S. House and governor’s 
races next year and driven 
primarily by Democrats, said 
Debbie Walsh, who leads the 
Center for American Women 
and Politics at Rutgers Uni-
versity. In addition to the 50 
Democratic and 10 Republican 
congresswomen expected to 
run for re-election, there are 
183 Democratic women and 
14 Republican women running 
in primaries to challenge their 
current U.S. representative.

These can be uphill races, 
but many of the women run-
ning say they were encouraged 
by what happened in Virginia 
in November, when 30 percent 
of the women who challenged 
their state representative won.

Katie Hill is among those 
seeking to oust her local con-
gressman, Republican Rep. 
Steve Knight in California’s 
25th Congressional District, 
a key Democratic target this 
year.

As an advocate for the 
homeless, Hill recalled the 
joy she felt on the night of the 
2016 election when voters in 
Los Angeles passed a $1.2 bil-
lion bond measure for hous-
ing and services for homeless 
people and those at risk of 
becoming homeless. But that 
was quickly tempered by the 
outcome of the presidential 
election.

Women interested in seeking office

David Sutton
 David sutton, 91, Bismarck, died Dec. 30, 2017, at his home. 

a graveside service will be held at 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 4, at 
north Dakota Veterans cemetery. Further arrangements pend-
ing with Bismarck Funeral Home.

Elizabeth Mullner
 elizabeth “Betty” mullner, 95, mandan, passed away Jan. 1, 

2018, in mandan. arrangements are pending with Buehler-Lar-
son Funeral Home in mandan.

Pansy Hargiss
 Pansy c. Hargiss, 92, man-

dan, passed away Dec. 31, 2017, 
at sanford Health, Bismarck. 
services will be held at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018, at 
DaWise-Perry Funeral services, 
mandan, with the rev. chip Gar-
rison officiating. a gathering of 
family and friends will be one 
hour prior to the service. Burial 
will be in the north Dakota Vet-
erans cemetery, mandan.

Pansy was born Jan. 7, 1925, 
at Judson, to carl and katie (nel-
son) ritz. she was raised and ed-
ucated in the Judson area. On 
Dec. 16, 1944, she married Tom-

my Hargiss in scottsboro, ala.
she is survived by her daughter, Bonnie Fisher, mandan; 

three brothers; four grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; 
sisters-in-law; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Pansy was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Tommy; two sons, Garry and Larry Hargiss; nine brothers; three 
sisters; and son-in-law, robert Fisher.

in lieu of flowers, family prefers memorials to the n.D. Vet-
erans cemetery, mandan.

Please sign her guest book and share memories at www.
dawiseperry.com.
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We’re celebrating all babies born in 2017 with a
special feature of Celebrate on Sunday, January 28.

Deadline for entries is Monday, January 22. Winning entries will
be randomly selected and announced in BABIES 2017.

Call 258-6900
or log on to

www.bismarcktribune.com/celebrate
and click on “Submit Yours” and “Babies 2017”

to place your photo and message.
*No purchase necessary. To enter without publishing a photo,
stop by the Bismarck Tribune during normal business hours.

Baby’s NameDate of BirthParents’ Names

Example:

$1495
PER PHOTO

JUST

2017

Call 25

Courtesy of

Winning babies
win one of two
gift baskets

valued at $100.
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“ZIMMERMAN’S WILL ALWAYS SAVE YOU MONEY!”

Visit our website at
www.zimmermansfurniture.com

Refresh your home for less with beautiful
and stylish new furniture from Zimmerman’s.

Brand new home.
Same address.


